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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1455 =35

I NTRODUCED BY R C. WRI GHT, RI CHARDSON, CARN, HARPER, TRUVAN
OLI VER, DEAL, BROUJOS, LEVIN, BARBER, EVANS, FATTAH, LI NTON,
PRESTON, WGGE NS, WLLIAMS5, KUKOVI CH, DeWEESE, MANDERI NQ,
RAPPAPORT AND LAUGHLI N, SEPTEMBER 20, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, SEPTEMBER 20, 1983
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
act to consolidate, editorially revise,

No. 21), entitled "An
and codify the public

wel fare | aws of the Comonweal th," repealing the community

wor k program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 405.2 of the act of

June 13, 1967

(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, is repeal ed.

Section 2. The introductory paragraph and clauses 3(i), (i)

and (iii), (6) and (7) of section 432 of the act, anmended or

added April 8, 1982 (P.L.231, No.75), are anended to read:

Section 432. Eligibility.--Except as hereinafter otherw se

provi ded, and subject to the rules, regulations, and standards

established by the departnent, both as to eligibility for

assi stance and as to its nature and extent,

needy persons of the

cl asses defined in clauses (1)[,(2), and (3)] and (2)(i) and

(ii) shall be eligible for assistance:
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(3) O her persons who are citizens of the United States, or
legally admitted aliens [and who are chronically needy or
transitionally needy persons].

[(i) Chronically needy persons are those persons chronically
in need who may be eligible for an indeterminate period as a
result of medical, social or related circunstances and shall be
[imted to:

(A) A child who is under age eighteen or who is attending a
secondary or equival ent vocational or technical school full-tinme
and may reasonably be expected to conplete the program before
reachi ng age ni neteen.

(B) A person who is over forty-five years of age.

(© A person who has a serious physical or nental handicap
whi ch prevents himor her fromworking in any substanti al
gainful activity as determined in accordance w th standards
established by the departnent. The departnment may require that
docunentation of disability be submtted froma physician or
psychol ogi st. The departnment nay al so order at the department's
expense a person to submt to an i ndependent exam nation as a
condition of receiving assistance under this clause. The
departnment shall determine eligibility within thirty days from
the date of application. Persons discharged from nent al
institutions shall be classified as chronically needy in
accordance with departnent regul ations.

(D) A person who is a caretaker. This category of persons
shal | include persons whose presence is required in the hone to
care for another person as determ ned in accordance wth
department regul ati ons.

(E) A person suffering fromdrug or al cohol abuse who is

currently undergoing active treatnment in an approved program No
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1 individual shall qualify as chronically needy under this clause
2 for nore than nine nonths.

3 (F) A person who is enployed full-time and who does not have
4 earnings in excess of current grant |evels.

5 (G Any person who is ineligible for unenpl oynment

6 conpensation and whose incone falls bel ow the assistance

7 allowance level as a result of a natural disaster as determ ned
8 by the departnent.

9 (H Any person who has previously been enployed full tine

10 for at |least forty-eight nonths out of the previous eight years
11 and has exhausted his or her unenpl oynment conpensation benefits
12 prior to applying for assistance.

13 (1) Any person who does not otherw se qualify as chronically
14 needy, and who is receiving general assistance on the date this
15 section is enacted into | aw and who has not refused a bona fide
16 job offer or otherwise failed to conply with all enpl oynent

17 requirenents of this act and regul ati ons pronul gated thereunder.
18 Such person nust conply with all enploynment requirenents of this
19 act and regul ations pronul gated thereunder. If after the date
20 this section is enacted into | aw a person's general assistance
21 grants are term nated, then that person may not subsequently
22 qualify for general assistance under this clause except when
23 such person has been term nated from enpl oynent through no fault
24 of his own and has not nmet the mninmumcredit week
25 qualifications of the act of Decenber 5, 1936 (2nd Sp. Sess.,
26 1937 P.L.2897, No.1l), known as the "Unenpl oynent Conpensation
27 Law." If it is determned that the classification of persons
28 according to their status on the date of enactnent as provided
29 in this clause is invalid, then the remainder of this act shal

30 be given full force and effect as if this clause had been
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omtted fromthis act, and individuals defined in this clause
shall be considered transitionally needy if otherw se eligible.
No person shall qualify for general assistance under this clause
after Decenber 31, 1982.

(1i) Assistance for chronically needy persons shall continue
as long as the person renmains eligible. Redeterm nations shal
be conducted on at |east an annual basis and persons capabl e of
wor k, even though otherw se eligible for assistance to the
chronically needy, would be required to register for enploynent
and accept enploynment if offered as a condition of eligibility
except as ot herw se exenpt under section 405. 1.

(ti1) Transitionally needy persons are those persons who are
otherwi se eligible for general assistance but do not qualify as
chronically needy. Assistance for transitionally needy persons
shall be authorized only once in any twelve-nonth period in an
anount not to exceed the anmount of ninety days' assistance.]

* %k

[(6) Adto famlies with dependent children shall not be
paid to any famly for any nonth in which any caretaker relative
with whomthe child is living is, on the |ast day of such nonth,
participating in a strike, and no individual's needs shall be
i ncluded in determ ning the anount of aid payable for any nonth
toafamly if, on the last day of such nonth, such individual
is participating in a strike.

(7) No person shall be terminated fromaid to famlies with
dependent children or general assistance if otherwise eligible
sol ely because the departnent fails to offer a community work
assignment to an individual required under section 405.2 to
participate in the comunity work program but individuals nmay

be term nated for failure to conply with other rules and
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regul ati ons under section 405. 2. ]

Section 3. Section 432.3 of the act, anmended April 8, 1982
(P.L.231, No.75), is anended to read:

Section 432.3. Voluntary Term nation of Enpl oynent.--A

person who is not in a class of persons excluded from mandatory

participation in the [work registration] Pennsylvania

enpl oyabl es program and who wi t hout good cause: (i) voluntarily

pur pose of qualifying for assistance or a | arger anount thereof;

or; (ii) [fails to apply for work at such tine and in such

manner as the departnent may prescribe; or (iii)] fails or
refuses to accept referral to and participate in a vocational
rehabilitation or training program including the work incentive
program [and the comunity work program] or refuses to accept
referral to and work in [and retain] enploynment in which he is
abl e to engage, provided such enpl oynent conforns to the

st andards established for a bona fide offer of enploynent in the

[work registration] Pennsylvani a enpl oyabl es program shall be

di squalified fromreceiving assistance for [sixty days for the

first violation and thereafter] thirty days thereafter and until

such time as he is willing to conply with the requirenents of
section 405.1. [For the second violation and for each subsequent
violation the disqualification period shall be one hundred
twenty days. The disqualification period shall comence on the
date the departnent's order inposing the disqualification is
final.]

Section 4. Section 24 of the act of April 8, 1982 (P.L.231,
No. 75), entitled "An act anending the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An act to consolidate, editorially

revise, and codify the public welfare | aws of the Commonweal t h,
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further providing for the expedited inplenentation of
regul ati ons governi ng Federal | y subsi di zed prograns; expandi ng
the investigative powers of the departnment; changi ng and
restricting the qualifications for recipients of general welfare
paynents, aid for dependent children; nedical assistance and

ot her fornms of paynents; redefining needy persons; providing for
public work service projects; changing hearing procedures;

further providing for eligibility for certain assistance
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paynents; providing penalties and increasing certain fines;
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providing for the privacy of certain Federal assistance; and
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authorizing the use of certain records,"” is repeal ed.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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