PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 401 PRINTER S NO. 2380

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 371 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY EVANS, BARBER, JOSEPHS, CARN, OLI VER, DONATUCCI
TRUMAN, KUKOVI CH, LEVI N, HARPER AND O DONNELL
FEBRUARY 13, 1985

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 28, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An

act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public

wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for

registration of fam |y day care providers— AND MAKI NG AN <—

APPROPRI ATI ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1073, 1074 and 1076 of the act of June
13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code,
added Decenber 5, 1980 (P.L.1112, No.193), are anended to read:

Section 1073. |Issuance of Registration Certificate.--Upon
recei pt of an application and the applicant’'s witten

certification of conpliance with applicable departnent

regul ati ons, the departnent shall be responsible for one

i nspection visit or, in the case of agency-sponsored fanmly day

care providers, ascertaining that an authorized fanily day care

agency has approved the fanmly day care hone. The depart nent

shall then be responsible for conpleting all mandated chil d
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abuse cl earances—, | NCLUDI NG ANY FEE COLLECTABLE UNDER SECTI ON <—

23.1(1) OF THE ACT_OF NOVEMBER 26, 1975 (P.L.438, NO 124), KNOMN

AS THE CH LD PROTECTI VE _SERVI CES LAW The departnent shal

mai ntain the responsibility for authorizing famly day care

agencies to approve fanmly day care providers. Authorized

agenci es nust adnminister famly day care prograns, including the

screeni ng and selecting of fanily day care providers, preservice

and inservice training, nonitoring and supervision of hones,

t echni cal assi stance, and intake and pl acenment of children. The

departnent shall issue a registration certificate to the

applicant for the prem ses naned in the application. A
registration certificate shall be issued for a period of two
years.

Section 1074. Visitation and Inspection.--(A) The <—
departnment or authorized agent of the departnent shall fhave the <—
right to enter, visit and i nspect on a random sanpl e basis, OR <—
upon conpl aint, or upon request of the care giver, any famly
day care home registered or requiring registration under this
article and shall have free and full access to the prem ses,
where children are cared for, all records of the pren ses which
relate to the children's care, and to the children cared for
therein and full opportunity to speak with or observe such

children.}+ THE DEPARTMENT OR AUTHORI ZED AGENT COF THE DEPARTMENT  <—

SHALL make a m ni num of one visit before a famly day care hone

is reqgistered, for the purpose of inspecting the prem ses. The

departnent or agent shall obtain two witten references

attesting to the care giver's capability to care for children

and assessing suitability of the care giver and the daily

program to be provided, except in cases where the fanm ly day

care hone has been approved as an agency-sponsored fanmly day
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care hone by an authorized famly day care agency. The agency-

sponsored fanm ly day care provi der nust have been approved by an

aut hori zed FDC agency before the hone i s registered.

(B) THE SECRETARY SHALL ANNUALLY REPORT THE NUMBERS OF <—

REG STERED FAM LY DAY CARE HOVES AND THE NUMBER OF HOVES

I NSPECTED TO THE HEALTH AND WELFARE COWM TTEES OF THE SENATE AND

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.

Section 1076. Regulations.--(A) The departnent is hereby <—
aut hori zed and enpowered to adopt regul ati ons establishing
m ni mum and reasonabl e standards for the operation of famly day
care honmes and the issuance of registration certificates. These
regul ations will establish the m ni rum standards of safety and
care which will be required in famly day care hones and w ||
recogni ze the vital role which parents and guardi ans play in
nmonitoring the care provided in famly day care honmes. The

requl ations will include, but not be linited to, the foll ow ng

statenents:

(1) Famly day care givers nust be at | east twenty-one years

ol d.

(2) REG STRATION IS REQUI RED FOR ANY PROVI DERS CARI NG FOR <—

TWO TO SI X CHI LDREN

(2> (3) The nunber of children in care nmust not exceed Si X, <—

i ncluding foster children and rel ated children, who are under

the age of siXx.

{3} (4) There shall be no nore than two i nfants (chil dren <—

under the age of ei ghteen npbnths) in care.

(5) THE FOLONNG FACILITIES SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE UNLESS <—
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THEY HAVE A CERTI FI CATE OF APPROVAL OR A CURRENTLY VALI DATED

LI CENSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY:

(1) FACILITIES LOCATED ABOVE THE SECOND FLOOR.

(1) FACILITIES WHERE THE AREA ABOVE THE FI RST TWO STORI ES

| S ACCESSI BLE TO CHI LDREN.

(11'1) FACILITIES LOCATED I N OR USI NG THE BASEMENT LEVEL

( BELOW GROUND LEVEL).

{5 (6) Each FDC care gi ver shall have an initial nedical
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exanm nati on and one annually thereafter.
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(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS

=
=

DEFI NI NG THE SPECI FI C POAERS, DUTI ES AND FUNCTI ONS OF THE AGENTS

=
N

OF THE DEPARTMENT REFERRED TO I N SECTI ON 1074. THESE REGULATI ONS

=
w

SHALL BE PROVULGATED W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF

H
o

THI S SUBSECTI ON.
SECTION 2. THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:

N e
N O O

SECTI ON 1081. CITIZEN DAY CARE ADVI SORY COW TTEE. --(A) THE
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SECRETARY SHALL APPO NT A TWELVE- MEMBER CI TI ZEN DAY CARE

=
O

ADVI SORY COW TTEE W TH REPRESENTATI ON FROM ALL REG ONS AND FROM

N
o

THE KEY CONSTI TUENCI ES, | NCLUDI NG PARENTS, PROVI DERS, EDUCATORS

N
=

AND CI TI ZEN ORGANI ZATI ONS.

N
N

(B) COWM TTEE MEMBERS SHALL NOT BE ENTI TLED TO ANY

N
w

COVPENSATI ON BUT_SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR ALL REASONABLE AND

N
~

NECESSARY EXPENSES, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REGULATI ONS OF THE

N
(63}

EXECUTI VE BOARD.

N
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SECTION 3. THE SUM OF $441, 250, OR AS MJCH THEREOF AS MAY BE

N
~

NECESSARY, | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

N
oo

WELFARE FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1985, TO JUNE 30, 1986, FOR

N
(o]

ADDI TI ONAL STAFF TO MEET THE REQ STRATI ON AND | NSPECTI ON
30 REQUI REMENTS TO SAFEGUARD THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CHI LDREN I N
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1 FAMLY DAY CARE HOMES.
2 SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.
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