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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenorating the 40th anniversary of the devel opnent of the
world' s first all-electronic conputing device.

WHEREAS, An engi neering research team at the Mobore School of
El ectrical Engineering at the University of Pennsylvani a began
working in the Spring of 1943 on an el ectronic conputing device;
and

WHEREAS, Two and one-half years later, on February 14, 1946,
ENI AC, the Electronic Nunerical Integrator and Conputer, the
world' s first all-electronic, |arge scale, general purpose
di gital conputer was unveiled in Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, ENI AC was the | argest el ectronic machine in the
world and it could perform conputations 1,000 tines faster than
any ot her machine then in existence; and

WHEREAS, A new epoch in the history of human thought dawned
with the devel opnment of EN AC, and
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WHEREAS, ENI AC s first assignnment--a nuclear physics problem
t hat woul d have required an estinmated 100 nmen and wonen wor Ki ng
for one year to solve--was acconplished in two hours; and

WHEREAS, In 1984 ENIAC s role in the history of technol ogy
was recogni zed by the National Society of Professional
Engi neers, which named it one of the ten npbst outstandi ng
engi neering devel opnments of the past half century; and

WHEREAS, A cel ebration commenorating the 40th Anniversary of
ENI AC is scheduled to be held by the University of Pennsyl vania
in Cctober 1986; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives join with the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania in commenorating the 40th Anniversary

of ENI AC.
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