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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 945 =55

| NTRODUCED BY PETERSON, HELFRI CK, MADI GAN, STAPLETON, SHAFFER,
WLT, CORVAN, LEMMOND, JUBELI RER, STEWART, KELLEY, MOORE
SHUMAKER, RHOADES, WVENGER, SALVATORE, LCEPER, LI NCOLN
STAUFFER, FI SHER, ARMSTRONG GREENWOOD, HESS, AFFLERBACH
REI BMAN AND BRI GHTBI LL, JUNE 24, 1987

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, JUNE 24, 1987

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Hardwoods Council; conferring powers and duties
upon the council; and nmaking an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hardwoods
Counci | Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The hardwood forest industry is an inportant segnent
of the continuing economic revitalization of this
Commonweal t h.

(2) Fifty-five percent of the land in this Commonweal th
is classified as cormmercial forest land. This represents
approxi mately 16, 000, 000 acres of tinber resources, which are

capabl e of providing essential raw materials for an
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econoni cally sound and expandi ng forest industry.

(3) This Commonweal th is uniquely endowed with an excess
of tinber resources. This heritage, utilizing proper nultiuse
managenent by professional foresters and private interests,
will provide a vital source of raw materials and jobs for
present and future generations. However, the Commonweal th has
not made the nost of this unique opportunity. Mst of the
mar ket abl e har dwoods are bei ng shi pped out of this
Commonweal th and out of the country, where they will be
transforned into val ue-added hardwood products, instead of
bei ng processed in this Commonweal t h.

(4) The Conmmonwealth, in an effort to pronote economc
devel opnent, should take the initiative by encouraging the
har dwood i ndustry to further devel op the secondary
manuf act uri ng process of hardwood. This will make full use of
t he val uabl e and renewabl e tinber resource and create vital
j obs.

(5) It is the policy of the Commonwealth to establish
the council for the purpose of expanding and pronoting the
devel opnent and efficient usage of hardwood tinber resources
| ocated in this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Council." The Hardwoods Council of the Commonweal th
establ i shed under section 4.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Commerce of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Council.
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1 (a) Establishnent.--The Hardwoods Council is established

2 wthin the departnment. The council shall be conposed of 21

3 nmenbers:

4 (1) Four ex officio nmenbers:

5 (1) The Secretary of Agriculture.

6 (ii) The Secretary of Comrerce.

7 (i1i1) The Secretary of Environnental Resources.

8 (iv) The State Forester.

9 (2) Four legislative nmenbers:

10 (i) Two senators appointed by the President pro

11 tenpore of the Senate, one fromthe mgjority party and
12 one fromthe mnority party.

13 (ii) Two representatives appointed by the Speaker of
14 t he House of Representatives, one fromthe ngjority party
15 and one fromthe mnority party.

16 (3) Thirteen public nmenbers appointed by the Governor:
17 (i) One representative of an agricultural college
18 froma State-related university.

19 (ii) One representative of the Forest Service of the
20 Federal Departnment of Agriculture.
21 (iii) One representative of furniture manufacturers.
22 (iv) One representative of hardwood exporters.
23 (v) Two representatives of hardwood processors.
24 (vi) Two representatives of nonprofit corporations
25 whi ch have the purpose to pronote and enhance the
26 har dwood i ndustry in this Commonweal th and which are
27 approved by the council.
28 (vii) One representative of the Pennsyl vani a Chanber
29 of Business and I ndustry.
30 (viii) One representative of the Pennsyl vania
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Forestry Associ ati on.

(ix) One representative of the Pennsyl vani a Har dwood
Lunber Manufacturing Associ ation.

(x) Two representatives of pulp and paper
manuf acturers.

(b) Terms.--

(1) Ex officio nenbers under subsection (a)(1) shal
serve as long as they are in office.
(2) Legislative nmenbers under subsection (a)(2) shal
serve terns of two years.
(3) Public nmenbers under subsection (a)(3) shall serve
the follow ng terns:
(i) Public nmenbers under subsection (a)(3)(vi)
t hrough (i x) shall serve terns of two years.
(1i) Public nmenbers under subsection (a)(3)(iii)
through (v) and (x) shall serve terns of three years.
(ti1) Public nmenbers under subsection (a)(3)(i) and
(i1i) shall serve terns of four years.

(c) Designees.--Ex officio nmenbers under subsection (a)(1)
and | egislative nenbers under subsection (a)(2) may appoint
desi gnees to serve on the council.

(d) Vacancies.--Vacancies in office shall be filled by the
appoi nting authority who nade the origi nal appointnent.

(e) Oficers.--The council shall elect one of its nenbers to
be chairperson and may el ect other officers as it deens
necessary.

(f) Meetings.--The council shall neet quarterly and shal
hol d special neetings at the call of the chairperson. Eleven
menbers constitute a quorum

(g) Expenses.--Menbers of the council shall serve w thout
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conpensation. They shall be entitled to reinbursenent for
necessary and reasonabl e expenses incurred in the performnce of
their duties.

Section 5. Functions and objectives.

The council shall serve as the coordinating body to the
CGeneral Assenbly and the admi nistrative agencies of the
Commonwealth with regard to the devel opnent, expansi on and
pronoti on of the hardwood industry in this Comonweal th. The
council shall seek to nmeet the follow ng objectives:

(1) To expand the hardwood industrial job base in this
Commonweal t h. Thi s paragraph includes expansi on of existing
har dwood j obs and recruitnent of conpl enmentary new har dwood
manuf act uri ng process conpani es. The objective stated in this
par agr aph shall lead to retention, expansion and creation of
j obs. The objective stated in this paragraph shall utilize an
increase in capital investnments in the hardwood industry in
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(2) To pronote better efficiencies of the existing
har dwood i ndustries. This paragraph includes technol ogy
transfer, applied research and investnent in equi pnent and
t echnol ogy necessary to enhance the hardwood industry.

(3) To pronote basic research in wood characteristics
and product potential, current wood product pronotion, new
product devel opnment and marketing and | ong-range research and
mar keti ng strategies. This paragraph is conprehensive; it is
aimed at all species and grades of woods, including those
speci es that are underutilized.

(4) To provide institutional support for the hardwood
i ndustry of this Commonweal th by insuring effective

cooperation and conmuni cati on anong gover nnment al agenci es,
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1 t he academ ¢ and research community and the hardwood

2 i ndustry. This paragraph includes international activity.

3 (5) To establish information transfer through a conmmon
4 dat a base and know edgeabl e personnel to further devel op and
5 enhance the hardwood industry.

6 (6) To encourage |ong-range hardwood devel opnent in ways
7 whi ch are sustainable and environnentally sound. This

8 par agr aph i ncludes educati onal prograns providi ng know edge
9 in the area of forest nmanagenent and marketing nethods and
10 ef fective planning and devel opnment to preserve tinber, a

11 renewabl e resource, for multiuse in a diversified regional

12 econony.

13 Section 6. Powers and duties of council.

14 The council has the follow ng powers and duties:

15 (1) To undertake and inpl enent appropriate nmeasures

16 relating to the pronotion of the industrial potential of the
17 har dwood i ndustry in this Commonweal t h.

18 (2) To create plans for econom c devel opnent and

19 expansi on of the Comonweal t h' s hardwood i ndustry.
20 (3) To recomrend inplenmentation procedures for plans to
21 maxi m ze exi sting nechanisnms with proven ability to
22 acconplish tasks; to inprove |inkages anobng current prograns;
23 and to organi ze busi ness, |abor and governnent insights into
24 the practicality and workability of suggested approaches.
25 (4) To encourage and stinmul ate cooperation and
26 coordi nati on anong Federal, State and |ocal prograns. This
27 par agr aph i ncludes public-sector and private-sector prograrns.
28 (5) To recomrend to the Governor and the General
29 Assenbly structural changes and the updating of economc
30 delivery tools of State Governnent that may prove beneficial
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to the hardwood i ndustry.

(6) To undertake research. This paragraph includes the
utilization of consultants relevant to the devel opnent,
expansi on and pronotion of the hardwood industry in this
Conmonweal t h.

(7) To maintain liaison with, and provi de necessary and
appropriate financial assistance to, regulatory and ot her
groups and organi zations involved with the hardwood industry.

(8) To enter into contracts.

(9) To appoint, fix conpensation of and prescribe duties
of an executive director, a secretary and ot her personnel as
the council deens necessary to acconplish the purposes of
this act.

(10) To accept grants from public and private sources.

(11) To pronulgate regulations to adm nister this act.

(12) To do things that it deens necessary, proper and
expedi ent in acconplishing the purposes of this act.

(13) To cooperate with the adm nistrative agenci es of
t he Commonweal t h. Thi s paragraph includes access to the data
of admi nistrative agencies unless the access is prohibited by
I aw.

Section 7. Reports.

The council shall make a biennial witten report to the
Governor and the Ceneral Assenbly on the status of the hardwood
i ndustry in this Cormonweal th. The first report is due within
one year of the effective date of this act. The report shal
i ncl ude:

(1) The extent to which the hardwood industry has
provi ded enpl oynment and inconme for the residents of this

Commpnweal t h.
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1 (2) The actions taken to enhance the performance of the
2 har dwood i ndustry.

3 (3) Reconmendations for revisions in policies, progranms
4 and procedures and for proposed legislation that will enhance
5 t he econom ¢ performance of the hardwood industry in this

6 Commonweal t h.

7 Section 8. Appropriation.

8 The sum of $1, 500,000, or as much thereof as may be

9 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Hardwood Council for
10 the fiscal year July 1, 1987, to June 30, 1988, to carry out the
11 provisions of this act.
12 Section 9. Effective date
13 This act shall take effect in 60 days.

F16L12VDL/ 19870S0945B1213 - 8 -



