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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 191 55

| NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, DeWEESE, SAURNMAN, COWELL, JOHNSON
MORRI S, HALUSKA, SCHULER, Tl GUE, BUNT, FOX, KOSI NSKI
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CAWLEY AND MERRY, FEBRUARY 4, 1987
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Pennsylvania Witing Project, designed to

i mprove the witing skills of teachers and students of this

Commonweal t h; and nmaki ng an appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent.

The CGeneral Assenbly recognizes that there has been a
significant decline in the witing skills of students in
Pennsyl vania. A variety of factors contribute to this decline,
but a maj or cause has been the | ack of adequate teacher
preparation in witing instruction. The General Assenbly
acknow edges that coll eges and universities are inproving
t eacher education progranms in this area; however, these

i nprovenents will not be sufficient to inprove the witing

skills of students in Pennsylvania. Therefore, the General
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Assenbly recogni zes that the retraining of existing teachers in
the teaching of witing skills nust be a priority neasure in

i mproving the quality of witing instruction in the schools of
this Cormmonweal th. The General Assenbly further recognizes that
the witing problemis shared by all segnments and | evel s of
education and that it can best be addressed by cooperatively

pl anned and funded efforts.

Section 2. Pennsylvania Witing Project established.

The Departnent of Education shall establish the Pennsyl vania
Witing Project. Colleges and universities and public and
nonpubl i c schools nmay apply to serve as project sites. The
foll owi ng requirenents are established for the departnent:

(1) The department shall distribute witing project
sites throughout this Comonweal th so that school and coll ege
personnel located in rural, urban and suburban areas nmay
avai |l thensel ves of witing skills training.

(2) For the 1987-1988 school year, the departnent shal
utilize existing sites established at West Chester University
of Pennsylvania, the Capitol Canpus of The Pennsyl vania State
University, California University of Pennsylvania, Gannon
University and the University of Pittsburgh and may establish
three additional sites. For the 1988-1989 school year, and
school years thereafter, the departnent shall sel ect project
sites, within the anounts appropriated for this act, to
conply with the geographic distribution requirenents of this
secti on.

(3) The department shall approve a director for each
proj ect site.

Section 3. Criteria for program sel ection.

In selecting witing prograns the Departnent of Education
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shall use, but not be limted to, the following criteria:

(1) The program shall be designed to inprove
systematically the witing skills of project participants,
the teachers to be trained by participants, and ultimtely,
students attending el enentary, secondary and postsecondary
school s.

(2) The program shall be accredited or authorized by the
National Witing Project and shall adhere to its established
nodel .

(3) Participating elenentary and secondary school s and
col |l eges and universities shall provide financial and
per sonnel support to the witing project site.

(4) The program shall use participants as witing skil
trainers in elenmentary and secondary schools and col |l eges and
uni versities.

(5) The programshall utilize various |evels and
segnents of education in a cooperative approach.

(6) The program shall provide continuing witing skills
training to project participants.

(7) The program shall conduct an ongoi ng eval uation to
assess the witing skills of students of the program and
shall solicit participant coments regarding the

ef fectiveness of the program

Section 4. Operation of prograns.

The director of each programsite is authorized to, but not

l[imted to, performthe follow ng functions:

(1) Enploy staff and contract for services to operate
the programsite.
(2) Establish tuition for the prograns.

(3) Receive gifts and contributions. Al funds shall be

19870H0191B0209 - 3 -



used solely for prograns and expenses incurred in operating
t he program

(4) Receive in-kind services frompublic and private
hi gher education institutions or school districts, private
school s or other education agencies providing assistance to
el enentary and secondary educati on prograns.

(5) Structure progranms in order that students may

recei ve Departnent of Education approved inservice or
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post baccal aureate credits.

10 Section 5. Appropriation.

11 In addition to such amobunts as may be determ ned by the
12 Ceneral Assenbly in succeeding years, the sum of $240,000 is
13 hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education for the
14 fiscal year July 1, 1987, to June 30, 1988, to carry out the
15 provisions of this act.

16 Section 6. Effective date.

17 This act shall take effect July 1, 1987.
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