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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1622 =%

I NTRODUCED BY BOCOK, CESSAR, LANGTRY, E. Z. TAYLOR, DAW DA,
FLI CK, DORR, SEMVEL, ROBBI NS, MACKOWBKI, MVERRY, TELEK AND
BOYES, SEPTEMBER 18, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, SEPTEMBER 18, 1985

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
2 act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
3 vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State

4 Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and

5 | ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,

6 prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

7 m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and

8 certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

9 regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

10 di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
11 statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and

12 penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the aws relating
13 thereto,” requiring hospital adm nistrators to request

14 consent for anatom cal gifts.

15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. Section 502 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
18 No.66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, anended

19 Novenber 21, 1967 (P.L.516, No.250), is anmended by adding a

20 clause to read:

21 Section 502. Death and Fetal Death Registration: Information
22 for Certificates.--In preparing a certificate of death or fetal

23 death, the person in charge of internent or of renoval of a dead



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

body or fetal remains fromthe registration district shal
obtain the required information. The foll ow ng persons shal
supply the information certified by their respective signatures:

* * %

(3) Certification by the hospital adm nistrator or

supervi sor, or a designee of either, that a request for consent

to an anatom cal qgift was made; whether or not consent was

granted; and the nane of the person granting the consent and the

person's relationship to the decedent.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 507. Request for Anatomical G fts; Training; Report

to General Assenbly.--(a) On or before the occurrence of death

in a hospital, the hospital adm nistrator or ranking official

wi th supervisory power, or a designee of either, shall request:

(1) the spouse, (2) an adult son or daughter, (3) either parent,

(4) an adult brother or sister, (5) a quardi an of the person of

the decedent at the tine of his death, or (6) any other person

aut hori zed or under obligation to di spose of the body, to

consent to a gift of all or any part of the decedent's body for

any purpose specified under 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 86 (relating to

anatonmical gifts). The request and its di sposition shall be

noted in the patient's nedical record and upon the patient's

death certificate. Wienever nedical criteria establishes that a

body or body part donati on woul d not be suitable for use, a

request need not be nade.

(b)Y Hospital enpl oyes desi gnated to nake requests for

anatonical gift donati ons shall be qgiven appropriate training

conform ng to quidelines established by the Secretary of Health,

requl ati ng the manner and conduct of enpl oyes naki ng requests

for anatom cal qgift donations. Each hospital shall devel op a
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protocol for identifying potential organ and ti ssue donors. |t

shall require that, at or near the tine of notification of

death, the deceased individual's next of kin or other authorized

person be asked whet her the deceased was an organ donor or if

the famly is a donor famly. |If not, the famly shall be

inforned of the option to donate organs and ti ssues. Wth the

approval of the designated next of kin or other authorized

person, the hospital shall then notify an organ and ti ssue

procurenent organi zati on and cooperate in the procurenment of the

anatonmical gift or gifts. The protocol shall encourage

di scretion and sensitivity to famly circunstances in al

di scussi ons regardi ng donati ons of tissue or organs. The

protocol nmay take into account the deceased individual's

reliqgious beliefs or nonsuitability for organ and ti ssue

donation. In the event an organ and ti ssue procurenent

organi zati on does not exist in a reqgion, the hospital shal

contact an organ or a ti ssue procurenent organi zation in an

alternative region.

(c) The Secretary of Health shall establish requl ations to

i mpl enent efficient procedures facilitating the delivery of

anatonical gift donations fromreceiving hospitals to potenti al

reci pients. The secretary shall performa study of organ

transpl ant services within the Commpbnweal th and shall submt a

report of his findings to the General Assenbly within two years

of the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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