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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 999  sua”

I NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, GALLAGHER, I RVIS, ARTY, WASS
HERSHEY, FOX, CGREENWOCOD, HAGARTY, MORRIS, JOSEPHS, MARKOSEK,
TRELLO, BELFANTI, HALUSKA, SEMVEL, KUKOVI CH, AFFLERBACH
PETRONE, BUSH, HARPER, BURNS, LI NTON, DURHAM WESTON,
JOHNSQON, SAURVAN, TI GUE, RUDY, WOGAN, LASHI NCER, FREI ND
SIRIANNI, BALDWN, OLASZ, CEI ST, GANNON, NAHI LL, COy,

LI VENGOOD, CCOLAFELLA, PITTS, REBER, NOYE AND BARBER
APRI L 22, 1985

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 22, 1985
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AN ACT
Providing for the creation of a Statew de programto support and
gui de public and private schools in this Comonwealth in the
establ i shment of extended school day care prograns for
| at chkey children; defining eligibility; further providing
for the powers and duties of the Departnent of Education; and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Latchkey
Chi l dren Assi stance Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly hereby finds and
decl ares that there are 6,500,000 | atchkey children across the
country. These children are |left unattended and unsupervi sed and

face danger of physical harm sexual exploitation, enotional

di stress and devel opnent al defi ci enci es.
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(b) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to encourage and
support child care services for |atchkey children in public and
private schools for the tinme period before and after the school
day.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Latchkey child.”™ A child 12 years of age or under who
attends a private or public school in this Comonweal th and who
neets one of the following criteria:

(1) Resides with two parents, both enployed on a full-
time basis with daily work hours extendi ng beyond the hours
of the average school day.

(2) Resides with one parent, enployed on a full-tine
basis with daily work hours extendi ng beyond the hours of the
aver age school day.

(3) Resides with one or two parents whose activities,
necessary for the child s care, prevent themfrom attendi ng
to the child for a period before or after school, or both.

Section 4. Eligibility.

Al'l |atchkey children in this Commonweal th shall be eligible
for extended school day care prograns as provided by this act.
Section 5. Powers and duties of departnent.

(a) Provide funds.--The departnent shall provide funds to
all public and private schools in this Comonweal t h which
request funding for the establishnment of an extended school day

care program
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(b) Monitor programns.--The departnment shall nonitor al
ext ended school day care progranms to ensure that they neet
standards consistent with those established by regul ation.

(c) Annual evaluation.--The departnent shall eval uate
ext ended school day care programs in this Commonweal th once each
fiscal year to determ ne participation in prograrns.

(d) Regul ations.--The departnent shall have the power to
establish and pronmulgate only the rules and regul ations that are
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. It shal
adhere to the rules and regul ati ons of the Departnent of Public
Wel fare which relate to the provision of day care services.
Section 6. Use of funds.

Public and private schools in this Conmmonweal th may use funds
for extended school day care prograns in the follow ng manner:

(1) To hire additional or pay existing school personnel
to supervise or otherwi se operate before and after school
child care progranms on school property.

(2) To contract the services of an outside child care
organi zati on that neets standards of the Departnent of Public
Wel fare to provide before and after school child care
progranms on school property.

(3) To purchase the materials necessary for the
operation of a child care program and consistent with
standards of the Departnent of Public Welfare.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $5, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the
Depart ment of Education to carry out the provisions of this act.
These funds shall be deened to be in addition to, and not a
repl acenent of, any funding sources currently being utilized by

t he departnent and the public and private schools to fund
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1 extended school day care prograns.
2 Section 8. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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