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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1181 %

| NTRODUCED BY GALLAGHER, FREIND, HARPER, COWELL, BURNS,
E. Z. TAYLOR EVANS, FI SCHER, COLAFELLA, DAVI ES, LI VENGOCD
M LLER, TIGUE, LESCOVITZ, STAIRS, WGE NS, WASS, BATTI STO,
HAGARTY, COY, DALEY, FATTAH, KGCSI NSKlI, HERVAN AND BOCK,
JUNE 7, 1983

SENATOR HESS, EDUCATI ON, I N SENATE, AS AMENDED, JUNE 12, 1984
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for nandatory prograrns;
providing for eduecation-assessnent-testing-as—a prereguisite < —
for—receipt—ofdiplerma A STATEW DE PROGRAM OF TESTI NG AND <—
REVEDI ATI ON; further providing for voting of boards; further
providing for the granting of diplomas; and naking editorial
changes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 290.1 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
r epeal ed.
Section 2. Section 1511 of the act, anended July 31, 1968
(P.L.1020, No.301), is anended to read:
Section 1511. [Subjects of Instruction; Flag Code.--1n every

el enentary public and private school, established and mai ntai ned
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in this Commonweal th, the follow ng subjects shall be taught, in
t he English | anguage and from English texts: English, including
spelling, reading and witing, arithmetic, geography, the
history of the United States and of Pennsyl vania, civics,
including loyalty to the State and National Government, safety
education, and the humane treatnent of birds and ani nals,
heal t h, including physical education, and physiol ogy, nusic and
art. Other subjects shall be taught in the public elenmentary
schools and also in the public high schools as nay be prescribed
by the standards of the State Board of Education. Al such

subj ects, except foreign | anguages, shall be taught in the
Engl i sh I anguage and from English texts: Provided, however,
That, at the discretion of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the teaching of subjects in a | anguage ot her than
English may be permtted as part of a sequence in foreign

| anguage study or as part of a bilingual education programif

t he teachi ng personnel are properly certified in the subject
fields. Each school district shall provide and distribute to
each pupil, enrolled in the eighth grade of the public schools,
one illustrated copy of the National Flag Code, and shall, from
time to tinme, nmake avail abl e such copies as are necessary for
repl acenents fromyear to year. It shall be the duty of each
teacher in the public schools to make such use of the code as

may, fromtinme to tine, seem proper.] Prograns or Courses of

Study in Public Schools.--(a) The mandatory required prograns

or courses of study to be offered are as fol |l ows:

(1) At the elenentary school |evel: English, to include

spelling, reading and witing; arithnetic; science; geography;

hi story of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety

education, including regular instruction in the dangers and
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1 prevention of fires; health edueatien- AND physical educati on;
2 nusic; art:—andrenedial—prograns AND ART.

3 (2) At the secondary school level: English, to include

4 |language, literature, speech and conposition; science, to

5 include earth sciences, biology, physics and cheni stry;

6 geography; social studies, to include civics, economcs, world
7 history, United States history;—ineludingthe history of taber
8 +hthe UnitedStates and Pennsylvania history; foreign

9 lanquages; mathenmatics, to include general mathematics and

10 statistics, algebra, geonetry and trigononetry; conputer

11 literacy or conputer science; industrial arts; hone econonics;
12 art; nusic; vocational-technical education; business education;
13

14

15

16

17 substances AND HEALTH AND PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON

18 (3) Al subjects, except foreign |anguages, shall be taught
19 in the English | anguage and from English texts in conpliance
20 with State board regul ati ons_and departnent standards. The
21 teaching of subjects in a |anguage other than English nay be
22 pernmtted as part of a sequence in foreign |anguage study or _as
23 part of a bilingual education programif the teaching personnel
24 are properly certified in the subject fields.
25 (4) The Ceneral Assenbly acknow edges the inportance of
26 foreign | anguage study to the Commonweal th and the United
27 States. No-student-shall be denied aeccess to forelgn-language
28 study— Foreign |language is an asset to the vocational -technical
29 student and business student, as well as the student who wl|

30 attend coll ege.
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1 (5) Conputer literacy and conputer science may be taught as
2 part of an elenentary or secondary nandatory required program or
3 course. School districts are urged to provide instruction in

4 conputer literacy and conputer science to all students.

5 (6) Each school district shall provide and distribute to

6 each student, enrolled in the eighth grade of the public

7 schools, one illustrated copy of the National Flag Code and it

8 shall be the duty of each teacher in the public schools to nake
9 such use of the code as may, fromtine to tine, seem proper

10 (7) The State board shall designate which of the nandated
11 prograns or courses of study shall be required of all students
12 or of all students in certain grade |evels. Physical education
13 shall be taught to every student every year at the el enentary
14 and secondary levels. Physical education prograns shall be

15 adapted for students unable to participate in a regular program

=
\l

(

24 eredit)—

25 ) Physical—education—one{1) vear {one (1) unit of
26 eredit)—

27 "y e

30 and-the reguirenentforgraduation—shall—apply -to-students
19830H1181B3165 - 4 -
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tothe test resuylts—

SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG SECTI ONS TO READ: <—
SECTI ON 1511.1. TESTI NG AND RENMEDI ATI ON PROGRAM --(A) IN

ORDER TO PROVI DE_REMEDI AL | NSTRUCTI ON TO STUDENTS, A STATEW DE

PROGRAM OF TESTI NG AND REMEDI ATI ON SHALL BE OFFERED BY SCHOOL

DI STRICTS TO THEI R STUDENTS AND BE FURNI SHED DI RECTLY TO

NONPUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS BY THE | NTERVEDI ATE UNITS. I T IS THE

I NTENT OF THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT THE MOST EFFI Cl ENT USE

POSSI BLE BE MADE OF AVAI LABLE TESTI NG | NFORVATI ON AND OF REVENUE

FOR SIM LAR PURPOSES FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT.

(B) A CRITERI ON- REFERENCED SKILLS TEST | N READI NG AND NMATH,

DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT, SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY SCHOOL

DI STRICTS TO PUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE THIRD, FI FTH AND

El GHT GRADES, AND FURNI SHED DI RECTLY BY | NTERMEDI ATE UNI TS TO

19830H1181B3165 - 8 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

NONPUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE THI RD, FI FTH AND El GHTH GRADES,

VWHO CHOOSE, THROUGH THEI R NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS, TO PARTI Cl PATE I N

TH' S TESTI NG PROGRAM _THE PURPOSE OF THE TEST |S TO | DENTI FY

I NDI VI DUAL _STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT PERFORM NG AT THE APPROPRI ATE

SKILL LEVEL. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE COST OF

DEVELOPMENT, PURCHASE AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE CRI TERI ON-

REFERENCED TEST.

(6 EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL ESTABLI SH AN APPROVED PROGRAM

OF REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES FOR | TS PUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS AND EACH

| NTERVEDI ATE UNI T SHALL ESTABLI SH AN APPROVED PROGRAM OF

REMVEDI ATI ON SERVI CES FOR THE NONPUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS IN I TS

SERVI CE DELI VERY AREA. EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND | NTERMEDI ATE

UNIL T _SHALL SERVE STUDENTS | DENTI FI ED AS NEEDI NG REMEDI ATl ON WHO

ARE NOT CURRENTLY SERVED BY REMEDI AL PROGRAMS, AS WELL AS ANY

STUDENTS SELECTED BY A SCHOOL DI STRICT _OR | NTERVEDI ATE UNI T WHO

ARE SO | DENTI FI ED AND ARE CURRENTLY BEI NG SERVED BY OTHER

REVEDI AL PROGRAMS. ANNUALLY, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT_AND

| NTERVEDI ATE UNIT SHALL SUBM T AN APPL| CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT

FOR APPROVAL OF A PROGRAM OF REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES TO BE FUNDED

PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (D). UPON APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAM _EACH

SCHOOL DI STRICT AND | NTERVEDI ATE UNIT SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR

STATE FUNDS MADE AVAI LABLE FOR SUCH PROGRAMS, AS PROVIDED I N

SUBSECTI ON (D).

(D) FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES SHALL BE

DI STRI BUTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

BASED ON THE NUMBER OF PUBLI C SCHOCOL STUDENTS | DENTI FI ED FOR

REMVEDI ATI ON AND TO | NTERVEDI ATE UNI TS ON BEHALF OF NONPUBLI C

SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR REMEDI ATI ON.  FUNDS DI STRI BUTED TO

| NTERMVEDI ATE UNI TS SHALL BE FOR SERVI CES THAT ARE IN ADDITION TO

ANY SERVI CES PROVI DED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF

19830H1181B3165 - 9 -
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SECTI ON 922.1-A OF TH S ACT, AND SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE I N ADDI Tl ON

TO THGSE DI STRI BUTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF

SUBSECTI ON (D) OF SECTION 922.1-A OF THI S ACT.

(E) IT 1S THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT SCHOOL

DI STRICTS UTI LI ZE REVENUE FOR SIM LAR PROGRAMS FROM THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMVENT TO SUPPLEMENT STATE FUNDS PROVI DED FOR IN THI' S ACT.

FURTHER, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DI RECTS THE DEPARTMENT TO

GUARANTEE, IN ITS DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT,

THAT THE COVBI NED RESOURCES OF STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS EXCEED

THE RESOURCES VWH CH WOULD BE AVAI LABLE FROM STATE SOURCES | F

FEDERAL REVENUES FOR SIM LAR PURPOSES WERE NOT_AVAI LABLE.

(F) I NTERVEDI ATE UNI TS SHALL FURNI SH THE TESTI NG AND

REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES PROVIDED FOR IN THI' S SECTION DI RECTLY TO

NONPUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF

SUBSECTIONS (A), (B) AND (C) OF SECTION 922.1-A OF TH S ACT.

(G THE STATE BOARD COF EDUCATI ON SHALL DEVELOP REGULATI ONS

TO I MPLEMENT THE TESTI NG AND REMEDI ATI ON PROGRAM PROVI DED FOR I N

TH'S SECTI ON, AND SUCH REGULATI ONS SHALL | NCLUDE THE

AUTHORI ZATI ON FOR THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON TO GRANT EXCEPTI ONS

TO THE PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS FOR CERTAI N CATEGORI ES OF STUDENTS,

| NCLUDI NG CERTAI N EXCEPTI ONAL CHI LDREN.

Section 1511.2. Test for Educati onal Excell ence and

Achi evenent . --The State Board of Educati on and the Departnent of

Educati on shall develop and utilize a test to be known as the

Educati onal Excel |l ence and Achi evenent Test to assist districts

in |l ong range pl anni ng. School districts nay participate in the

Educati onal Excel |l ence and Achi evenent Test and nay utilize any

goal s of excell ence which the State Board of Educati on nay

adopt . However—any—goals—of excellence—adopted by the State
| of | . hall I 1 L . . kot

19830H1181B3165 - 10 -
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| : | : i ) IRVET
ahd—{(2)—
Section 1511.3. Approval and Eval uati on.--The Departnent of

Educati on shall be responsi ble for approval of prograns for all

public el enentary and secondary schools. Approval shall be

granted to a school which certifies that it is in conpliance

with section 1511 of this act. Al public schools shall be

subj ect to evaluation every five (5) years by the departnent for

t he pur pose of program approval .

Section 4. Section 1704 of the act, amended June 28, 1951
(P.L.934, No.180), is anended to read:

Section 1704. Joint Authority of Boards; Title to
Property.--The affairs of joint schools or departnents shall be
supervi sed and directed (1) jointly by the several boards of
school directors, establishing and maintaining such joint
school s or departnents, or (2) by a joint school commttee, as
provi ded in section one thousand seven hundred seven of this
act. When there is no joint school commttee, the several boards
of school directors are hereby authorized to neet jointly, and
exerci se the sanme power and authority over the sanme as the
several boards exercise over the schools in their respective
districts. Whatever matter is required by law to be decided by a
vote of the majority of all the directors of a school district
shall in a joint school or departnment be required to be deci ded
by a vote of two-thirds of all the constituent boards conprising
said joint operation. The vote of any constituent board shall be
determned by a mgjority vote of all the school directors
conpri sing such constituent board. In addition thereto, the
matter shall have been voted for by a majority of all the school

directors of all of the constituent boards. Al voting on the

19830H1181B3165 - 11 -
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affairs of joint schools or departnents by the school directors

of the constituent boards |ocated in Al egheny County shall be

conducted either in convention or by nanil ballot, whichever

procedure the mpjority of all school directors select. The title

to any real estate, acquired for the purpose of establishing any
such joint school or department, shall be held in the nane of
one or nore of the district establishing the sane, as they may
agr ee.

Section 5. Section 1905 of the act, anended Septenber 12,
1961 (P.L.1263, No.554), is anended to read:

Section 1905. Certificate or Diploma.--Al school credits
derived fromany curricular course of study in the standard
eveni ng hi gh school of any district shall be accepted by the
school authorities of that district toward fulfillnment of the
requi renents for graduation fromany curriculum of any day
school of corresponding grade in that district. Upon the
satisfactory conpletion in the standard eveni ng hi gh school of
the curricular courses of study required for graduation from any
curriculumof any school district by any person, such person
shall be awarded the appropriate school certificate or diploma

at the close of the then current school term Wenever a person

sati sfactorily conpletes the requirenents on the hi gh school

| evel Tests of CGeneral Educati onal Devel opnent, the school

district which the person | ast attended shall grant to the

person, upon application, the appropriate school dipl ona.

Section 6. The provisions of this act are severable. If any
provision of this act or its application to any person or
circunstances is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of this act which can be given

effect without the invalid provision or application.

19830H1181B3165 - 12 -



1 Section 7. This act shall

2 section 1511, which shal
3 1985-1986 school year.

F3L24SGE 19830H1181B3165

t ake effect

take effect immedi ately, except

begi nni ng t he 1984-1985
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