PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 388 PRINTER S NO. 2224

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 398  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY LAUGHLI N, I'RVIS, MANDERI NO OLI VER, FI SCHER
WAMBACH, CLARK, LESCOVI TZ, DOVBROWBKI, LEVDANSKY, FEE,
WOZNI AK, M CHLOVI C, MRKONI C, VAN HORNE, PRATT, TRELLO
PETRARCA, COVELL, STABACK, HALUSKA, BELFANTI, GEORGE
STEWART, RYBAK, DALEY, | TKIN, DEAL, SWEET, STElI GANER, CESSAR,
BATTI STO, STUBAN, DeWEESE, M CALL, TIGUE, MERRY, TELEK
BLAUM CAWLEY, VEON, BELARDI, MHALE, COLAFELLA, KASUN C
LETTERVAN, MORRI S, DAW DA, JARCLIN, M COZZI E, FI SCHER AND
JOSEPHS, FEBRUARY 13, 1985

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 8, 1985
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AN ACT

Provi di ng a procedure whereby econom cal ly di sadvant aged

muni ci palities may participate in State-funded prograns

requi ring shared funding when they are unable to provide

their share of the funds.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative intent.

Due to plant closings, |oss of jobs, property deval uation,
unenpl oynment | evels and poverty |evels, nmany snal
muni ci palities in the Commonweal th are unable to raise
sufficient |local tax revenues to provide essential governnent
services for their citizens. Because of this situation, the
social and economc viability of many communities and the health

and wel fare of their people are severely threatened. Wile the

General Assenbly has enacted numerous prograns to assi st
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muni ci palities in providing government services, either through
direct State activity or through grants awarded to

muni ci palities, many of these prograns require the benefiting
muni ci pality to provide a | ocal share or matching funds in order
to receive this aid. Because of the severe econom c conditions
existing in many small nunicipalities, these nunicipalities are
presently unable to neet these |ocal funding requirenents for
State aid. It is the intent of this act to enable these severely
di stressed municipalities to participate in State-funded
progranms even though they are unable to neet existing statutory
or regulatory requirenents for |ocal shares or nmatching funds.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Commerce, Departnent of
Community Affairs, Departnent of Environnental Resources or
Department of Transportation of the Comonweal th.

"Econom cal |y di sadvantaged nunicipalities.” Those
muni ci palities identified as econom cally di sadvant aged
muni ci palities by the Bureau for Econom cally D sadvant aged
Municipalities in the Departnent of Comunity Affairs, including
authorities formed by econonically disadvantaged nunicipalities.

"Local share.” That portion of the costs of any State
programwhich is required by |aw or regulation to be borne by a
muni ci pality.

"MUNI Cl PALITY." A CTY, BOROUGH, | NCORPORATED TOMWN, TOMNSH P
OR ANY HOMVE RULE MUNI CI PALI TY THAT IS NOT A COUNTY.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Commerce, Secretary of

Community Affairs, Secretary of Environnmental Resources or
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1 Secretary of Transportation of the Comonwealth.
2 "State program"” Any program or activity PROVI DI NG FUNDI NG <—
3 TO MUNI Cl PALI TI ES conducted or adm ni stered by a depart nent
4 which results in an expenditure of funds appropriated by the
5 Ceneral Assenbly. TH S TERM EXCLUDES ANY PROGRAM VHI CH PROVI DES <—
6 AID SOLELY TO COUNTI ES.
7 Section 3. Discretion granted to secretary.
8 Whenever any State programrequires a | ocal share by an
9 econom cally disadvantaged nmunicipality, the secretary of the
10 departnent admnistering the programshall review the proposed
11 program and shall consult with the officials of the nmunicipality
12 and, the Director of the Bureau for Econom cally D sadvant aged <—
13 Municipalities AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHO <—
14 REPRESENT THE AFFECTED MUNI Cl PALITY to eval uate the public
15 benefit of the programand the ability of the nunicipality to
16 provide the local share. After this evaluation, the secretary
17 shall have the authority to reduce the anobunt or percentage of
18 the local share comensurate with the nature of the project and
19 the ability of the nmunicipality to neet its share.
20 Section 4. Expiration.
21 This act expires June 30, 1988, unless extended by statute.
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