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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 407 5

I NTRODUCED BY WOZNI AK, GEI ST, RAYMOND, OLI VER, TRELLO FOX|
BUNT, HOANLETT, PETRARCA, RI CHARDSON, HECKLER, PRESTON
VAN HORNE, MERRY, FARMER AND DALEY, FEBRUARY 13, 1989

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 13, 1989
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, providing for a speed limt of 65 mles per hour on

rural interstate highways and on a certain portion of the

Pennsyl vani a Tur npi ke; and further providing for speed timng

devi ces.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3362, 3368(c) and 6110(a) of Title 75 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:

§ 3362. Maxinmum speed linits.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except when a special hazard exists that
requires | ower speed for conpliance with section 3361 (relating
to driving vehicle at safe speed), the limts specified in this
[ subsection] section or established under this subchapter shal
be maxi mum | awf ul speeds and no person shall drive a vehicle at
a speed in excess of the following maximumlimts:

(1) 35 mles per hour in any urban district.

(2) 55 mles per hour in other |ocations.

(3) Any other maximum speed |imt established under this



subchapt er

(a.1) Limt on certain hi ghways.--Notw t hstandi ng subsecti on

(a), the speed limt, for passenger cars only, on rural

i nterstate hi ghways and the east-west portion of the

Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke bearing i nterstate hi ghway desi gnati on

shall be 65 niles per hour.

(b) Posting of speed limt.--No nmaxi mum speed |imt
est abl i shed under subsection (a)(1) or (3) shall be effective
unl ess posted on fixed or variable official traffic-control
devi ces erected in accordance with regul ati ons adopted by the
department which regul ati ons shall require posting at the
begi nni ng and end of each speed zone and at intervals not
greater than one-half mle

(c) Penalty.--Any person violating this section is guilty of
a summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to
pay a fine of $35. Any person exceedi ng the maxi num speed limt
by nore than five mles per hour shall pay an additional fine of
$2 per mle for each mle in excess of five mles per hour over
t he maxi mum speed limt.

(d) Rural interstate hi ghways. --The departnent shal

deterni ne what constitutes a rural interstate hi ghway. The

deterni nati on shall be based on the popul ation of the area in

whi ch the highway is | ocated and on the nunber of notor vehicles

whi ch use the hi ghway's access and exit ranps. A section of an

i nterstate hi ghway may be designated as rural and the speed

limt of that section nay be set at 65 niles per hour, even

t hough anot her portion of that hi ghway, because it is |ocated in

an area of dense popul ati on and heavy vehi cul ar i ngress and

egress, is not designated as rural and the speed linit on that

section is 55 nmiles per hour.
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1 § 3368. Speed timng devices.

2 * x *

3 (c) Mechanical, electrical and el ectronic devices

4 authori zed. - -

5 (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the

6 rate of speed of any vehicle nay be tined on any hi ghway by a
7 police officer using a nechanical or electrical speed timng
8 devi ce.

9 (2) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (3),

10 el ectroni c devices such as radi o-m crowave devi ces (conmmonly
11 referred to as el ectronic speed neters or radar) nay be used
12 only by nmenbers of the Pennsylvania State Police.

13 (3) Electronic devices which cal cul ate speed by

14 nmeasuri ng el apsed tine between neasured road surface points
15 by using two sensors and devi ces whi ch nmeasure and cal cul ate
16 t he average speed of a vehicle between any two points may be
17 used by any police officer.

18 (4) No person may be convicted upon evi dence obtai ned
19 t hrough the use of devices authorized by paragraphs (2) and
20 (3) unless the speed recorded is [six] two or nore m | es per
21 hour in excess of the legal speed limt. Furthernore, no
22 person may be convicted upon evidence obtai ned through the
23 use of devices authorized by paragraph (3) in an area where
24 the legal speed Iimt is less than 55 mles per hour if the
25 speed recorded is less than ten mles per hour in excess of
26 the legal speed limt. This paragraph shall not apply to
27 evi dence obtai ned through the use of devices authorized by
28 par agraph (3) within a school zone.
29 * x *

30 § 6110. Regulation of traffic on Pennsylvania Turnpike.
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1 (a) GCeneral rule.--The provisions of this title apply upon

2 any turnpi ke or highway under the supervision and control of the
3 Pennsyl vani a Tur npi ke Conmi ssion unless specifically nodified by
4 rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the comm ssi on which shal

5 becone effective only upon publication in accordance with law. A
6 copy of the rules and regulations, so long as they are

7 effective, shall be posted at all entrances to the turnpi ke or

8 highway for the inspection of persons using the turnpike or

9 highway. This section does not authorize the establishnment of a
10 maximum speed limt greater than 55 mles per hour on any
11 portion of the Pennsylvania Turnpi ke not bearing an interstate
12 hi ghway desi gnati on.
13 * x *
14 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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