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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 302 =%

| NTRODUCED BY STUBAN, PETRARCA, SWEET, BALDW N AND SHOWERS
FEBRUARY 10, 1987

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 22, 1987
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 2, 1955 (P.L.134, No.39), entitled "An
act relating to public recreation in incorporated towns;
provi ding for the acquisition, nmaintenance and operation of
pl aces of public recreation; providing for a referendumin

certain cases; authorizing the levy of taxes for such
pur poses and validating past actions,"” repealing provisions
. . bt I . I

REQUI R NG VOTER APPROVAL FOR CERTAI N ACQUI SI TI ONS; and maki ng :::

editorial corrections.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3, 4, 5 6, 7 and 9 of the act of June
2, 1955 (P.L.134, No.39), entitled, "An act relating to public
recreation in incorporated towns; providing for the acquisition,
mai nt enance and operation of places of public recreation;
providing for a referendumin certain cases; authorizing the
| evy of taxes for such purposes and validating past actions,”
are anmended to read:

[ Section 3. No appropriation, purchase or |ease shall be

made pursuant to the precedi ng sections whereby any incorporated
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town shall within any period of three years obligate itself to
pay in the aggregate any sum exceedi ng one and one-half mlls on
the total of the assessed valuation of all property, offices,
prof essi ons and persons in the town upon which town taxes are
| evied without consent of the majority of the electors as
herei nafter provided. No such election shall be required in any
case where the question of the increase of the indebtedness of
the town for any of the foregoing purposes shall have been
submtted to, and assented to, by a mgjority of the el ectors of
the town voting on such question at an el ection held according
to | aw

Section 4. \enever any town shall, by ordinance, provide
for the appropriation, purchase or |easing of private property
for the purposes aforesaid and the value of such property, or
the rental thereof, shall alone, or when added to the anount of
l[iability incurred for any of the purposes aforesaid, within the
precedi ng three years exceed one and one-half mlls on the
dol | ar of valuation as provided in the preceding section and the
guestion of the increase of indebtedness of the town for any of
sai d purposes has not been subnmitted to, and assented to, by a
majority of the electors voting on such question at an el ection
hel d for the purpose of obtaining such assent according to |aw,
the council shall cause the question of such appropriation,
purchase or leasing to be submtted to the electors of the town
at an election to be held at the places of holding elections in
said towmn on a day to be fixed by council which shall be the day
of a general, nunicipal or primry el ection.

Section 5. The council shall give notice of the proposed
subm ssi on of such question by weekly advertisenents in a

newspaper of general circulation published in the towm for a
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period of four weeks imedi ately preceding the day of el ection.

Section 6. For the purpose of having such question appear
upon the ballot the council shall certify the question to the
county board of elections at |east twenty-one days before the
day of election. The question may be stated substantially as
fol | ows:

"“Shall the town of acqui re by purchase, or

condemmation, or both, at a price not exceeding

dollars (or by lease for not nore than years at an

annual rental of not nore than dol | ars) property for
t he purpose of making (or of enlarging) public parks, parkways
and pl aygrounds and pl ayfields, including swi mmng pools,
bat hi ng pl aces, indoor recreation centers and gymasi uns wthin
the locality bounded by

The council may at their discretion omt the designation of
the locality.

Section 7. The result of the vote on such question shall be
ascertained and certified in the manner provided by the el ection
| aws of this Commonweal th. No such question determ ned
negatively by the voters shall be again submitted within fifty-
one weeks. ]

Section 9. The proceedings for the condemation of |and for

t he purposes herein set forth shall be as provided in the act of

[June 10, 1901 (P.L.555).] June 22, 1964 (Sp.Sess. P.L.84,

No.6), known as the "Em nent Domai n Code."

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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