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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2164 5

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERVMAN, PUNT, MORRI'S, COY, CARLSON, BROUJGCS,
RCEBUCK, HASAY, CGEORGE, PIEVSKY, D. R WRI GHT, CEl ST,
BORTNER, DOVBROWBKI, HERMAN, COLAFELLA, DI STLER, LLOYD,
BOALEY, SHOWERS, GRUPPO, RUDY, BLACK, LI VENGOCOD, SEMMVEL, FEE,
G M OSNYDER, STUBAN, SALOCOM COLE, HALUSKA, STABACK,
BALDW N, TRELLO, KASUNI C, McCALL, LAUGHLIN, | TKIN, WAMBACH,
PRESTON, DAW DA AND ARTY, FEBRUARY 12, 1986

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 3, 1986
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AN ACT

Providing for the establishnment and operation of a Statew de
system for the prevention and control of rabies; inposing
addi ti onal powers and duties on the Departnments of Health and
Agricul ture and the Pennsyl vania Gane Comm ssion; providing
for emergency declarations; fixing penalties for violations;
and maki ng appropriations.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rabies
Prevention and Control in Donmestic Animals and Wldlife Act.
Section 2. Findings.

(a) Incidence in rabies.--The incidence of rabies throughout
this Cormmonweal th has increased over the past six years in
al arm ng proportions. In 1985, 450 |aboratory-confirned rabies
cases were reported in this Comonweal th, as conpared to only 16
confirmed cases in 1979. Furthernore, the epidemc is spreading
across the State. In 1981, only nine counties reported cases of
rabi es, whereas, in 1985, rabies cases were reported in al nost
hal f the counties of this Conmmonwealth.

(b) Inpact of rabies epidemc.--The soci oeconom ¢ i npact of
the epidemc is frightening. Not only is the postexposure
treatment costly but the protocol surrounding a single suspected
rabid animal requires the expenditure of both nonetary and human
resour ces.

Section 3. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly to provide a

conpr ehensi ve rabies control programinvol ving research,

prevention and education which will protect the citizens of this
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Commonweal th from an unnecessary and harnful rabies epidemc.
Section 4. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Gane Comnm ssi on.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
"Designated risk area.” A region of the State within

geographi ¢ boundaries fixed by the departnent where the
occurrence of rabies poses a grave health risk to human or
ani mal popul ati on.

"Local health agency." An agency of the Comonweal th, or one
recogni zed by the Conmonweal th, |ocated in each county
responsi bl e for overseeing the provisions of this act.

"RABIES." | N MAN AND ANI VAL, HYDROPHOBI A, AN ACUTE VI RAL
DI SEASE OF THE CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM USUALLY TRANSM TTED TO MAN
THROUGH THE | NJECTI ON OF SALI VA BY AN ANI VAL BI TE

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 5. Statew de system for rabies control

The departnent, in cooperation with the comm ssion and the
Department of Agriculture, shall establish a Statew de system
for the prevention and control of rabies in both wild and
donmestic animals. The systemw || enconpass both a conprehensive
research program ai med at ending the rabies epidemc in the wild
and a rabies control program which includes standardi zed
procedures to follow in regions of this Conmonweal th which have
been declared as designated risk areas by the secretary.

Section 6. Powers and duties of departnent.
The departnent shall have the foll owi ng power and duties:

(1) Monitor, in cooperation with the Departnent of
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Agriculture and the comm ssion, the confirmed incidences of
rabies in both domestic and wild animals.

(2) Determ ne, based on the nunber of confirned cases,

t he nunber of projected incidences, the probability of human
contact and the rapidity of the spread of the rabies, where a
public risk may exist.

(3) Declare regions of the State as designated risk
areas, after notification of the counties involved, and
institute the relevant actions outlined in this act, as well
as others determ ned by the departnent which shall be
i npl enented, until it is determned that the threat of the
rabi es epidem c no | onger exists.

(4) In designated risk areas, institute an intensive
publ i ¢ educati on canpai gn on rabies through newspapers, radio

and tel evision announcenents.

Section 7. Powers and duties of |ocal health agencies.

The | ocal health agencies, or designees shall have the

foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) Furnish information to the departnent concerning the
preval ence of rabies within its jurisdiction whenever or as
often as requested to do so by the departnent.

(2) Notify the appropriate State health official or
public health veterinarian of incidents reported under the
provi sions of section 9(1) and (2).

(3) In designated risk areas, cooperate in the
establishment of antirabies clinics according to section

11(b) and (c).

Section 8. Testing.

Al'l testing and ot her necessary or appropriate rabies control

conduct ed upon rabid or suspected rabid aninmals appropriate to

19860H2164B3514 - 4 -



1 protect human |ife and safety shall be conducted free of charge
2 at State |aboratories or other facilities designated by the

3 secretary.

4 Section 9. Reports of possible rabies cases.

5 Any one of the followi ng incidents shall be imediately

6 reported to the |l ocal health agency, or its designee.

7 (1) Know edge that a dog, cat or other aninmal has

8 bitten, scratched or otherw se exposed an individual to a

9 possi bl e rabi es infection.

10 (2) Suspicion that an animal has rabies.

11 (3) The nunber of human rabi es vacci nes whi ch have been
12 adm ni stered.

13 Seetion-10—Vaceination-of dogs-

14 tay—Vacchnation required.--Each person-who -owns or keeps—a
15 degthat—+s—threermpaths—ot—ageor—older—shal—have thedog

16
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SECTI ON 10. VACCI NATI ON REQUI RED; CERTI FI CATE AND TAG <—
(A) REQUI REMENT. - - EVERY PERSON LI VI NG I N A DESI GNATED RI SK
AREA, OMNI NG OR KEEPI NG A DOG OR CAT OVER THREE MONTHS OF AGE,
SHALL CAUSE THAT DOG OR CAT TO BE VACCI NATED AGAI NST RABI ES.
EXCEPT AS PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON (B), RABIES VACCI NE SHALL BE
ADM NI STERED BY A LI CENSED VETERI NARI AN. THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL
RECOGNI ZE THE THREE- YEAR RABI ES VACCI NE AS THE VACCI NE TO BE
USED. THOSE AN MALS VACCI NATED AFTER ONE YEAR OF AGE SHALL GET
BOOSTER VACCI NATI ONS EVERY THREE YEARS THEREAFTER THOSE AN MALS
VACCI NATED PRI OR TO ONE YEAR OF AGE WLL BE CONSI DERED PROTECTED
FOR ONLY ONE YEAR AND SHALL RECEI VE A BOOSTER VACCI NATI ON ONE
YEAR LATER ON THE ANNI VERSARY DATE OF THE ORI G NAL VACCI NATI ON,
AND SHALL BE VACCI NATED EVERY THREE YEARS THEREAFTER.
(B) OTHER PERSONS. - - PERSONS WHO HAVE VACCI NATED THEI R
ANI MALS PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT SHALL BE
AUTHORI ZED TO VACCI NATE SUCH ANI MALS BUT SHALL MAI NTAI N RECORDS
I NDI CATI NG PURCHASE OF VACCI NE AND THE DATE OF ADM NI STERI NG THE
VACCI NE. FARVERS AND DOG KENNEL OMNERS SHALL ALSO BE PERM TTED
TO VACCI NATE THEI R ANl MALS BUT SHALL MAI NTAI N RECORDS | NDI CATI NG
PURCHASE OF VACCI NE AND THE DATE OF ADM NI STERI NG THE VACCI NE.
(C) CERTI FI CATE AND TAG OF VACCI NATI ON. - - EVERY LI CENSED
VETERI NARI AN VWHO VACCI NATES A DOG OR CAT AGAI NST RABI ES SHALL
| SSUE A VACCI NATI ON CERTI FI CATE AND TAG PROVI DED BY THE
MANUFACTURER TO THE OMNER. | NFORMATI ON CONTAI NED | N RABI ES

19860H2164B3514 - 7 -
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VACCI NATI ON RECORDS SHALL NOT' BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF

LI CENSI NG ANl MALS OR FOR TAXATI ON OF | NDI VI DUALS FOR OMI NG
ANI MALS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, EACH LI CENSED
VETERI NARI AN MAY SELECT A VACCINE OF H' S CHO CE AND USE THE
PROCEDURES FOR ADM NI STERING I T AS ARE CONSI STENT W TH THE
RECOVMVENDATI ONS OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY VWHI CH LI CENSES THE
VACCI NE.

(D) ENFORCEMENT. - -1 N DESI GNATED RI SK AREAS, | T SHALL BE THE
DUTY OF EVERY POLI CE OFFI CER OR STATE DOG WARDEN OR ANI MAL
CONTROL OFFI CER TO I SSUE A CI TATI ON TO EVERY PERSON WHO OANS A
DOG OR CAT VWHICH IS NOT VACCI NATED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (A).
SECTI ON 11. ANTI RABI ES CLI NI CS.

I N DESI GNATED RI SK AREAS AND | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE
RESPECTI VE LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS, LOCAL HEALTH BOARDS OR
LOCAL HEALTH OFFI CERS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF LOW COST, SELF-FI NANCI NG ANTI RABI ES CLINICS I N
EACH COUNTY. THESE CLI NI CS SHALL BE OFFERED AT LOCATI ONS AND ON
DATES AS THE DEPARTMENT AND THE RESPECTI VE LOCAL HEALTH
AUTHORI TI ES SHALL DETERM NE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH
VACCI NATI ON PROCEDURES FOR CATS AND DOGS TO BE USED AT THE
CLI NI CS AND SHALL CHARGE SUCH FEES AS MAY BE REQUI RED TO COVER
I TS COSTS FOR MATERI AL AND SERVI CE PROVI DED. | N ESTABLI SH NG
ANTI RABI ES CLI NI CS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COOPERATE W TH LOCAL
VETERI NARI ANS AND OTHER LOCAL ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL PURCHASE AND SUPPLY, AT COST, THE NECESSARY QUANTI TI ES OF
VACCI NE AT EACH ESTABLI SHED ANTI RABI ES CLI NI C.

Section 12. Powers and duties of conm ssion.

(a) Powers and duties.--The conm ssion shall devel op and <—

adm-nistrate, ADM Nl STER AND ENTER | NTO A CONTRACT W TH W STAR <—

I NSTI TUTE FOR a conprehensive multiyear wildlife vaccine
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research program which may include, but not be limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The identification of an appropriate wildlife
vacci ne.

(2) The devel opnent of effective bait attractants for
wildlife in the field.

(3) Assessnent of the duration of the immunity of the
ani mal , once vaccinated, as well as the effects of the
vaccine on wildlife, its safety and stability, and the
econoni cs of vaccine production.

(4) The identification and devel opment of a distribution
system for the dissem nation of the bait in rural and urban
envi ronment .

(b) Mnitoring and reporting of research activity.--

(1) Annually, the comm ssion shall provide to the
CGeneral Assenbly a status report of the research activity
conducted fromthe prior year. The status report shal
contain a sunmary of the research and the doll ars expended.

(2) Prior to the distribution of the bait in rural and
urban environnments, a conprehensive report outlining the
di stribution procedure nust be subnmitted to the Ceneral
Assenbly for review

Section 13. Penalty.
A person who violates any provision of this act conmits a
m sdeneanor and shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a
fine not exceeding $300 for each violation. Each day of
violation shall constitute a separate offense.
Section 14. Appropriations.
(a) Departnent of Health.--The sum of $250,00606 $50, 000, or <—

as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to
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the Departnent of Health for the fiscal year July 1, 1986, to
June 30, 1987, for the admi nistration of the provisions of this
act .

(b) Pennsyl vani a Gamre Conmi ssion.--The sum of $273, 000, or
as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to
t he Pennsyl vania Gane Commi ssion for the fiscal year July 1,
1986, to June 30 1987, for the devel opnment and adm nistration of
a conprehensive nultiyear wildlife rabies vaccine research
program
Section 15. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.

Section 16. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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