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A RESCLUTI ON

Procl aim ng the nonth of October 1988 as "Choice For Me...Drug
Free" nonth.

WHEREAS, IIllicit drug and al cohol abuse has reached epi dem c
proportions and is of mmjor concern to all Americans; and
WHEREAS, II1legal drug and al cohol use is a major public
health threat and is one of the |argest causes of preventable
di sease, disability and death in the United States today; and
WHEREAS, Drug and al cohol abuse cost Anmerican society nearly
$100 billion a year in lost productivity; and
WHEREAS, |1l egal drug use does not discrimnate on the basis
of age, gender or soci oeconom c status as evidenced by the
foll owi ng statistics:
(1) twenty-three mllion Anericans age twelve and over
currently use illicit drugs;
(2) a nationw de Wekly Reader survey reveal ed that, of
the 68,000 fourth graders polled, 34%reported peer pressure

totry wine coolers, 41%to snoke and 24%to use crack or



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N NN R R P R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

cocai ne; and
(3) the fifteen to twenty-four year old age group is

dying at a faster rate than any other age group because of

acci dents, hom cides and suicides, many of which are rel ated

to drug and al cohol abuse; and

WHEREAS, The Anerican people indicate that drug abuse is one
of the nost serious domestic problens facing this Nation
according to public opinion polls, and they have begun to take
steps to fight it; and

WHEREAS, A national canpaign pronoting a "Drug Free Anerica"
during the nmonth of October 1988 will be cel ebrated throughout
the United States, including designation of the week of QOctober
24 through 30, 1988, as "Drug Free Anerica Wek", synbolized by
wearing the color red to denonstrate conmtnent to a healthy,
drug free lifestyle; and

WHEREAS, Counties throughout the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
will support the rest of the United States in recognizing and
pronoting the concept of "The Choice For Me...Drug Free";
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of Oct ober 1988 as "Choice For Me...Drug Free" nonth in
recogni tion of and support of the participation of concerned
parents, educators, business |eaders, private sector
organi zati ons and governnent |eaders efforts towards a "Drug

Free Anerica."
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