PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 131 PRI NTER S NO. 446

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 117 =5

| NTRODUCED BY COLE, DAVIES, LUCYK, COWNELL, COY, FEE, MORRI S
SCHULER, HERSHEY, JACKSON, G M SNYDER, SCHEETZ, BOCK,
MARKGOSEK, MAYERNI K, BARLEY, PHI LLIPS, COSLETT, BURD,

E. Z. TAYLOR SHOVNERS, BROUJOS AND GREENWOOD,
JANUARY 29, 1985

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS,
JANUARY 29, 1985

AN ACT

Adopting an agreenent relating to the Chesapeake Bay; and
creating the Chesapeake Bay Comnm ssion.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, The Chesapeake Bay Conm ssion was forned in 1980 to
assist the legislatures of Maryland and Virginia to eval uate and
respond to probl ens of Bay-w de concern; and

WHEREAS, Studies conpleted by the United States Environnental
Protection Agency, the United States Arny Corps of Engi neers and
ot hers have enphasi zed the inportance of the drai nage system of
the | ower Susquehanna River to the health and wel fare of the
Chesapeake Bay; and

WHEREAS, The need for effective cooperation and coordi nation
of Bay managenent anong the states of Virginia, Mryland and
Pennsyl vani a has been stressed by participants in the 1983
Chesapeake Bay Conference; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the General Assenblies of Virginia, Muryland
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and Pennsyl vani a enact | egislation adopting an agreenent
relating to the Chesapeake Bay and creating the Chesapeake Bay
Conmi ssi on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Agreenent.

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a hereby solemly covenants
and agrees with the State of Maryland and t he Commonweal t h of
Virginia, upon the enactnent of concurrent |egislation by the
respective state |l egislatures, as foll ows:

Chesapeake Bay Comm ssi on Agreenent
Article |
Menber ship and Organi zati on

Section 101. Conmi ssion created.--The Chesapeake Bay
Commi ssion, hereinafter designated as the "comm ssion," is
her eby creat ed.

Section 102. Menbers.--The conm ssion shall consist of 21
menbers, seven from Virginia, seven from Maryland and seven from
Pennsyl vania. In each state, five of the nmenbers shall be
menbers of the General Assenbly. In Maryland, two Senators
designated by the President of the Senate and three Del egates
desi gnated by the Speaker of the House of Del egates shall serve
as nenbers. The Governor of Maryland or his designee shall serve
as a nenber. In addition, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Delegates shall jointly select one
Maryl and nenber who is not a |legislator or an enpl oyee of the
executive branch. In Virginia, tw Senators designated by the
Committee on Privileges and El ections and three Del egates
desi gnated by the Speaker of the House of Del egates shall serve

as nenbers. The Governor of Virginia or his designee shall serve
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as a nenber. In addition, the Senate Comrmittee on Privil eges and
El ections and the Speaker of the House of Del egates shal

jointly select one Virginia nmenber who is not a legislator or an
enpl oyee of the executive branch. In Pennsylvania, two Senators
designated by the President pro tenpore of the Senate and three
Represent ati ves desi gnated by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives shall serve as nenbers. The Governor of

Pennsyl vani a or his designee shall serve as a nenber. In
addition, the President pro tenpore of the Senate shall sel ect
one Pennsyl vani a menber who is not a |legislator or an enpl oyee
of the executive branch.

Section 103. Term--Legislators serving as nenbers of the
conmi ssion shall serve ternms coterm nous with their current
terns of office.

The nonl egi sl ative nenbers shall serve at the pleasure of
their respective appointing authorities for a termof not nore
than four years. Nonl egislative nenbers nmay be reappoi nted at
the end of the four-year term

Section 104. Conpensation.--The conmm ssion nenbers shal
serve w thout conpensation fromthe comm ssion but may be
rei nbursed by the conm ssion for necessary expenses incurred in
and incident to the performance of their duties. In addition,
conmmi ssi on nmenbers fromeach state may receive fromtheir
respective states other conpensation to which they may be
entitled under the laws of their respective states.

Section 105. Meetings and voting.--Conm ssion neetings shal
be held at | east once each quarter and at such other tinmes as
the comm ssion may determine. In order to constitute a quorum
for the transaction of any business, at |east 11 conmm ssion

menbers, including at |east three comm ssion nenbers from each
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state, mnmust be present. Approval of proposed action shal

require the magjority vote of the comm ssion nmenbers present.
Section 106. Organization, internal procedures and

del egati on of powers.--(a) The conm ssion nenbers shall serve

as the governing body of the conm ssion, and, except as

herei nafter provided, shall exercise and discharge all powers,

functions and responsibilities assigned to the comm ssion. The

commi ssion shall provide for the organization of internal

procedures of the conmi ssion and to this end shall adopt

suitabl e byl aws. The conm ssion shall have a chairman and two

vi ce chairmen, chosen by the respective del egati ons, whose

of fices shall rotate annually anong the signatory states and may

at no tine be held by nmenbers fromthe sane signatory. The

conmmi ssion nmay maintain one or nore offices for the transaction

of its business. The conm ssion may, w thout regard to the civil

service or the laws of any signatory relative to public officers

and enpl oyees, create and abolish offices, enploynents and

positions as it deens necessary for the purposes of the

commi ssion, affix and provide for the duties, conditions for

enpl oynment, qualifications, appointnment, renoval, term

conpensati on and other rights and benefits of the comm ssion's

of ficers and enpl oyees, and shall appoint the principal officers

of the comm ssion and al |l ocate anbng them admi ni strative

functions, powers and duties. The conm ssion nay del egate to the

of ficers and enpl oyees of the comm ssion any powers, functions

and responsibilities under this agreenent as it deens suitable,

except that it may not delegate its power to nake

recommendations to the respective legislatures, to issue reports

or to adopt the annual expense budget.

(b) Every full-tinme officer and enpl oyee of the conm ssion
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on a salary basis shall be eligible for pension and health and
rel ated i nsurance offered to enpl oyees of one of the nenber
states: Provided, That the enployee so elects within 30 days of
commenci ng enpl oynment: And provided, That the comm ssion
all ocates funds in its budget for the enployer share of these
benefits.
Article |

Pur poses, Powers and Duties

Section 201. Purposes.--The purposes of the signatories in
enacting this agreenent are to assist the |egislatures of
Maryl and, Virginia and Pennsylvania in eval uating and respondi ng
to problenms of nutual concern relating to the Chesapeake Bay; to
pronote intergovernnmental cooperation; to encourage cooperative
coordi nated resource planning and action by the signatories and
their agencies; to provide, where appropriate, through
recommendation to the respective |legislature, uniformty of
| egi sl ative application; to preserve and enhance the functions,
powers and duties of existing offices and agenci es of
government; and to reconmmrend i nprovenents in the existing
managenent system for the benefit of the present and future
i nhabi tants of the Chesapeake Bay region.

Section 202. Powers.--In pursuit of the purposes and duties
set forth in this article, the comm ssion may exercise the
fol |l ow ng powers:

(1) The conm ssion nmay collect, conpile, analyze, interpret,
coordi nate, tabulate, summarize and distribute technical and
other data relative to the Chesapeake Bay and its environs. It
may conduct or contract for studies, except those for primary
scientific research, and nmay prepare reports on existing or

potential problens within the Bay region.
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(2) The conm ssion nay prepare, publish and di ssem nate
information in reports related to the resources of the region.

(3) The conm ssion nay serve as an advisory board to any
requesti ng agency of the nenber states on natters of interstate
concern.

(4) The conmm ssion nay nmeke application for grants, services
or other aids as may be available frompublic or private sources
to finance or assist in effectuating any purposes of this
agreenent; and receive and accept the sane on such terns and
conditions as nay be required by the |law of the respective
signatory states.

(5) The conm ssion nmay purchase adm nistrative supplies and
may | ease sufficient office space if such space is not otherw se
made avail able for its use.

(6) The conm ssion nay exercise such other powers as are
granted by this agreenent and take such actions as are necessary
or appropriate for performng the duties set forth in this
agr eenent .

Section 203. Duties.--In carrying out the purposes set forth
inthis article, the comm ssion shall have the foll ow ng duties:

(1) The conm ssion shall:

(1) identify specific Bay nmanagenent concerns requiring
i nt ergovernnental coordination and cooperation; and

(ii) reconmend to the Federal, State and | ocal governnents,
whi ch are involved in the Chesapeake Bay region, |legislative and
adm ni strative actions necessary to effectuate coordi nated and
cooperative managenent for the Chesapeake Bay.

(2) In administering the provisions of this agreenent the
commi ssion shall consider the needs of the region for industrial

and agricul tural devel opment and for gainful enploynment and
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mai nt enance for a high quality environnent.

(3) The conmi ssion shall respect and support the prinmary
role of the respective signatory states and their admnistrative
agenci es in managi ng the resources of the region.

(4) The conm ssion shall collect, analyze and di ssem nate
information pertaining to the region and its resources for the
respective |l egislative bodies. The comm ssion shall prepare an
annual report indicating the status of environnmental and
econoni ¢ i ssues involving the Chesapeake Bay and the progress of
coordinative efforts by the nenber states.

(5) The conm ssion shall represent conmon interests of the
signatories as they are affected by the activities of the
Federal Governnent and shall assist in the nonitoring of those
activities in the Chesapeake Bay region.

(6) The conmm ssion nay provide a forumto serve as an
advi sory medi ator for programmatic conflicts between or anong
t he nenber states when such action is requested by the
conflicting nenber states.

Article 111
Budget s and Fi nanci ng

Section 301. Annual budget.--The conm ssion shall annually
adopt a budget which shall include the comm ssion's estinated
expenses for administration and operation. In establishing the
annual current expense budget, the commi ssion shall bal ance
total expenses agai nst the comm ssion's estimte of revenues
fromall sources, either previously appropriated by a signatory
state or receivable fromany person or governnental agency by
contract or grant with that person or governmental agency. The
chai rman of the comm ssion shall certify to the respective

signatories, and submt to persons in other governnental
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agenci es, statenents of the anmpunts requested fromthemin
accordance with existing cost-sharing established by this
agreenent or by the parties. The chairman of the comm ssion
shall transmt certified copies of such budgets to the principal
budget officer of the respective signatory parties at such tine
and in such manner as may be required under their respective
budget ary procedures.

Section 302. Apportionnent of cost.--The anount required for
the comm ssion's current expense budget shall be apportioned
equal |y anmong the signatory parties unless a different
apportionment is agreed to by unani nous vote of the comm ssion.

Section 303. Budget for 1985-1986.--The current expense
budget for the 1985-1986 fiscal year shall be $225,000, to be
equal | y apportioned anong the respective signatory states.

Article 1V
Amendnent s to Agreenent

Section 401. Modification.--This agreenent shall not be
anmended or nodified except with the concurrence of the
| egi sl atures of the State of Maryl and, the Comonweal t h of
Virginia and the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a. Anendnents shal
not becone effective until adopted in the sane manner as the
ori gi nal agreenent.

Article V
Duration of agreenent

Section 501. Term--The duration of this agreenent anong the
State of Maryland, the Conmonwealth of Virginia and the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall be for an initial period of
ten years fromits effective date, and it shall be continued for
addi ti onal periods of ten years unless one or nore of the

signatory states, by authority of an act of its |egislature,
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1 notifies the comm ssion of intention to term nate the agreenent
2 at the end of the current ten-year term Provided, however, That
3 any signatory, by act of its legislature, can withdraw fromthe
4 agreenent at the end of any cal endar year or fiscal year.

5 Section 502. Dissolution.--In the event that this agreenent
6 shall be term nated by operation of section 501, the conm ssion
7 shall be dissolved, its assets and liabilities transferred, and
8 its corporate affairs wound up in accordance with the unani nous
9 agreenent of its signatories, or, failing unaninous agreenent,
10 in such manner that the assets and liabilities of the conmm ssion
11 shall be shared by the respective states.

12 Section 2. Governor to execute agreenent and nodifications.

13 The Governor is authorized and directed to:

14 (1) Execute and deliver on behalf of the Commonweal th

15 all agreenments and nodifications of agreenments that relate to
16 t he Chesapeake Bay Conmi ssi on.

17 (2) Take those actions which may be necessary to

18 ef fectuate the agreenent.

19 Section 3. Effective date.

20 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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