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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 220 =%

| NTRODUCED BY SCHEETZ, COWELL, J. L. WRI GHT, VROON, ROBBI NS
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a hazardous materials
col l ection program conferring powers and duties on the

Depart ment of Environnmental Resources; and meking an

appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hazardous
Materials Col |l ection Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly hereby determ nes, declares and finds
that, since hazardous materials in the possession of honmeowners,
farmers, educational institutions, governnent agencies and snal
busi nesses are often disposed of, unknow ngly or carelessly, in

a manner that can threaten human health and safety or the

environnent, it is the purpose of this act to:
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(1) Establish a denonstration program designed to
provi de a safe, econom cal disposal nethod for snal
gquantities of hazardous materials and purge these materials
fromthe mnunicipal waste stream

(2) Educate the public regarding the hazardous nature of
many conmonly used products and to increase public awareness
of the role the consuner plays in the hazardous waste
probl em

(3) Develop a data base of the types and quantities of
smal | hazardous wastes in need of proper disposal so to
better guide collection prograns and nmanagenent in the
future.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Col l ection event." An event conducted by the depart nent
under section 5.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
the Comonwealth and its authorized representatives.

"Di sposal ." The incineration, deposition, injection,
dunpi ng, spilling, |eaking or placing of solid waste into or on
the and or water in a manner that the solid waste or a
constituent of the solid waste enters the environment, is
emtted into the air or is discharged to the waters of this
Conmonweal t h.

"Educational institution.”™ Any institution established and
operated for the purpose of providing educational instruction to
t he public.

"Farmer." Any person whose primary source of incone is
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derived fromthe production and sale of agricultural
commodi ti es.

"Governnent agency." Any branch, departnent, board,
authority or comm ssion of the Commonweal th, any political
subdi vi sion of this Comonweal th or any simlar organization
created by or pursuant to a statute which declares in substance
that the entity perfornms or has for its purpose the perfornance
of an essential governmental function.

"Hazardous materials.” Any material which, because of its
guantity, concentration or physical, chem cal or infectious
characteristics, my:

(1) ~cause or significantly contribute to an increase in
nortality or an increase in norbidity in either an individual
or the popul ation at |arge; or

(2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to
human health or the environnent when inproperly treated,
stored, transported, disposed of or otherw se managed.
"Hazardous waste transporter.”™ Any person |icensed by the

departnment to transport hazardous waste within this Commonweal t h
under the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the
Sol i d Waste Managenent Act.

"Honeowner." Any individual whose personal domcile is
| ocated within this Commonweal t h.

"Person.” Any individual, partnership, corporation,
association, institution, cooperative enterprise, rmunicipal
authority, government agency or any other legal entity
what soever which is recogni zed by | aw as the subject of rights
and duti es.

"Prograns.” The hazardous nmaterials collection program

"Smal | business.” Any conmercial establishnent not regul ated
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under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (Public
Law 94-580, 42 U.S.C. 8 6901 et seq.), except that the term may
i nclude, at the discretion of the departnent, any such
est abl i shnment which satisfies the definition of a "smnal
guantity generator"™ pursuant to that act.
Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall have the power and its duty shall be to:

(1) Establish and adm nister a hazardous naterials

col | ecti on program whi ch provi des honeowners, farners,

educational institutions, governnent agencies and snal

busi nesses with a nechanismfor the proper disposal of smal

guantities of hazardous materials and which provides an

educati onal process to raise public awareness on the need for

proper di sposal .

(2) Performany and all activities necessary to

ef fectuate inplenentation of this act, including, but not

limted to, contracting, pronotion and conduction of

col l ection events under section 5.

Section 5. Hazardous materials collection events.

(a) Contracts for events.--To the extent funds are
appropriated for such purpose, the departnent shall contract
with one or nore hazardous waste transporters to conduct a
m ni mum of one collection event annually in any portion of each
of the followi ng six regions of this Comonweal th for the
pur pose of providing a mechanismfor the proper disposal of
small quantities of hazardous materials:

(1) Region |, to include the counties of Berks, Bucks,

Chester, Del aware, Lehigh, Mntgonmery, Northanpton and

Phi | adel phi a.

(2) Region Il, to include the counties of Carbon,
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Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Schuylkill, Susquehanna,

Wayne and Wom ng.

(3) Region Ill, to include the counties of Adarns,

Bedf ord, Blair, Cunberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton,

Hunt i ngdon, Juni ata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Mfflin, Perry and

Yor k.

(4) Region IV, to include the counties of Bradford,
Canmeron, Clearfield, Centre, Cinton, Colunbia, Lycom ng,
Mont our, Northunberl and, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga and
Uni on.

(5) Region V, to include the counties of Allegheny,
Arnstrong, Beaver, Canbria, Fayette, G eene, Indiana,

Soner set, Washi ngton and West nor el and.

(6) Region VI, to include the counties of Butler,
Clarion, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefferson, Law ence,
McKean, Mercer, Venango and \Warren.

(b) Types and anounts of waste.--The departnent shal
establish the types and maxi mum anmounts of hazardous materials
to be accepted fromany person during a collection event which
shall be accepted by the contracted transporter at no charge to
participants to the extent funds are nmade avail able. The
contracted transporter nmay, at its option, accept such types or
amounts of materials or wastes which exceed these levels for a
fee, subject to the approval of the departnent. Al materials or
wast es accepted by a contracted transporter shall be disposed of
in a manner consistent with the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L. 380,
No. 97), known as the Solid Waste Managenent Act.

(c) Pronotional activities.--In order to raise public
awar eness on this issue, provide an education process, and

enhance participation at such collection events, the departnent
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1 shall be authorized to use up to 5% of the funds appropriated
2 for the programin any one year for public education and

3 collection event pronotion. The departnment shall al so be

4 authorized to use up to 5% of the appropriated funds for its

5 administrative costs in inplenenting the program

6 Section 6. Reports to Ceneral Assenbly.

7 Wthin two nonths follow ng the end of any fiscal year in

8 which the General Assenbly has appropriated funds for the

9 hazardous materials collection program the departnent shal

10 prepare and submt to the House Conservation Commttee and

11 Senate Environnental Resources and Energy Conmittee a report

12 summarizing its activities under the program including an

13 identification of the date and place of each collection event,
14 the cost of each event, the level of participation, the types
15 and anounts of materials or wastes collected, an analysis of the
16 benefits accrued and recomrendati ons regarding the fundi ng of
17 future events under this program

18 Section 7. Appropriation.

19 The sum of $500, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
20 is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Environnmental
21 Resources for the fiscal year July 1, 1987, to June 30, 1988, to
22 carry out the provisions of this act.
23 Section 8. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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