SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1530, 2469, 3055 PRINTER S NO. 3166

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1293 =%

| NTRODUCED BY TRELLO, FREIND, PITTS, SEVENTY, CLYMER, KOSI NSKI
MORRI S, BOYES, MERRY, JOHNSON, SERAFINI, CIM N, WASS,
ALDERETTE, STAIRS, PHI LLIPS, HERSHEY, VROON, NOYE, CAWLEY,
O BRI EN, GAMBLE, MRKONI C, POIT, MAI ALE, WOGAN, SI Rl ANNI,
PERZEL, ARMSTRONG A. C FOSTER, JR, FLICK GCRI ECO
DOVBROMNBKI AND E. Z. TAYLOR, JUNE 29, 1983

SENATOR HESS, EDUCATI ON, I N SENATE, AS AMENDED, JUNE 12, 1984

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

2 act relating to the public school system including certain

3 provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

4 school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

5 laws relating thereto," further providing FOR THE <—
6 ESTABLI SHVENT AND MAI NTENANCE OF Kl NDERGARTENS AND FOR

7 requi renents for attendance at religious schools; prohibiting

8 certain acts; providing for mandatory testing; and naking

9 editorial changes.

10 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
11 hereby enacts as foll ows:

12
13
14

15
16 SECTION 1. SECTION 502 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, <—
17 NO 14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, AMENDED MAY 9,

18 1949 (P.L.939, NO 263), IS AVENDED TO READ

19 SECTI ON 502. ADDI Tl ONAL SCHOOLS AND DEPARTMENTS. --(A) IN



1 ADDI TION TO THE ELEMENTARY PUBLI C SCHOOLS, THE BOARD OF SCHOOL
2 DI RECTORS | N ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT MAY ESTABLISH, EQUI P, FURNI SH,
3 AND MAI NTAIN THE FOLLOW NG ADDI TI ONAL SCHOOLS OR DEPARTMENTS FOR
4 THE EDUCATI ON AND RECREATI ON OF PERSONS RESI DI NG | N SAI D
5 DI STRICT, AND FOR THE PROPER OPERATI ON OF | TS SCHOOLS, NAMELY: - -
6 H GH SCHOOLS,

7 TRADE SCHOOLS,
8 VOCATI ONAL SCHOOLS,
9 TECHNI CAL SCHOOLS,

10 CAFETERI AS,

11 AGRI CULTURAL SCHOOLS,

12 EVENI NG SCHOOLS,

13 [ KI NDERGARTENS, |

14 LI BRARI ES,

15 MUSEUNS,

16 READI NG- ROOVS,

17 GYMNASI UVB,

18 PLAYGROUNDS,

19 SCHOOLS FOR PHYSI CALLY AND MENTALLY HANDI CAPPED,

20 TRUANT SCHOOLS,

21 PARENTAL SCHOOLS,

22 SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS,

23 PUBLI C LECTURES,

24 (B) SUCH OTHER SCHOOLS OR EDUCATI ONAL DEPARTMENTS AS THE

25 DI RECTORS, |N THEIR W SDOM MAY SEE PROPER TO ESTABLI SH.

26 (C) SAID ADDI TIONAL SCHOOLS OR DEPARTMENTS, WHEN

27 [ESTABLI SHED, SHALL BE AN | NTEGRAL PART OF THE PUBLI C SCHOOL

28 SYSTEM I N SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND SHALL BE SO ADM NI STERED.

29 (D) NO PUPIL SHALL BE REFUSED ADM SSI ON TO THE COURSES I N

30 THESE ADDI Tl ONAL SCHOOLS OR DEPARTMENTS, BY REASON OF THE FACT
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THAT H' S ELEMENTARY OR ACADEM C EDUCATI ON | S BEI NG OR HAS BEEN
RECEI VED I N A SCHOOL OTHER THAN A PUBLI C SCHOOL.

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ON 503 OF THE ACT, AMENDED SEPTEMBER 21,
1959 (P.L.925, NO 373) AND OCTOBER 21, 1965 (P.L.601, NO 312),
I S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 503. KI NDERGARTENS. --(A) THE BOARD OF SCHOCOL
DI RECTORS [I N ANY SCHOCOL DI STRI CT MAY] SHALL ESTABLI SH AND

MAI NTAI N KI NDERGARTENS FOR CHI LDREN [ BETWEEN THE AGES OF FOUR

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

AND SI X YEARS] FIVE YEARS OF AGE AND MAY ESTABLI SH AND NAI NTAI N

=Y
o

KI NDERGARTENS FOR CHI LDREN FOUR YEARS OF AGE. WHEN ESTABLI SHED,

=
=

THE KI NDERGARTENS SHALL BE AN | NTEGRAL PART OF THE ELEMENTARY

=
N

SCHOCOL SYSTEM OF THE DI STRI CT, AND BE KEPT OPEN FOR NOT LESS

=
w

THAN TWO AND ONE- HALF HOURS EACH DAY FOR THE FULL SCHOOL TERM AS

H
o

PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 1501.

=Y
(63}

(B) THE NUMBER OF KI NDERGARTENS I N ANY ONE DI STRI CT SHALL BE

=Y
(e}

FI XED BY THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS, AND SHALL BE OPEN DURI NG

=
\l

THE SCHOOL YEAR

=Y
oo

| F THE AVERAGE ATTENDANCE | N ANY ONE KI NDERGARTEN | N ANY

=
O

DISTRICT IS TEN OR LESS FOR THE SCHOCL YEAR, THE SCHOOL

N
o

DI RECTORS SHALL, AT THE CLOSE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, DI SCONTI NUE

N
=

THE SAME.

N
N

(6 THE BOARD COF SCHOOL DI RECTORS SHALL APPO NT AND ASSI GN A

N
w

SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF TEACHERS TO SUCH KI NDERGARTENS, WHO SHALL

N
~

BE CERTI FI ED I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS

N
(63}

PRESCRI BED BY THE COUNCI L OF BASI C EDUCATI ON.

N
(e}

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 1301 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:

N
~

SECTI ON 1301. AGE LIMTS; TEMPORARY RESI DENCE. - - EVERY CHI LD,

N
oo

BEI NG A RESI DENT OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BETWEEN THE AGES OF

N
O
i
X
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u
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30 PUBLIC SCHOCLS IN H'S DI STRI CT, SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF
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TH S ACT. THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT
MAY ADM T TO THE SCHOOLS OF THE DI STRICT, WTH OR W THOUT THE
PAYMENT OF TU TI ON, ANY NON- RES|I DENT CH LD TEMPORARI LY RESI DI NG
IN THE DI STRI CT, AND MAY REQUI RE THE ATTENDANCE OF SUCH NON-
RESI DENT CHI LD I N THE SAME MANNER AND ON THE SAME CONDI TI ONS AS
I T REQUI RES THE ATTENDANCE OF A RESI DENT CHI LD

SECTION 4. SECTION 1327 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JANUARY 14, 1970
(1969 P.L.468, NO 192), IS AVENDED TO READ:

Section 1327. Conpul sory School Attendance.--[Every] (A

Except as hereinafter provided, every child of conpul sory school

age having a legal residence in this Commonweal th, as provided
inthis article, and every mgratory child of compul sory school
age, is required to attend a day school in which the subjects
and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English language. In lieu of such
school attendance, any child fifteen years of age with the
approval of the district superintendent and the approval of the

[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education,

and any child sixteen years of age with the approval of the

di strict superintendent of schools, nmay enroll as a day student
in a private trade school or in a private business school
Iicensed by the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education, or
in a trade or business school, or departnent operated by a | ocal
school district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a
public school nust neet the standards prescribed by the State

Board of Education or the State Board for Vocati onal Educati on.

[ Every] Except as hereinafter provided, every parent, guardi an,

or other person having control or charge of any child or
chil dren of conpul sory school age is required to send such child

or children to a day school in which the subjects and activities
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prescri bed by the standards of the State Board of Education are
taught in the English |anguage. Such parent, guardian, or other
person having control or charge of any child or children,
fifteen or sixteen years of age, in accordance with the

provi sions of this act, may send such child or children to a
private trade school or private business school |icensed by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education, or to a trade or
busi ness school, or departnment operated by a | ocal school
district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a public
school must neet the standards prescribed by the State Board of
Education or the State Board for Vocational Education. Such
child or children shall attend such school continuously through
the entire term during which the public schools in their
respective districts shall be in session, or in cases of
children of mgrant |aborers during the time the schools are in
session in the districts in which such children are tenporarily
dom ciled. The financial responsibility for the education of
such children of mgrant |aborers shall remain with the school
district in which such children of mgrant | aborers are
tenporarily domciled; except in the case of special schools or
cl asses conducted by an internediate unit and approved by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education or conducted by the

Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education. A child enrolled

in a DAY school which is operated by a bona fide church or other

reliqgi ous body, and the parent, quardi an or other person havi ng

control or charge of any such child or children of conpul sory

school age shall be deened to have net the requirenents of this

section if that school provides a ni ni num of one hundred ei ghty

(180) days of instruction or nine hundred (900) hours of

instructi on per year at the elenentary |evel, or nine hundred
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ninety (990) hours per year of instruction at the secondary

| evel . apndoffersthe followng subjects—
(1) At the elenentary school |evel THE FOLLON NG COURSES

SHALL BE TAUGHT: English, to include spelling, reading and

witing; arithnetic; science; geography; history of the United

St at es and Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety educati on, including

requl ar and conti nuous instruction in the dangers preventi on of

fires; health and physi ol ogy; physi cal education; nusic and art.

(2) At the secondary school |evel THE FOLLON NG COURSES

SHALL BE OFFERED: English, to include | anguage, literature,

speech and conposition; science, to include biol ogy and

chem stry: geography; social studies, to include civics,

econonics, world history, United States hi story and Pennsyl vani a

hi story; a foreign | anquage; nmathematics, to i nclude general

mat hemati cs and statistics, al gebra and geonetry; art; nusic;

physi cal education; health and physi ol ogy; and safety educati on,

i ncludi ng reqgul ar and conti nuous instruction in the dangers and

prevention of fires. The requirenents contained in sections 1511

and 1605 of this act shall not apply to such schools. Fhe

be satisfactoryand sufficientevidencethereef—- A NOTAR ZED
AFFI DAVI T SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE DEPARTVENT OF EDUCATI ON BY THE

PRI NCl PAL_OF ANY SUCH SCHOOL STATI NG THAT THE REQUI RED SUBJECTS

ARE OFFERED, | DENTI FYI NG VHETHER THE SCHOOL | S A NONPROFI T

ORGANI ZATI ON AND THAT THE SCHOOL |S OTHERW SE | N COVPLI ANCE W TH

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT. The certificate of any principal or
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teacher of [a] any other private school, or of any other
institution for the education of children, in which the subjects
and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English |anguage, setting forth that
the work of said school is in conpliance with the provisions of
this act, shall be sufficient and satisfactory evidence thereof.
Regul ar daily instruction in the English | anguage, for the tine
herein required, by a properly qualified private tutor, shall be
consi dered as conplying with the provisions of this section, if

such instruction is satisfactory to the proper district

superi ntendent of schools. It is the policy of the Commobnweal th

to preserve the primary right and the obligati on of the parent

or parents, or person or persons in |loco parentis to a child, to

choose the educati on and training for such child. Nothing

contained in this act shall enpower the Commpbnwealth, any of its

officers, agencies or subdivisions to approve the course

content, faculty, staff or disciplinary requirenents of any

reliqgious school referred to in this section without the consent

of sai d school

(3) The followi ng mni num courses in grades nine through 12

are established as a requirenent for hi gh school graduation IN <—

SCHOOLS OPERATED BY A BONA FI DE CHURCH OR OTHER RELI G QUS BODY

(i) Four years of English.

(ii) Three years of nmathenmatics.

(iii) Three years of science.

(iv) Three years of social studies.

(VM) TWO YEARS OF ARTS AND HUVANI TI ES. <—

(B) THI'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY NONPUBLI C SCHOOL

ACCREDI TED BY A NATI ONAL OR REG ONAL ACCREDI TI NG AGENCY APPROVED

BY THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTIMVENT OF EDUCATI ON.
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10
11
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15
16
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19
20
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23
24
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SECTI ON 5. SECTI ON 1504(A) OF THE ACT, AMENDED JULY 1, 1978
(P.L.575, NO 105), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1504. DATES AND TI MES OF SCHOOL TERMS AND SESSI ONS;
COMMVENCEMENT. - - (A) THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF EACH SCHOOL
DI STRICT SHALL FI X THE DATE OF THE BEG NNI NG OF THE SCHOOL TERM
UNLESS OTHERW SE DETERM NED BY THE BOARD, THE DAILY SESSI ON OF
SCHOCOL SHALL OPEN AT NI NE ANTE- MERI DI AN AND CLOSE AT FOUR POST-
MERI DI AN, WTH AN | NTERM SSI ON OF ONE HOUR AT NOON, AND AN
| NTERM SSI ON OF FI FTEEN M NUTES | N THE FORENOON AND I N THE
AFTERNCON. UPON REQUEST OF A BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS FOR AN
EXCEPTI ON TO THE AFORESAI D DAI LY SCHEDULE, THE SECRETARY OF
EDUCATI ON MAY, WHEN IN H'S OPI NI ON A MERI TORI QUS EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAM WARRANTS, APPROVE A SCHOOL WEEK CONTAI NING A M NI MUM OF
TWENTY SEVEN AND ONE- HALF HOURS OF | NSTRUCTI ON AS THE EQUI VALENT
OF FIVE (5) SCHOOL DAYS, OR A SCHOOL YEAR CONTAINING A M NI MUM
OF NI NE HUNDRED NI NETY HOURS OF | NSTRUCTI ON AT THE SECONDARY
LEVEL OR NI NE HUNDRED (900) HOURS OF | NSTRUCTI ON AT THE
ELEMENTARY LEVEL OR FOUR HUNDRED FI FTY (450) HOURS OF

I NSTRUCTI ON AT THE KI NDERGARTEN LEVEL AS THE EQUI VALENT OF ONE

HUNDRED EI GHTY (180) SCHOOL DAYS. PROFESSI ONAL AND TEMPORARY
PROFESSI ONAL EMPLOYES SHALL BE ALLOWED A LUNCH PERI OD FREE OF
SUPERVI SORY OR OTHER DUTI ES OF AT LEAST THI RTY M NUTES. THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REPEAL
ANY RULE OR REGULATI ON OF ANY BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS NOW I N
EFFECT VWH CH PROVI DES FOR A LUNCH PERI OD LONGER THAN THE M NI MUM
PRESCRI BED HEREI N OR TO REPEAL ANY ACTI ON OF ANY BOARD OF SCHOOL
DI RECTORS TAKEN | N COMPLI ANCE W TH SECTION 7 OF THE ACT OF JULY
25, 1913 (P.L.1024, NO 466), ENTITLED "AN ACT TO PROTECT THE
PUBLI C HEALTH AND VWELFARE, BY REGULATI NG THE EMPLOYMENT OF
FEMALES | N CERTAI N ESTABLI SHVENTS, W TH RESPECT TO THEI R HOURS

19830H1293B3166 - 8 -



OF LABOR AND THE CONDI TI ONS OF THEI R EMPLOYMENT; BY ESTABLI SHI NG
CERTAI N SANI TARY REGULATI ONS I N THE ESTABLI SHVENTS | N WHI CH THEY
WORK; BY REQUI RI NG CERTAI N ABSTRACTS AND NOTI CES TO BE PCOSTED;

BY PROVI DI NG FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT BY THE COWMM SSI ONER

VI OLATI ONS THERECF; BY DEFI NI NG THE PROCEDURE | N PROSECUTI ONS;
AND BY REPEALI NG ALL ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS | NCONSI STENT W TH

1
2
3
4
5 OF LABOR AND I NDUSTRY AND OTHERS; BY PRESCRI Bl NG PENALTI ES FOR
6
7
8 THE PROVI SI ONS THEREOF, " AS AMENDED.

9

* * %

10 Section 2 6. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read: <—

11 Secti on 1521. Limtati on on Refusal to Enroll Student.--No

12 public or private school shall refuse to enroll any student

13 because of race or col or.

14 Secti on 1522. Pr ohi bi ti on Agai nst Advocacy of Terrorism or

15 of Forcible Overthrow of Governnent.--(a) No agent or enpl oye

16 of any public or nonpublic el enentary or secondary school shall:

17 (i) advocate the use of political terrorismor the

18 techniques of terrorismto any of the students enroll ed therein;

19 or

20 (ii) advocate the forcible overthrow of the Gover nnent of

21 the United States or of the Commonweal th to any of the students

22 enroll ed therein.

23 (b)Y Violation of this section constitutes a n sdemeanor of

24 the third degree.

25 Secti on 1523. Mandat ory Testi ng. - - Whenever State | aw or

26 State regqulation requires, as a condition for graduation from a

27 public high school, that a school district adm nister a

28 commercially devel oped educati on assessnent test to public

29 school children in grade el even, no private or parochial school

30 nmmy issue a high school diploma to any student who has enroll ed

19830H1293B3166 - 9 -
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therein after having taken said test while enrolled in grade

el even in public school and having failed to achi eve a passi ng

grade thereon, until said student achi eves a passi ng grade on an

educati on assessnent test approved by the departnment and

adm ni stered by the school district. It shall be the duty of

each public school fromwhich a student transfers during or

after grade eleven to notify any private or parochial school to

whi ch that student transfers whether that student has taken and

fail ed an educati on assessnment test nmandated by |law in grade

eleven. It shall also be the duty of each public school to

noti fy any such transferring student, and his or her parents or

quardi an, of his or her responsibility to achi eve a passi ng

score on an educati on assessnent test prior to receipt of a

diploma. If the departnent determnes, in an adm ni strative

proceedi ng, that any private or parochial school has issued a

diploma in violation of this section, it shall order said

di ploma to be withdrawn, and may petiti on the Comrmonweal th Court

to enforce any such order should the school fail to conply

therewith. The conplaint may be initiated by the departnent on

its own nption or upon receipt of a witten conplaint from any

person including the board of any school district or any public

school official.

SECTION 7. SECTIONS 1, 2, 3 AND 5 OF THIS ACT SHALL APPLY TO <—
THE SCHOOL YEAR 1984-1985 AND EACH SCHOOL YEAR THEREAFTER.

Section 3 8. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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