PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1530 PRI NTER S NO. 2469

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1293 =%

| NTRODUCED BY TRELLO, FREIND, PITTS, SEVENTY, CLYMER, KOSI NSKI
MORRI S, BOYES, MERRY, JOHNSON, SERAFINI, CIM N, WASS,
ALDERETTE, STAIRS, PHI LLIPS, HERSHEY, VROON, NOYE, CAWLEY,
O BRI EN, GAMBLE, MRKONI C, POIT, MAI ALE, WOGAN, SI Rl ANNI,
PERZEL, ARMSTRONG A. C FOSTER, JR, FLICK GCRI ECO
DOVBROMNBKI AND E. Z. TAYLOR, JUNE 29, 1983

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 6, 1984
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing requirenents for
attendance at religious schools; and making editorial

changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1327 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anmended to
read:

Section 1327. Conpul sory School Attendance.--[Every] Except

as hereinafter provided, every child of conpul sory school age

having a | egal residence in this Commonweal th, as provided in
this article, and every mgratory child of conpul sory school

age, is required to attend a day school in which the subjects
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and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English language. In |lieu of such
school attendance, any child fifteen years of age with the
approval of the district superintendent and the approval of the

[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education,

and any child sixteen years of age with the approval of the

di strict superintendent of schools, nmay enroll as a day student
in a private trade school or in a private business school
Iicensed by the Departnent of [Public Instruction] Education, or
in a trade or business school, or departnent operated by a | ocal
school district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a
public school nust neet the standards prescribed by the State

Board of Education or the State Board for Vocati onal Educati on.

[ Every] Except as hereinafter provided, every parent, guardi an,

or other person having control or charge of any child or

chil dren of conpul sory school age is required to send such child
or children to a day school in which the subjects and activities
prescri bed by the standards of the State Board of Education are
taught in the English |anguage. Such parent, guardi an, or other
person having control or charge of any child or children,
fifteen or sixteen years of age, in accordance with the

provi sions of this act, may send such child or children to a
private trade school or private business school |icensed by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education, or to a trade or
busi ness school, or departnment operated by a | ocal school
district or districts. Such nodified programoffered in a public
school must neet the standards prescribed by the State Board of
Education or the State Board for Vocational Education. Such

child or children shall attend such school continuously through

the entire term during which the public schools in their
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respective districts shall be in session, or in cases of
children of mgrant |aborers during the time the schools are in
session in the districts in which such children are tenporarily
dom ciled. The financial responsibility for the education of
such children of mgrant |aborers shall remain with the school
district in which such children of mgrant | aborers are
tenporarily domciled; except in the case of special schools or
cl asses conducted by an internediate unit and approved by the
Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education or conducted by the

Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education. A child enrolled

in a school which is operated by a bona fide church or other

reliqgi ous body, and the parent, gquardi an or other person havi ng

control or charge of any such child or children of conpul sory

school age shall be deened to have net the requirenents of this

section if that school provides a ni ni num of one hundred ei ghty

(180) days of instruction or nine hundred (900) hours of

instructi on per year at the elenentary |evel, or nine hundred

ninety (990) hours per year of instruction at the secondary

| evel and offers the foll owi ng subj ects:

(1) At the elenentary school |evel: English, to include

spelling, reading and witing; arithnetic; science; geography;

hi story of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety

educati on, including regular and conti nuous instruction in the

dangers of AND prevention of fires; health and physi ol ogy:

physi cal education; nusic and art.

(2) At the secondary school |evel: English, to include

| anquage, literature, speech and conpositi on; science, to

i ncl ude bi ol ogy and chenmi stry; geodraphy; social studies, to

i nclude civics, econonmics, world history, United States history

and Pennsyl vani a history; a forei gn | anguage; mathenmatics, to
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i ncl ude general mathenmatics and statistics, al gebra and

geonetry; art; nusic; physical education; health and physi ol ogy;

and safety education, including reqular and conti nuous

instruction in the dangers and prevention of fires. The

requi renents contained in section 1511 and 1605 of this act

shall not apply to such schools. The notarized statenent of the

princi pal of any such school, filed with the Departnent of

Educati on and setting forth that such subjects are offered in

the English | anquage in such school, whether it is a nonprofit

organi zation, and that such school is otherwi se in conpliance

with the provisions of this act, shall be satisfactory and

sufficient evidence thereof. The certificate of any principal or

teacher of [a] any other private school, or of any other
institution for the education of children, in which the subjects
and activities prescribed by the standards of the State Board of
Education are taught in the English |anguage, setting forth that
the work of said school is in conpliance with the provisions of
this act, shall be sufficient and satisfactory evidence thereof.
Regul ar daily instruction in the English | anguage, for the tine
herein required, by a properly qualified private tutor, shall be
consi dered as conplying with the provisions of this section, if

such instruction is satisfactory to the proper district

superi ntendent of schools. It is the policy of the Commopnweal th

to preserve the primary right and the obligati on of the parent

or parents, or person or persons in |loco parentis to a child, to

choose the educati on and training for such child. Nothing

contained in this act shall enpower the Commpbnwealth, any of its

officers, agencies or subdivisions to approve the course

content, faculty, staff or disciplinary requirenents of any

private—or religious school referred to in this section w thout
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1 the consent of said school.

(3) THE FOLLON NG M NI MUM COURSES I N GRADES NI NE THROUGH 12 <—

ARE ESTABLI SHED AS A REQUI REMENT FOR HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON:

(1) FOUR YEARS OF ENGLI SH.

(II'l) THREE YEARS OF SCl ENCE.

(1V)  THREE YEARS CF SOCI AL STUDI ES.

2
3
4
5 (I1) THREE YEARS OF NMATHEMATI CS.
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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