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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. D27 5

I NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, D. R WRI GHI, HAYES, BOWBER, FARGO,
STEWART, HERVAN, MERRY, PETRARCA, G M SNYDER, MVERRY
SEMVEL, REINARD, LLOYD, DORR, RYBAK, LASHI NGER, AFFLERBACH
ROBBI NS, OLASZ AND DAW DA, FEBRUARY 27, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 27, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 7, 1901 (P.L.20, No.14), entitled "An
act for the governnment of cities of the second class,” making
provi sion for public water service recipients to tap into

public water service for the purpose of providing a

sufficient water supply for the operation of residential

groundwat er heat punps.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of Article XIX of the act of March 7,
1901 (P.L.20, No.14), referred to as the Second Class City Law,
i s amended by adding a clause to read:

ARTI CLE Xl X
Cor por at e Powers

* * %

Section 3. Every city of the second class, in its corporate
capacity, is authorized and enpowered to enact ordi nances for

the foll ow ng purposes, in addition to the other powers granted

by this act:

* * %
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XLVI. (i) To pernmit, at its option, the tappi ng of a water

pi peli ne by persons, partnershi ps and corporations for the

pur pose of providing a sufficient water supply for the operation

of residential groundwater heat punps utilizing a closed | oop

system The city shall charge a one-tine tapping fee, not to

exceed the normal tap fee for the cost of water service,

whenever the owner of any such groundwater heat punp connects

such heat punp with a water pipeline. The one-tine tapping fee

shall constitute the extent of the charges and fees and there

shall be no other extraordi nary charges and fees. Accordingly,

the city shall not fix, charge or collect any rates or other

charges for the supply of water to the groundwater heat punp

system The contractor or supplier of water shall have the

uncondi tional right, at any reasonable tine, to i nspect the

groundwat er heat punp connections to the water systemto i nsure

the exclusive use of the public water for supply to the

groundwat er heat punp system

(ii) The followi ng terns whenever used or referred to in

this clause shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs, except in those

i nstances where the context clearly indi cates ot herw se:

"Goundwater." Water from aquifers, |akes, wells and any

ot her occurrences of water in and under the ground, whether

percol ating or otherwi se, |ocated on the residential property

and water fromprivately distributed or nunicipally distributed

wat er syst ens.

"Resi denti al groundwater heat punp." A nechanical system

designed to utilize the natural heat of the earth by extracting

the heat enerqy in groundwater to provide residential heating,

and by extracting the heat fromthe air and dissipating it into

the groundwater to provide residential cooling including, but
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not limted to such conponents as, water-to-refrigerant heat

exchanger, refrigerant-to-air heat exchanger, refrigerant-to-

wat er heat exchanger and refri gerant conpressor.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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