PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 387

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 357 5

I NTRODUCED BY LAUGHLI N, FI SCHER, TRELLO, |RVI'S, MANDERI NO

WAMBACH, OLI VER, LESCOVI TZ, CLARK, LEVDANSKY, FEE, WJXN AK,
M CHLOVI C, MRKONI C, VAN HORNE, PRATT, PETRARCA, COVELL,
STABACK, HALUSKA, BELFANTI, RYBAK, MORRIS, STEWART, DALEY,
| TKIN, DEAL, SWEET, STElI GANER, CESSAR, BATTI STO, STUBAN
DeWEESE, McCALL, TIGUE, MERRY, TELEK, DAW DA, JAROLIN
LETTERVAN, GEORGE, BLAUM MHALE, BELARDI, CAWEY,
DOVBROWEKI , BURD, VEQON, KASUNI C, CCLAFELLA AND JOSEPHS,
FEBRUARY 13, 1985

AS

RE- REPORTED FROM COMM TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 8, 1985

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

"An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the
executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
conmm ssions shall be determne," creating the Bureau for
Economi cal | y Di sadvantaged Municipalities in the Departnent
of Conmunity Affairs; and providing for its powers and

duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 2501-C. 1. Bureau for Econonmi cally D sadvant aged

Muni ci palities.--There shall be a Bureau for Econom cally

Di sadvantaged Municipalities in the Departnent of Conmmunity

Affairs, the director of which shall be appoi nted by the

Secretary of Community Affairs with the approval of the

Governor. The powers and duties of the Bureau for Econonically

Di sadvant aged Municipalities shall be as foll ows:

(a) The bureau shall, on or before March 30 of each year

identify those nunicipalities in the Conrmonweal th which are

experiencing difficulty in providi ng governnent services

necessary for the health and wel fare of the popul ace of the

muni ci pality and for the social and econonic viability of the

muni ci pality due to an inability to raise sufficient |ocal tax

revenues because of unenpl oynent, plant cl osi ngs and property

deval uations within the nunicipality. The following criteria

shall be used by the bureau in identifying these nunicipalities:

(1) Adjusted mll rate.--The real property tax rate in the

muni cipality nultiplied by the assessnent rati o percent age.

(2) Act 511 taxes.--The appyal—+rate PERCENTAGE of increase <—

or decrease in the total tax incone derived by the nmunicipality

fromtaxes authorized by the act of Decenber 31, 1965 (P.L. 1257,

No. 511), known as "The Local Tax Enabling Act™ ACT," DURI NG THE <—

PRI OR FI VE YEARS

(3) Debt market value.--The total net debt of the

muni ci pality divided by the market value of real property w thin

the nunicipality.
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(4) WNarket val ue per capita.--The nmarket val ue of real

property within the nunicipality divided by the popul ati on of

the nunicipality.

(5) Change in nmarket value per capita.--The appuyal—rate

PERCENTAGE of i ncrease or decrease in the nmarket val ue per

capita DURI NG THE PRI OR FI VE YEARS.
" L . ) ) : it hi
I einality
A (6) Poverty.--The nunber of persons within the

muni ci pality bel ow the Federal poverty |line as a percentage of

t he popul ati on of the nunicipality.

{(8) (7)) Tax effort.--Total taxes collected by the

muni ci pality as a percentage of the total revenue of the

muni ci pality.
{9 —EFarned income tax—-FEarned incone tax—collected by the
 cinali Y I Y
einality
(B) THE | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED FROM THE APPLI CATI ON OF THE

CRITERIA I N SUBSECTION (A) TO MUNICIPALI TIES SHALL BE UTI LI ZED

AS FOLLOANS TO DETERM NE ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED

MUNI Cl PALI TI ES:

(1) RANKINGS.--ALL MUNICIPALI TIES SHALL BE RANKED

NUVERI CALLY FROM THE LEVEL OF GREATEST DI STRESS TO THE LEVEL OF

LEAST DI STRESS FOR EACH CRI TERI A.

(2) TIES IN RANKINGS. --MUNICI PALI TIES W TH | DENTI CAL

NUMVERI CAL LEVELS FOR ANY ONE OF THE CRITERIA SHALL ALL BE RANKED

AT _THE LONEST NUMERI CAL LEVEL ACH EVED BY ANY ONE OF THE Tl ED

MUNI Cl PALI TI ES.

(3) CLASSI FI CATI ON. - - THE RANKINGS I N EACH OF THE SEVEN

CRITERIA SHALL BE ADDED AND THE MUNI ClI PALI TIES WTH THE LONEST
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1 TEN PER CENTUM (10% FOR SCORES SHALL BE CLASSI FI ED AS

2 ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED MUNICl PALI TI ES.

3 by (©) The bureau shall be responsible for conpiling the <—
4 data necessary for identifying those economnically di sadvantaged

5 nunicipalities as identified in subsection (a), and shall in_al

6 cases utilize the nost recent reliable date available to the

7 bureau.

8 £ (D) The bureau shall provide direct technical and expert <—
9 assistance to those econonically disadvantaged nunicipalities as
10 identified in subsection (a) to enable these nunicipalities to
11 engage in efforts to pronote econom c growth and devel opnent and
12 to obtain all State and Federal aid available to the
13 nunicipalities to achieve this goal.
14 (E) FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION, THE TERM "MJN Cl PALI TY" <—
15 SHALL MEAN A CITY, BOROUGH, | NCORPORATED TOM, TOMSH P OR ANY
16 HOVE RULE MUNICIPALITY WHICH IS NOT_A COUNTY.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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