PRINTER S NO. 865

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. /50 5

| NTRODUCED BY ZEMPRELLI, FISHER, SCANLON, LLOYD, ROSS AND
SINGEL, MAY 12, 1983

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, NAY 12, 1983
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for
interpreters for certain deaf persons in civil proceedings.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 7103. Interpreters for the deaf.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In any civil proceeding in which a party

is deaf the court may appoint an interpreter to assist the party

t hr oughout the trial proceedings. Di sposition of costs shall be

in discretion of the court.

(b) GCath.--The interpreter shall swear or affirmthat he

wll make a true interpretation to the deaf person and that he
wll repeat the statenents of the deaf person to the best of his
ability.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this




1 subsection:

2 "Deaf." Persons who are deaf or whose hearing is so inpaired
3 that they are unable to understand or communi cate the spoken

4 English | anguage.

5 "Interpreter.” A person qualified and trained to translate

6 for or communicate with deaf persons. Any person certified by

7 the National or Local Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf or

8 simlar reqgistry shall be considered qualified for the purposes
9 of this section.

10 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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