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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 651 5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, MRKONI C, DALEY, DeLUCA, COLE, COHEN
JACKSQON, STUBAN, WASS, LaGROTTA, COLAIZZO, KUKOVI CH,
STEI GHNER, HALUSKA, D. W SNYDER, DI STLER, LETTERMAN, Bl SHOP
M COZZI E, HERVAN, MARKOSEK, JAROLI N, KOSI NSKI, FOX, MORRI S,
KENNEY, MCALL, DI ETTERI CK, FREEMAN, CORRI GAN, STISH, NAHI LL
TRELLO, RITTER, BELARDI, LEVDANSKY, CAWEY, STAI RS
VAN HORNE, GRUPPO, BUNT, COY, BELFANTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
DONATUCCI , JOHNSON, PHI LLIPS, LASHI NCER, VEON, BURD, M LLER
Cl VERA, MELI O AND G SNYDER, MARCH 6, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS
MARCH 6, 1989

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 comm ssions shall be determ ned,"” creating a Departnent of

21 Veterans' Affairs and defining its functions, powers and
22 duties; transferring certain agencies to such departnent; and
23 maki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 201 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No. 175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, anended
Decenber 30, 1984 (P.L.1299, No.245) and repealed in part My
26, 1988 (P.L.414, No.721), is anended to read:

Section 201. Executive Oficers, Adm nistrative Departnents
and | ndependent Adm ni strative Boards and Comm ssions. --The
executive and adm nistrative work of this Conmmonweal th shall be
performed by the Executive Departnent, consisting of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the Comonwealth,
Attorney Ceneral, Auditor General, State Treasurer, and
Secretary of Education; by the Executive Board, and the
Pennsyl vania State Police; by the follow ng adm nistrative
departnents: Departnent of State, O fice of Attorney General,
Department of Corrections, Departnent of the Auditor General,

Treasury Departnent, Departnent of Education, Departnent of

Mlitary Affairs, Departnent of Veterans' Affairs, Insurance
Department, Departnent of Banking, Department of Agriculture,
Department of Transportation, Departnment of Health, Departnment
of Labor and I ndustry, Departnent of Aging, Departnment of Public
Wl fare, Departnent of General Services, Departnent of Revenue,
Depart ment of Commrerce, Department of Comrunity Affairs and
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources; and by the follow ng
i ndependent adm ni strative boards and conm ssions: Pennsyl vani a
Ganme Conmi ssion, Pennsylvania Fish Commi ssion, State G vil
Servi ce Conmm ssion, Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion and
t he Pennsyl vani a Securities Conm ssion.

Al'l of the provisions of this act, which apply generally to
adm ni strative departnents, or generally except to the

Department of the Auditor General, the Treasury Departnent and
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1 the Ofice of Attorney General, shall apply to the Executive

2 Board and to the Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

3 Section 2. As nmuch as relates to the Departnment of Mlitary
4 Affairs in section 203 of the act, anended Decenber 3, 1970

5 (P.L.834, No.275), is anmended to read:

6 Section 203. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions.--The foll ow ng
7 advisory boards and conm ssions are placed in and nade parts of
8 the respective admnistrative departnents, as foll ows:

9 In the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs,

10 State Mlitary Reservation Comm ssion[,];

11 [State Veterans' Comm ssion;]

12 * x *

13 Section 3. Section 206 of the act, anended Decenber 30, 1984
14 (P.L.1299, No.245), is anended to read:

15 Section 206. Departnment Heads.--Each adm nistrative

16 departnent shall have as its head an officer who shall, either
17 personally, by deputy, or by the duly authorized agent or

18 enploye of the departnment, and subject at all times to the

19 provisions of this act, exercise the powers and performthe
20 duties by |law vested in and inposed upon the departnent.
21 The follow ng officers shall be the heads of the
22 admnistrative departnents following their respective titles:
23 Secretary of the Commonweal th, of the Departnent of State;
24 Audi tor General, of the Departnent of the Auditor General;
25 State Treasurer, of the Treasury Departnent;
26 Attorney Ceneral, of the Ofice of Attorney General;
27 Secretary of Education, of the Departnent of Education;
28 Adj ut ant Ceneral, of the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs;
29 I nsurance Commi ssioner, of the Insurance Departnent;
30 Secretary of Banking, of the Departnent of Banking;

19890H0651B0719 - 3 -



1 Secretary of Agriculture, of the Departnment of Agriculture;
2 Secretary of Transportation, of the Departnent of

3 Transportation;

4 Secretary of Health, of the Departnent of Health;

5 Secretary of Labor and Industry, of the Departnent of Labor
6 and | ndustry;

7 Secretary of Aging, of the Departnent of Aging;

8 Secretary of Public Welfare, of the Departnment of Public

9 Vel f are;

10 Secretary of Revenue, of the Departnment of Revenue;

11 Secretary of Commerce, of the Departnent of Commerce;

12 Secretary of Community Affairs, of the Departnent of

13 Community Affairs;

14 Secretary of Environnmental Resources, of the Departnent of
15 Envi ronnent al Resour ces;

16 Secretary of CGeneral Services, of the Departnent of GCeneral
17 Servi ces;

18 Secretary of Corrections, of the Departnent of

19 Corrections[.];
20 Secretary of Veterans' Affairs, of the Departnent of
21 Veterans' Affairs.
22 Section 4. Sections 1412 and 1413 of the act are repeal ed.
23 Section 5. The act is anmended by adding an article to read:
24 ARTI CLE XIV-A
25 PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
26 VETERANS' AFFAI RS
27 Section 1401-A.  Powers and Duties in GCeneral.--The
28 Departnent of Veterans' Affairs shall have the follow ng powers
29 and duti es:
30 (1) To adnminister the laws providing for_ the paynent of
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pensi ons and relief, for the marki ng of graves of the veterans

and for the sel ection, acquisition and nai ntenance of a State

mlitary cenetery.

(2) To investigate and conpil e data concerni ng veterans of

the arned forces of the United States, and all State and

muni ci pal activities relating to veterans, and to reconmend to

the Governor |eqislation for subnm ssion to the General Assenbly

concerning veterans and their activities.

(3) To expend funds, appropriations to or for it, for the

pur pose of providing the necessities of life, and to otherw se

assi st such Pennsyl vani a veterans of any war or arned conflict,

or the widows and i nfant children or dependents of such veterans

as are sick, disabled or indigent, and who are wi t hout neans for

pl anni ng and providing for the rehabilitati on and care of

veterans. Such expenditures shall be nade for the stated

pur poses by the i ssuance of checks in direct paynent to the

veteran, w dow or proper representative of infant children or

dependents in accordance with rul es, requl ati ons and st andards

establi shed by the departnent. In no event shall paynents nade

by the departnent exceed the maxi num assi stance payabl e under

the public assi stance | aws and no paynents shall be nmade in the

formof relief orders.

(4) To certify for paynent gratuities for the chil dren,

bet ween the ages of sixteen (16) and twenty-one (21) vyears, of

totally di sabl ed veterans and of soldiers, marines, fenale

clerks, yeoman (fenmale), or nenbers of the Enlisted Nurse Corps

of the United States, who die or have di ed of Spani sh- Aneri can

VWar or World War | servi ce-connected disabilities, and of

totally di sabl ed veterans and of nenbers of the arned forces of

the United States and of wonen's organi zations officially
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connected therewith, who die or have died of World War ||, or

the arned conflict in Korea service-connected disabilities as

certified from Veterans' Adm nistration records. Such chil dren

must have lived in the Commpbnwealth for five (5) vyears

i mmredi ately precedi ng the date upon which the applicati on was

filed. Certification by the departnent shall be nade when the

children neet the foll owing requirenents:

(i) As coming within the class of children descri bed above.

(ii) As attending any State or State-ai ded educati onal or

training institution of a secondary or coll ege grade or other

instituti on of hi gher educati on, busi ness school, trade school,

hospital providing training for nurses school, or institution

provi di ng courses in beauty culture, art, radi o or undertaki ng

or enbal m ng or such other educational training within this

Commpnweal th as approved by the departnent.

(iii) As being unable, w thout such gratuity, to pursue his

or her education or training.

(iv) Paynents not exceedi ng two hundred doll ars ($200) per

senester per child shall be made to such instituti on upon the

subm ssion by them of proof that bills have been i ncurred or

contracted for matricul ati on fees and ot her necessary fees,

tuition, board, roomrent, books and supplies for such chil dren

in a definite anount for the school year. Such proof shall be

submtted to the departnent which shall attach the sane to the

requi sitions prepared for paynents out of appropriati ons nade

f or such purpose.

(v) Wien a child within the class of children eligible to

receive a gratuity authorized by this section is conpleti ng an

educational or training course, and becones twenty-one (21)

vears of age before conpleting the course, the gratuity may be
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paid until the course is conpleted: Provided, That gratuities

may not be paid for any child for a | onger period than four

schol asti c years.

Section 1402-A. Specific Duties of the Secretary of

Veterans' Affairs.--The Secretary of Veterans' Affairs shal

have the specific duty:

(1) To recommend to the Governor new | eqi sl ati on and

anendnents to existing statutes concerning veterans and their

activities, for consideration by the General Assenbly.

(2) To cooperate with all departnents and agencies of the

Commpnweal th in the interest of war veterans' welfare, housing

and the obtaining of |icenses.

(3) To aidin filing and prosecuting all clains of the

Commpnweal th's war veterans and dependents of war veterans under

Federal or State statutes.

(4) To aid in the enpl oynent and reenpl oynent of all war

vet erans honorably di scharged fromthe armed forces of the

United States or their auxiliaries.

(5) To aid in securing hospitalization, for any war veteran

requi ring nedical care, that may be provided by a Federal or

State nental or nedical or surgical facility specifically

provided for war veterans or in any other public hospital.

(6) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or

conpensabl e war veterans, or other war veterans, in educati onal

institutions or vocational training institutions to which they

may be eligible by statute.

(7) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of Education

with respect to the establi shnent of vocational training

prograns particularly suited to war casualties, for either day

or evening instruction, or both.
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(8) To administer relief provided by the Commonweal th for

war veterans and dependents of war veterans.

(9) To administer the distribution of any conpensati on to

war veterans or dependents of war veterans that has been or nay

be granted by the Commonweal t h.

(10) To investigate the work of other departnents of the

Commpnweal th adm nistering | aws affecti ng war veterans or war

vet erans' orphans.

(11) To investigate, conpile and mai ntain conpl ete and

accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the

United States and all State and nunicipal activities relating

(12) To conpile fromthe records as transnmitted by the

county conmi ssioners of each county, a record of the buri al

pl aces within this Commonweal th of deceased service persons,

their rank, division, length of service, nane and | ocati on of

cenetery, and the |location of their graves therein, and the

character of headstones or other nmarkers, if any, and such other

i nformati on deened desirabl e.

(13) To establish an information center, and to di sseni nate

reqularly to chapters, canps and posts of war veterans'

organi zati ons throughout this Commonweal th, such infornmati on as

he shall determne, and to transmt to the public press and

other nedia of public informati on, such information relative to

war veterans as should be of public interest.

(14) To submt biannually to the Governor, a report of State

activities on behalf of veterans.

(15) To perform such other duties in connection with war

veterans that nay be referred to hi mby other departnents or

agenci es of the Commpbnweal th, and to be a cl eari nghouse for al
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veterans' war servi ce-connected probl ens.

Section 1403-A. Soldiers' and Sailors' and Veterans'

Hones.--(a) The Departnent of Veterans' Affairs shall maintain

and operate the Soldiers' and Sailors' Hone in Erie and

Hol | i daysburg Veterans' Hone for mlitary veterans.

(b)Y The departnent shall appoint a director to adm ni ster

each hone. Each director shall be qualified and |licensed in the

Commpnweal th as a nursi ng hone adnini strator. Each director

shal | appoi nt such officers and enpl oyes as may be necessary and

fix their salaries in conformty with the standards establi shed

by the executive board.

(c) The departnent nmay accept gifts, grants or paynents for

the use of each hone: Provided, however, That the depart nent

shall only receive and accept Federal funds to the extent they

are appropriated to the department by the General Assenbly.

(d) The departnent shall establish a schedule of fees to be

charged residents. The fees shall be based on the | evel of

service or care required and the ability of the resident to pay.

(e) The departnent shall establish the | evel of service to

be provided in accordance with the Federal veteran's

admi ni stration standards of nursing and donmiciliary care.

Section 6. Al powers and duties inposed by 51 Pa.C. S. § 704
(relating to advisory councils for veterans' hones) upon the
Departnment of Mlitary Affairs are hereby transferred to the
Departnent of Veterans' Affairs.

Section 7. (a) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations,
agreenents, |eases, clainms, demands and causes of action of any
nat ure whether or not subject to litigation on the date of this
act, equipnent, files, records, classified data files, plans,

maps, air photographs and all other materials which are used,

19890H0651B0719 - 9 -
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enpl oyed or expended in connection with the duties, powers or
functions of the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs relating to
veterans' affairs, are hereby transferred by this act to the
Department of Veterans' Affairs with the same force and effect
as if the appropriations had been nade to and said itens had
been the property of the Departnent of Veterans' Affairs in the
first instance and if said contracts, agreenents, |eases and
obl i gati ons had been incurred or entered into by the Departnment
of Veterans' Affairs.

(b) Al personnel transferred to the Departnent of Veterans'
Affairs fromother State departnments and agenci es pursuant to
this act shall retain any civil service or other enpl oynment
status assigned to said personnel in those departnents or
agencies prior to the effective date of this act.

Section 8. (a) 51 Pa.C. S. 8 902 (relating to general powers
and duties of Adjutant General) and Chs. 17 (relating to State
Vet erans' Comm ssion), 19 (relating to Pennsylvani a Veterans'
Menorial Conmi ssion), 85 (relating to Veterans' Energency
Assi stance), 87 (relating to Educational Gatuity Program and
89 (relating to Disabled Veterans' Real Estate Tax Exenption)
are repeal ed insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.

(b) Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 6, 7 and 8 of the act of April 29,
1988 (P.L.381, No.60), entitled "An act amending Title 51
(Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes,
codi fying provisions of lawrelating to the creation,
adm ni stration and powers and duties of the State Veterans'
Commi ssion, to the educational gratuity programfor veterans'
children and to the real property tax exenption for certain
qual i fied veterans; providing for reestablishnent of the State

Vet erans’ Comm ssion and the Pennsyl vani a Veterans' Menori al
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Commi ssion; and naking repeals,” are repeal ed absol utely.
(c) Al other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as

they are inconsistent with this act.

AW N P

Section 9. This act shall take effect in 90 days.

B1L71JLW 19890H0651B0719 - 11 -



