PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2205 PRINTER S NO. 2619

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1731 %%

I NTRODUCED BY MURPHY, DAW DA AND LEVDANSKY, OCTOBER 7, 1985

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 9, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), entitled
"An act giving nmunicipalities the right and power to adopt
home rul e charters or one of several optional plans of
government and to exercise the powers and authority of |ocal
sel f-governnment subject to certain restrictions and
limtations; providing procedures for such adoption and
defining the effect thereof,” providing for election district
amendnments; AND MAKI NG A REPEAL. <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 221 of the act of April 13, 1972
(P.L.184, No.62), known as the Honme Rule Charter and Opti onal
Pl ans Law, anmended Decenber 13, 1974 (P.L.958, No.314), is
amended to read:
Section 221. (a) The procedure for anending a honme rule
charter or optional plan of governnent shall be through the
initiative procedure and referendum or ordi nance of the
governi ng body as hereinafter provided for in this act.
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(B) INCTIES WH CH WOULD BE CLASSI FI ED SECOND CLASS BUT <—

HAVE ADOPTED A HOME RULE CHARTER, CHANGES IN THE METHOD OF

ELECTI ON OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF ANY SUCH CI TY FROM ELECTI ONS

AT LARGE TO EI THER ELECTI ONS BY DI STRICT OR ELECTI ONS PARTI ALLY

BY DI STRICT AND PARTIALLY AT LARGE OR CHANGES IN THE NUMBER OF

VEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY MAY BE | MPLEMENTED BY AMENDI NG A

HOVE RULE CHARTER THROUGH THE | NI Tl ATI VE PROCEDURE AND

REFERENDUM OR THROUGH AN ORDI NANCE OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY

PROPOSI NG AN AMENDIVENT BY REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTI ON W THOUT

CREATI ON OF A GOVERNMENT STUDY COMM SSION. |F TWO OR MORE

QUESTI ONS APPEAR ON THE BALLOT AT THE SAME ELECTI ON AND SUCH

QUESTI ONS ARE IN CONFLI CT_AND MORE THAN ONE RECEI VES THE

APPROVAL OF THE VOTERS, THE QUESTI ON WH CH RECEI VES THE LARGEST

NUMBER OF AFFI RVATI VE VOTES SHALL PREVAI L OVER THE OTHERS.

| F. THE REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTI ON RESULTS IN THE APPROVAL BY

THE VOTERS TO AMEND THE HOVE RULE CHARTER TO PROVI DE FOR THE

ELECTI ON OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF SUCH A TY EI THER BY DI STRI CTS

OR PARTIALLY BY DI STRICTS AND PARTIALLY AT LARGE, OR IN A CHANGE

N THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY _THE | NI TI AL

APPORTI ONVENT _OF THE DI STRICTS SHALL BE MADE BY AN APPORTI ONMENT

COVWM SSI ON CONSI STI NG OF FI VE MEMBERS, THREE TO BE APPO NTED BY

THE MAYOR AND TWO TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNI NG BODY. SUCH
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APPO NTMENTS SHALL BE MADE W THI N TEN DAYS AFTER THE

CERTI FI CATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTI ON BY THE COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS. |F THE APPO NTMENTS ARE NOT MADE W THI N SUCH TEN-

DAY PERI OD, THE PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF

THE COUNTY IN WHICH SUCH A TY IS LOCATED SHALL MAKE THE

APPO NTMENTS NOT YET MADE. |F THE QUESTI ON APPROVED BY THE

VOTERS DCOES NOT_PROVI DE FOR THE SCHEDULE OF ELECTI ON OF NEW

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY OR THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE
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GOVERNI NG BODY_OR THE STATUS OF MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG BODY I N

=Y
o

OFFI CE ON THE DAY BEFORE THE AMENDVENT TO THE CHARTER BECOVES

=
=

EFFECTI VE, SUCH MATTERS SHALL BE MADE BY THE APPORTI ONMENT

=
N

COW SSI ON AS PART OF THE APPORTI ONMENT PLAN.

=
w

THE DUTI ES OF THE APPORTI ONMENT COWM SSION SHALL BE TO USE

H
o

THE OFFI G AL_DATA OF THE UNI TED STATES BUREAU OF THE CENSUS TO

=Y
(63}

DEFINE THE LINES THAT DI VIDE THE COUNCIL DI STRICTS, TO MAKE THEM

=Y
(e}

AS NEARLY EQUAL | N POPULATI ON AS PRACTI CABLE AND AS COMPACT_ AND

=
\l

CONTI GUAUS AS POSSI BLE AND TO BEST PROVI DE FOR RACI AL BALANCE ON

=Y
oo

THE GOVERNI NG BODY. THE APPORTI ONVENT COWM SSI ON SHALL MAKE

=
O

EVERY EFFORT TO MAI NTAI' N NEI GHBORHOOD BOUNDARY LI NES OF

N
o

COMMUNI TI ES OF LI KE | NTEREST WHENEVER PRACTI CABLE. THE

N
=

APPORTI ONVENT _COVM SSION SHALL, W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE

N
N

APPO NTMENT OF ALL OF | TS MEMBERS, ADOPT A FINAL PLAN FOR

N
w

APPORTI ONVENT. THE ADOPTI ON SHALL BE BY A VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF

N
~

THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON.  NOTI CE OF THE ADOPTI ON OF THE

N
(63}

PLAN SHALL BE MADE I N AT _LEAST TWO NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL

N
(e}

CIRCULATION IN THE G TY FOR AT LEAST TWO TIMES IN EACH CF TWO

N
~

CONSECUTI VE EEKS.  THE PLAN SHALL BE EFFECTI VE AT _THE NEXT

N
oo

MUNI CI PAL_ELECTI ON FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH' S

N
(o]

SUBSECTI ON. THE PLAN NMAY BE APPEALED BY ANY REGQ STERED VOTER OF

30 SUCH G TY TO THE APPROPRI ATE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS WTHI N THI RTY
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DAYS OF THE DATE THE LAST NOTI CE APPEARED | N THE NEWSPAPER.

NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 13,

1974 (P.L.947, NO.312), KNOMW AS THE "MJUNI Cl PAL REAPPORTI ONMVENT

ACT," WTH N THE YEAR FOLLOWN NG THAT IN WH CH THE FEDERAL

CENSUS, DECENNIAL OR SPECIAL, |S OFFICIALLY AND FINALLY

REPORTED, ANY SUCH CI TY WHI CH HAS AMENDED | TS HOME RULE CHARTER

TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTION OF | TS GOVERNI NG BODY BY DI STRI CTS

OR PARTIALLY BY DI STRICTS SHALL BE REAPPORTI ONED BY A

REAPPORTI ONVENT_COVM SSI ON APPO NTED I N THE SAME MANNER AND

HAVI NG THE SAME DUTI ES AS THE APPORTI ONMENT COWM SS| ON

ESTABLI SHED I N TH S SUBSECTI ON.

ANY COSTS INCURRED IN THE I NI TI AL_APPORTI ONMENT OR

REAPPORTI ONVENT_PROVI DED HEREIN SHALL BE BORNE BY SUCH CI TY

BEI NG APPORTI ONED OR REAPPORTI ONED.

SECTION 2. THE ACT OF DECEMBER 13, 1974 (P.L.947, NO 312),
KNOWN AS THE MUNI Cl PAL REAPPORTI ONMENT ACT, | S REPEALED | NSOFAR
AS I T I'S | NCONSI STENT WTH TH S ACT.

SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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