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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 74 e

| NTRODUCED BY MANM LLER, DI NI NNI', PI CCOLA AND WAMBACH, APRIL 16,
1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 16, 1985
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A RESOLUTI ON
Congratul ati ng the County of Dauphin on its 200t h Anniversary.
WHEREAS, Dauphin County is celebrating its 200th Anniversary
wi th special events and festivities planned throughout 1985; and
WHEREAS, In April of 1785, on petition of John Harris I,
founder of Harrisburg, the Pennsylvania Assenbly erected a new
county fromthe northern part of Lancaster County. The aid given
by France to the Anerican Col onies during the Revol ution created
an ent husi asm for nam ng the new county "Dauphin"” in honor of
t he el dest son of the King of France; and
WHEREAS, The original townships in the new County of Dauphin
were Derry, Londonderry, Paxton, Wst Hanover, East Hanover,
M ddl e Paxton, Lower Paxton, Lebanon, Bethel and Hei del burg; and
WHEREAS, The first Court House was built on ground donated by
John Harris for that purpose in 1790. It was used until 1860
when a new Court House was built on the sane grounds. It
remai ned in use until 1943 when the present Court House at Front

and Market Streets in Harrisburg was built; and
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WHEREAS, The | argest municipality in the county is the City
of Harrisburg, founded in 1785 by John Harris Il. The city,
which is located in the fifth |argest nmetropolitan area in the
Commonweal th, is the county seat and the capital of the
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, On COctober 12, 1812, all governnment offices for the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania were noved to Harrisburg, using in
part ground given to the Commonweal th by John Harris when he
plotted the town in 1785; and

WHEREAS, The first newspaper of the county was the Harrisburg
Journal and Advertiser, later called the Oracle of Dauphin,
whi ch was first published in 1789; and

WHEREAS, The strategic | ocation of the county, conmbined with
t he exi stence of major railroads, airports and an extensive
network of Federal and State hi ghways, has attracted
manuf act uri ng and war ehousing facilities which contribute to the
devel opnment of comrercial and service activities throughout the
county; and

WHEREAS; The county and surroundi ng area has a nunber of
institutions of higher learning, including The MIlton S. Hershey
Medi cal Center of the Pennsylvania State University in Hershey,
the Harrisburg Area Cormmunity Col | ege, the Pennsylvania State
Uni versity Capitol Canmpus in M ddl etown, D ckinson Coll ege,

Di cki nson School of Law, Messiah College and the University
Center at Harrisburg, which consists of extension prograns

of fered by a consortiumof five institutions of higher |earning,
i ncludi ng Tenpl e University, the Pennsylvania State University,
the University of Pennsylvania, Lebanon Valley Coll ege and

El i zabet ht own Col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Sports and recreation also play a mgjor role in the
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grow h and activity of the county. The Hershey Park amusenent
conpl ex and the Penn National Race Course attract mllions of
visitors to the county each year. Dauphin County is the honme of
t he Hershey Bears of the Anmerican Hockey League and is the site
of the Lady Keystone Open CGol f Tournanent of the LPGA tour, as
wel | as other tournanents. Excellent fishing is available in the
many | i mestone trout streans of the county and the Susquehanna
River; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives congratul ate the
citizens of Dauphin County on the nonentous and j oyous occasion
of the 200th Anniversary of its creation and the role it has
pl ayed as a vital, valuable and prestigious county; and express
its hope for many nore years of growth; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the O fice of county Conm ssioners of Dauphin County, Dauphin
County Court House, Harrisburg, Pennsyl vani a.
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