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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 8, 1851 (P.L.388, No.242), entitled
"An act for the regulation and governnent of the Mntgonery
County Prison, to incorporate the Catfish, Brady's Bend, and
Butl er Plank Road Conpany, and in relation to the Easton
Wat er Conpany, " changi ng the nane of the Montgonmery County
Prison.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 1, 5, 17, 19 and 22 of the act of Apri
8, 1851 (P.L.388, No.242), entitled "An act for the regul ation
and governnent of the Montgonmery County Prison, to incorporate
the Catfish, Brady's Bend, and Butler Plan Road conpany, and in
relation to the Easton Water Conpany," are anended to read:
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representati ves of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania in General
Assenbly nmet, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
same, That the county prison now being erected by the

commi ssioners of Montgonery county, shall be called "The

Mont gonery County [Prison] Correctional Facility,” and shall be
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managed by a board of six inspectors, citizens of said county to
be appoi nted as hereinafter provided, who shall serve w thout
conpensation; a nmgjority of whom shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of any business. At the first session of the
Court of Quarter Sessions of said county, held after the passage
of this act, the said court shall appoint three reputable

taxabl e citizens of said county inspectors of said prison--one

to serve till the first day of April, eighteen hundred and
fifty-two--one to serve till the first day of April, eighteen
hundred and fifty-three, and one to serve till the first day of

April, eighteen hundred and fifty-four; and within thirty days
after the passage of this act, the board of county comm ssioners

of said county shall appoint three respectable taxable citizens

of said county--one to serve till the first day of April,
ei ghteen hundred and fifty-two--one to serve till the first day
of April, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and one to serve

till the first day of April, eighteen hundred and fifty-four;
and in case the court shall omt to appoint said inspectors at
the tinme nmentioned, the president of said court and one or nore
of the associ ate judges may appoint the said inspectors in
vacation. And annually thereafter, the said court at the first
session in each year, and the said board of county comm ssioners
in the nonth of February in each year, shall each appoint one

i nspector of said prison, who shall serve for three years from
the first day of April ensuing their appointnment, and until a
successor shall be appointed. Wen a vacancy occurs in the board
of inspectors, the sane shall be filled by the authority that
appoi nted the inspector whose place is to be filled, within
thirty days after receiving notice of such vacancy. And it shal

be the duty of the president of the board to give notice of
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every such vacancy as soon as practicable after the sane may
happen.
Section 5. That as soon as "The Montgonmery County [Prison]

Correctional Facility" shall be conpleted and be prepared for

the reception of prisoners, to be determ ned as aforesaid, the
i nspectors thereof appointed pursuant to this act shall take
charge of said prison, and thereupon issue their order to the
sheriff of said county (who is hereby authorized and directed to
execute the sane), commanding the sheriff forthwith to deliver
all prisoners then in his charge in the present prison and in
the new prison, to the keeper thereof, who shall each be
confined in the cell or apartnment assigned to himor her, and
t herei n undergo the sentence or termof the inprisonnent inposed
on such prisoners, as nearly as may be practicable until the
termof inprisonment shall expire, or until such person be
ot herwi se | egal |y di schar ged.

Section 17. That every person who shall after the conpletion

of the Montgomery County [Prison] Correctional Facility be

convicted in any court of crimnal jurisdiction in said county
of any such crinme or m sdeneanor, shall be sentenced by the
proper court to undergo said punishnment in said prison; and
every person who shall hereafter be convicted in Mntgonery
county of any offense now puni shabl e by inprisonnment in the
county jail, shall be sentenced to undergo his or her

i mprisonment in the Montgomery County [Prison] Correctiona

Facility, and in such case the said court shall designate in
their sentence whether the said crimnal shall be confined in
the debtors' or other apartments of said prison; and every such
person shall be kept in the present county jail until a

suitabl e, safe, and confortable cell or apartnment in the new
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prison shall be prepared for their reception. And when the
county comm ssioners shall have prepared any suitable cell or
cells or apartnents in the new prison now being built, and the
same shall be in a dry and healthy condition, fit for the
recepti on and acconmodati on of the prisoners convicted as | ast
af oresai d, and such as may heretofore have been sentenced to

i mprisonment in the county jail, and other persons then confined
in the county jail, the said conm ssioners shall certify the
same to the inspectors of said prison appointed as aforesaid,
who shall forthwith cause all persons then confined in the
county jail to be renoved therefromto the cells and apartnents
prepared for them as aforesaid, and shall cause said persons to
be kept and inprisoned in such cells and apartnments until the

Mont gonmery County [Prison] Correctional Facility shall be

conpl eted, and said inspectors shall take charge of the sane
under the order of the court to be nade as before provided. And
when the persons confined in the county jail shall have been
renmoved therefromas aforesaid, the sheriff shall forthwith
vacate the present county jail.

Section 19. That fromand after the passage of this act, no
i nquest shall be held on the body of any person who may die
during his or her confinenent in the Montgonery County [Prison]

Correctional Facility, unless the coroner of said county be

thereunto required by the inspectors of said prison, except in
cases of murder, suicide, manslaughter, or death caused by
casualties. And it shall be the duty of the attendi ng physician
of said prison to certify to the inspectors thereof the nane and
age of every person who may die in said prison, and the di sease
or cause of death of each person, so far as he can ascertain the

same, which certificate the inspectors of said prison shal
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cause to be entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, and
the original shall be delivered to the clerk of the Court of
Quarter Sessions of the county, to be filed in his office for
the inspection of all persons interested. And the inspectors of
said prison shall, unless when the friends of the deceased will
t ake charge of the body, have such dead person buried in the
county burial ground in the borough of Norristown.

Section 22. That the treasurer of said county of Montgonery
shall, in addition to his other duties, receive all nobneys

bel onging to the "The Montgonmery County [Prison] Correctional

Facility,"” and shall disburse the sanme on orders drawn on him by
the board of inspectors of said prison. He shall keep a true
separate account of all noneys received and di sbursed, which
account shall at all tines be open for the inspection of the

i nspectors, and each of them and the conm ssioners of

Mont gonery county. He shall once in each year state his accounts
and produce his vouchers, which, after exam nation by the

i nspectors, shall by thembe |aid before the County Auditors for
settlenent at the tinme and place where the auditors neet for the
pur pose of settling the accounts of the conm ssioners and ot her
of ficers, and be acted and reported on as accounts of county
officers are by |aw authorized to be settled, and subject to the
same |laws relative thereto, and be subject to |ike appeal,

i ssue, and judgment; which account when so settled the

i nspectors shall cause to be published as the annual accounts of
the county comm ssioners and treasurer are published. The
treasurer shall give bond to the Commonweal th for the use of the
said county of Montgonery in such amount and with such security
as the judges of the Court of Quarter Sessions of said county

shal |l determ ne and approve, conditioned for the faithful
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di scharge of all duties enjoined on himby |law, for a just
account of all noneys that nmay conme into his hands in behal f of
said prison;--for the delivery to his successor in office of al
books, papers, and docunents, and other things held in right of
his office for said prison, and for the paynment by him of any
bal ance of noney belonging to said prison remaining in his
hands. The said treasurer shall receive such conpensation for

his services as shall be annually fixed by the inspectors, with
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t he approbation of the county conm ssioners and county auditors.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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