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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 228 %%

| NTRODUCED BY M LLER, LLOYD, M CHLOVI C, BURNS, GODSHALL, VROON,
LAUGHLI N, REBER, COY, RAYMOND, PI STELLA, LASHI NCER, OLASZ
ARTY, TRUVAN, FOX, SWEET, M COZZIE, |TKIN, SERAFI N, HOAETT,
WOGAN, HALUSKA, PETRARCA, FATTAH, J. TAYLOR, RI CHARDSON
McVERRY, MRKONIC, D. W SNYDER AND GEI ST, JANUARY 27, 1986

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON RULES, JANUARY 28, 1986
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a performance audit of the Pennsyl vania

Weat heri zati on Assi stance Program (WAP).

WHEREAS, Weat herization is a federally funded program
designed to assist lowincone famlies reduce their heating
costs, save energy and obtain warmer housing; the Departnent of
Public Wl fare receives Federal Departnment of Health and Hunman
Services funding for the Low I nconme Hone Energy Assistance
Program (LI HEAP) and may all ocate portions of these noneys to
weat heri zation; the Departnent of Community Affairs (DCA)
recei ves Federal Departnment of Energy (DOE) funding for
weat heri zati on and adm ni sters LI HEAP/ DCE funds for WAP; the DCA
contracts with political subdivisions and nonprofit
or gani zati ons, known as | ocal service agencies, throughout
Pennsyl vani a to weat heri ze i ncone-eligi bl e househol ds; and

WHEREAS, Since 1979, the average cost of electricity has

i ncreased by nore than 60% and the cost of gas has al nost
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doubl ed; many | ow i ncome househol ds are unable to either pay for
fuel oil or to neet their utility bills; and the Pennsylvani a
Public Utility Comm ssion has directed its staff to prepare
regul ations to require utilities to sponsor weatheri zation
prograns for | owincome households, to include energy surveys,
| ow- cost weat heri zati on nmeasures, and conservation education, it
being in the public interest to prevent the escal ati on of
uncol | ecti bl e accounts which could be witten off and included
inautility's requests for future rate increases; and

WHEREAS, The overall anount of funding for the Pennsylvani a
WAP has decreased from $32,800,000 in fiscal year 1983-1984 to
$22, 400,000 in 1984-1985, to a projected total of $19, 300,000 in
1985-1986; the DCE funds may be phased out entirely by fiscal
year 1986-1987; and

WHEREAS, Li nkages between various State and | ocal agencies,
i ncludi ng the volunteer sector, are conplex and diverse, and
there is a pressing need to ensure that the Pennsylvania WAP i s
adm ni stered effectively and properly, using reduced resources;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee to conduct a
performance audit of the Pennsylvania Watherizati on Assi stance
Program The conmittee shall conduct such inquiries as it deens
necessary, including, but not limted to, obtaining interviews
wi th sanples of provider agencies and recipients, with
responsi bl e adm ni strators within the Departnment of Public
Wel fare and the Departnent of Community Affairs, the Governor's
Energy Council, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Comm ssion, and
t he Weat heri zation Policy Advisory Council of the Departnent of

Community Affairs, and with such other persons and entities as
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it deens necessary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee, in developing its
recommendations, direct particular attention to identifying ways
in which the WAP can be nore widely utilized, and that the

commttee report its findings and reconmendati ons to the Senate
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and the House of Representatives as soon as possible.
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