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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

Session of
NO. 2 1985

I NTRODUCED BY | RVIS AND RYAN, JANUARY 23, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 23, 1985

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
To provide for the establishnment of a Cormonweal th Conmm ssion on
the Bicentennial of the United States Constitution; and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Findings.
The Ceneral Assenbly finds that:

(1) The Bicentennial of the Constitutional Convention's
adoption of the Constitution at the Pennsylvania State House,
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a, occurs on Septenber 17, 1987; the
Bi centenni al of the Pennsylvania ratification of the
Constitution occurs on Decenber 12, 1987; and the
Bi centenni al of the national adoption of the Constitution, by
ratification of states, occurs on June 21, 1988.

(2) The anniversary dates of the national ratification
of the United States Constitution's Thirteenth, Fourteenth,

Fifteenth and Ni neteenth Amendnments abolishing slavery,

preventing abridgnment of citizenship rights, guaranteeing



1 equal rights for all, regardless of race, color or previous
2 condition of servitude, and the granting of suffrage to wonen
3 shoul d be appropriately observed during the Bicentennial of
4 the United States Constitution.

5 (3) The Constitution enunciates the limtations on

6 government, the inalienable citizen rights and the tinel ess
7 principles of individual liberty and responsibility and

8 equality before law, for the people of the United States of
9 Aneri ca.

10 (4) This docunent has set an enduring exanpl e of

11 representative denocracy for the world.

12 (5) The nmintenance of the common principles that

13 ani mat e and govern our Republic depend upon a know edge and
14 under standing of their roots and origins.

15 (6) The Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, since its birth,
16 attended by WIlliam Penn's prayer that it would becone the
17 "seed of a Nation," earned, through peace and war, the role
18 of gracious and | earned host for the Constitutional

19 Convention of 1787.
20 (7) Pennsylvania's people, comunities and Commonweal th
21 government provided Anerica with debate, study,
22 experinmentation, |eadership and strength indispensable to the
23 formati on of the Republic in the process of the convention
24 adoption of the Constitution on Septenber 17, 1787, the
25 i ssuance of a State House call for a convention to consider
26 ratification and the Commonweal th ratification of the United
27 States Constitution on Decenber 12, 1787; and
28 (8) It is the privilege and duty of every Pennsyl vani an
29 to join in a Comonweal th and national observance of the
30 Bi centennial of the United States Constitution with pride,
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dedi cati on and | ove of heritage.
Section 2. Conm ssion; mnenbership.

(a) Establishnment of comm ssion.--There is hereby
establ i shed the Commonweal th Conm ssion on the Bicentennial of
the United States Constitution, hereinafter referred to as the
conmmi ssion, to pronote and coordinate activities to conmrenorate
t he Bicentennial of the Constitution.

(b) Conposition.--The comm ssion shall be conposed of 30
menbers as foll ows:

(1) Twenty nmenbers appointed by the Governor; four of
whom shal | be appointed from anong the recommendati ons nade
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, in
consultation with the Majority and Mnority Leaders of the
House of Representatives; four of whom shall be appointed
from anong the reconmendati ons made by the President pro
tenpore of the Senate, in consultation with the Majority
Leader and Mnority Leader of the Senate; and four of whom
shall be appointed fromrecomrendati ons by the Chief Justice
of the Suprenme Court of Pennsylvania, in consultation with
t he President Judges of the Conmonweal th and Superior Courts.

(2) The Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the
Commonweal th, or their designees.

(3) The President pro tenpore of the Senate, or his
desi gnee.

(4) The Speaker of the House of Representatives, or his
desi gnee.

(5) The Secretary of the Departnment of Education, or his
desi gnee.

(6) The Chairman of the Pennsyl vania Historical and

Museum Commi ssi on, or his designee.
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(7) The chairnmen of the majority and mnority

Pennsyl vani a del egations in the United States House of

Representatives, or their designees.

(8) The United States Senators of the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a, or their designees.

(c) Honorary nenbers.--The President of the United States,
the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, the President pro
tenpore of the United States Senate and the Chief Justice of the
United States Supreme Court shall be invited to serve as
di sti ngui shed honorary nenbers of the conm ssion.

(d) Menbership to be bal anced. --Each of the individuals
maki ng reconmendati ons to the Governor regardi ng appoi nt nents
shall seek to achi eve a bal anced nenbership representing, to the
maxi mum extent practicable, the Comonweal th as a whol e. The
commi ssi on nmenbers shall be chosen from anong i ndividual s who
have denonstrated all egiance to civic duty, strong sense of
public service, expertise in the |earned professions and
abilities likely to contribute to the fulfillnment of the duties
of the conm ssion.

(e) Termof nmenbers.--Menbers of the conm ssion shall be
appointed for the Iife of the comm ssion.

(f) Chairman.--0One of the nenbers shall be appointed as
chai rman, subject to approval of the majority of the comm ssion,
by the Governor

(g) Quorum --Sixteen nenbers of the comm ssion shal
constitute a quorum Menbership attendance shall be nmade a part
of the record of the conm ssion.

(h) Vacancies.--A vacancy in the comm ssion resulting from

the death or resignation of a nenber shall not affect its powers
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and shall be filled in the same manner in which the original
appoi nt mrent was nade.

(1) Menbers not to be conpensated. --Menbers of the
commi ssion shall receive no conpensation for their services, but
shall be reinbursed for travel and other reasonabl e expenses
incurred by themin the performance of their duties.

Section 3. Adm nistrative provisions and powers.

(a) Assistance from Departnent of Education.--The Depart nent
of Education shall provide such secretarial and other staff
assi stance as nay be necessary to the proper functioning of the
conmi ssion, consistent with the | aws of the Conmonweal t h.

(b) Conmi ssion to coordinate activities.--The conm ssion
shall coordinate, generally, activities throughout all of the
Commonweal th and serve as a cl eari nghouse for the collection and
di ssem nation of information about bicentennial events and
pl ans.

(c) Planning and inplenentation of activities.--In planning
and i npl ementing appropriate activities to conmenorate the
bi centenni al, the conm ssion shall give due consideration to:

(1) The historical Pennsylvania State House setting in
whi ch the Constitution was devel oped and ratified and the
ratification debates in the Pennsylvania State House of

Representatives and the State Convention of Ratification.

(2) The contribution of diverse ethnic, religious and
raci al groups.
(3) The relationship and historical devel opnent of the

t hree branches of the governnent.

(4) The unique achi evenents and contri butions of the

Pennsyl vani a participants in the Constitutional Convention of

1787.
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(5) The diverse | egal and phil osophical views regarding
t he Constitution.

(6) The need for reflection upon both academ ¢ and
scholarly views of the Constitution and the principle that
t he docunent nust be understood by the general public.

(7) The substantive provisions of the Constitution
itself.

(8) The inpact of the Constitution on Anerican life and
gover nment .

(9) The need to encourage appropriate educati onal
curriculums designed to educate students at all |evels of
| earning on the drafting, ratification and history of the
Constitution and the specific provisions of that docunent.

(10) The significance of the principles and institutions
of the Constitution to other nations and their citizens.

(d) Conmi ssion to seek cooperation.--The conm ssion shal

seek the cooperation, advice and assistance of both private and
government al agenci es, organi zations and institutions.

Section 4. Powers and duties of conm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall have the power and its duty shall be:

(1) To plan and devel op activities appropriate to
commenorate the Bicentennial of the Constitution, including a
limted nunber of projects to be undertaken by the
Commonweal th seeking to harnoni ze and bal ance the inportant
goal s of cerenony and celebration with the equally inportant
goal s of schol arship and educati on.

(2) To encourage private organizations, county and
muni ci pal governnents and educational systens to organi ze and
participate in bicentennial activities commenorating or

exam ning the drafting, ratification and history of the
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Constitution and the specific features of the docunent.

(3) To extend cooperation to all bicentennial agencies
or conm ssions established by the United States Congress and
the legislatures of all states. In doing so, it shall be the
policy of the comm ssion to provide equal treatnent to al
states, regardless of their date of establishnent, in
recognition of the historic role of Pennsylvania as a source
of pioneers, culture, philosophy and system of self-
gover nnent .

(4) To enter into contracts and to execute al
i nstruments necessary or convenient for carrying on its
oper at i ons.

(5) To accept, on behalf of the Commonwealth, gifts,
donati ons, |egacies and usages of noney from i ndividuals,
organi zations, public or private corporations and ot her
simlar entities.

(6) To solicit and raise noneys from public and private
sources through the sale of comenorative nmedal s and ot her
itens of a simlar nature which pronote the Bicentennial of
t he Constitution.

Section 5. Report.

On February 1, 1986, the conm ssion shall submt, to the
Governor and each house of the General Assenbly, a conprehensive
report incorporating specific recomendati ons of the conm ssion
for commenoration and coordination of the bicentennial and
related activities. This report shall be acconpani ed by a
summari zation of all bicentennial projects proposed by persons,
organi zations and institutions of the private sector which
contenplate no Federal or State financial subsidization, and

which are filed with the comm ssion by the close of business on
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1 Decenber 31, 1985.

2 Section 6. Termnation.

3 The commi ssion shall term nate on Decenber 31, 1988.

4 Section 7. Appropriation.

5 There is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Educati on,
6 to assist in the work of the conm ssion, the sum of $50,000, or
7 as much thereof as may be necessary, to carry out the provisions
8 of this act. In addition, all noneys received fromany ot her

9 sources as contributions to this programshall be paid into the
10 General Fund and credited to this appropriation. Funds
11 unencunbered and unexpended as of June 30, 1989, shall | apse
12 into the General Fund.
13 Section 8. Effective date.
14 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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