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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1667 55

| NTRODUCED BY DelLUCA, COWELL, PISTELLA, IRVIS, M CHLOVI C AND
TRELLO, JULY 2, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JULY 2, 1987
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” further providing for
the |l ocation and storage of public records; and nmaki ng
editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 405 of the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723,
No. 230), known as the Second O ass County Code, is amended to
read:

Section 405. Ofices, Records and Papers [to be Kept at

County Seat].--(a) [The] Except as otherw se provided in

subsection (a.1), the comm ssioners, controller, treasurer,

sheriff, recorder of deeds, prothonotary, clerk of courts [of
guarter sessions and oyer and termner], clerk of the orphans’
court, register of wills, recorder of deeds and district
attorney shall keep their respective offices and all public

records and papers belonging thereto at the county seat and in
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such buil dings as may be erected or appropriated for such
pur pose.

(a.1) The county conmi ssioners shall have the power to keep

and nmaintain records and to contract with persons, for storage,

retrieval and transm ssion of county records within or outside

the county, except that no records shall be stored outside the

county seat wi thout the approval of the officer in charge of the

office to which the records bel ong. The approval of the

presi dent judge shall be required if records are in the custody

of agencies of the court of common pleas, the clerk of courts,

the prothonotary, the register of wills and the clerk of the

orphans' court. Public records stored outside of the county seat

shall be made accessible to the general public at the county

seat by neans of an el ectronic tel ecopying systemor facility

which will pernmit the retrieval of the records or exact copies

thereof within three busi ness days.

(b) The county conm ssioners shall furnish each of such
officers with an office in the county building, courthouse or
ot her building at the county seat.

(c) Any person failing or refusing to maintain his office
and to keep all public records and papers belonging thereto in
t he buil di ngs appropriated for such purpose, in accordance wth
the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to
undergo i nprisonnent until he conplies with the provisions of
this section, or until sooner discharged by order of the court,
and to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be paid
to the use of the county.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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