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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 8 >Toar”

I NTRODUCED BY VEON, [ RVIS, MANDERI NO, Pl EVSKY, COHEN, O DONNELL,

D. R WRIGHT, |TKIN, DOVBROWSKI, F. TAYLOR, FEE, STEWART,
KUKOVI CH, M CHLOVI C, CARN, OLIVER, KOSI NSKI, ACOSTA, TRUVAN,
RCEBUCK, STUBAN, COWNELL, DelLUCA, CAPPABI ANCA, BALDW N
SHOAERS, PRESTON, FATTAH, LINTON, WGGE NS, JOSEPHS, DEAL,
GRUI TZA, COLAFELLA, PISTELLA, RUDY, WASS, FOX, COyY,
PRESSVANN, HARPER, LESCOVI TZ AND LI VENGOOD, MARCH 18, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 18, 1987
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AN ACT

Providing that certain funds received under the Federal Job

Trai ning Partnership Act shall be used to provide support
services related to job training; and providing for
eligibility for such services.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Training

Assi st ance Act.

Section 2. Statenment of purpose.

It is the intention of the General Assenbly that job training

opportunities be available to those who nost need training in

order to obtain |ife-sustaining enploynent. The purpose of this

act

is to ensure that individuals w thout adequate neans of

support to neet their basic personal needs nay receive support

services necessary to enroll in and remain in appropriate job
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trai ni ng prograrns.
Section 3. Establishnent of needs-based paynment fund by private
i ndustry councils.

Each private industry council established pursuant to the Job
Trai ning Partnership Act (Public Law 97-300, 96 Stat. 1322)
shal |l set aside a m ninmmof 5% of funds received under Part A
of Title Il of the Job Training Partnership Act to establish a
fund to provide needs-based paynents to individuals in
particul arly vul nerabl e economi c situations, in order that they
m ght fully participate in training prograns avail able under the
Job Training Partnership Act sponsored by the private industry
council. Private industry councils shall be eligible to receive
State matching funds of $1 for every $2 of Job Training
Partnership Act funds set aside for needs-based paynents. State
mat chi ng paynments shall be applicable only to the first 5% of
the total Part A of Title Il of the Job Training Partnership Act
funds set aside for needs-based paynents. Matching funds shal
be used solely for needs-based paynents.
Section 4. Eligibility for needs-based paynents.

(a) Needs-based paynents for individuals wthout other
i ncome. - - Needs- based paynents shall be provided to individuals
participating in training who do not have any ot her source of
income in an anount as close to, but not exceeding, the anmount
of $8 a day for each day of training which they attend. These
paynents are to help defray the costs of transportation and to
hel p the participant neet his basic needs while in training.
Each private industry council must assure that paynents are
di sal | oned for days of training which the participant fails to
attend, regardl ess of cause.

(b) Needs-based paynents for individuals with other
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i ncome. - - Needs- based paynents may al so be provided to

i ndi vi dual s who have incone from unenpl oynent conpensati on,
publ i c assistance or other sources in order to help defray the
costs of participation in training. Paynments nmade to individuals
under this section shall not exceed $5 a day for each day of
training which they attend. Each private industry council mnust
assure that paynents are disallowed for days of training which
the participant fails to attend, regardl ess of cause.

(c) Paynents for individuals exhausting unenpl oynent
conpensati on benefits while participating in a training
program - - Needs- based paynents shall be provided to individuals
participating in training who exhaust unenpl oynent conpensation
paynents during a training course and are not eligible for cash
assi stance paynents pursuant to the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, in an anount
not exceeding $177 a nmonth. These paynments are to help the
partici pant neet his basic needs while in training. Each private
i ndustry council nust assure that nonthly paynents are reduced
accordingly for days of training which the participant fails to
attend, regardl ess of cause. Paynents under this section shal
be limted to three nonths in any cal endar year.

(d) Need for needs-based paynents in excess of avail able
funds. --Were need for needs-based paynents exceeds avail abl e
funds, local private industry councils shall tighten eligibility
criteria or reduce benefits for needs-based paynents. Every
effort shall be nade to provide assistance with funds avail abl e
to those with the | owest incomes. Private industry councils
shall collect data on the need for such paynents and the extent
to which they are able to neet the needs and shall submt a

yearly report to the Departnment of Labor and Industry no |ater
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1 than Novenber 30 each year. The Departnment of Labor and | ndustry
2 shall conpile the reports fromthe private industry councils and
3 submit to the CGeneral Assenbly, no later than January 31 each

4 year, a Statew de report on the need for needs-based paynents

5 and the ability of private industry councils to neet these needs
6 wth avail able funds. The General Assenbly shall have conplete

7 access to all data upon which the annual report is based.

8 (e) Enploynent or training services.--Individuals who are

9 otherwise eligible for enploynent or training services nmay not
10 be deni ed such services by reason of being eligible for needs-
11 based paynents.

12 (f) Definition.--As used in this section the term"incone,"
13 for the purpose of determning eligibility for needs-based

14 paynents, neans all inconme from whatever source derived,

15 including, but not limted to, salaries, wages, bonuses,

16 conmm ssions, inconme from self-enploynent, alinmony, support

17 noney, cash public assistance and relief, the gross anount of

18 any pensions or annuities (including railroad retirenent

19 benefits), all benefits received under the Social Security Act
20 (except Medicare benefits), all benefits received under State
21 unenpl oynent insurance |aws and veterans' disability paynents,
22 all interest received fromthe Federal or any state governnent,
23 or any instrunmentality or political subdivision thereof,
24 realized capital gains, rentals, worknmen's conpensation and the
25 gross amount of loss-of-tinme insurance benefits, life insurance
26 benefits and proceeds (except the first $5,000 of the total of
27 death benefit paynents), and gifts of cash or property (other
28 than transfers by gift between nenbers of a household) in excess
29 of a total value of $300, but does not include surplus food or

30 other relief in kind supplied by a governnental agency or
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1 property tax or rent rebate or inflation dividend.
2 Section 5. Effective date.
3 This act shall take effect July 1, 1987.
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