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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1170 =55

I NTRODUCED BY SHOWERS, BALDW N, RUDY AND COY, JUNE 8, 1983

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON BUSI NESS AND COVMERCE, JUNE 8, 1983
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing a governnental agency to conduct a Statew de
program for stimulating economc activity and devel opi ng
potential for economc growmh within the Comobnwealth.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the State
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent Act.

Section 2. Declaration of purpose.

The purpose of this act is to establish a Cormonweal th agency
to conduct a Statew de programfor stimulating economc activity
and devel opi ng potential for economic growh within the
Commonweal th. To this end, the objectives of this agency shall
be to:

(1) Mintain a well-bal anced and managed econom c
devel opnent and growth program for the Comonweal th. Both the

needs and the resources of the State vary drastically from

one region to another and even from one community to another.
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The State's devel opnent strategy, therefore, nmust take into
account these distinctions. The devel opnment program for smal
towns and rural areas and that for the State's |arger
communities and netropolitan areas nust be different. Thus,
the board's policy and involvenent will vary dependi ng upon
t he area of the Conmonwealt h.

(2) Conserve, restore and devel op natural, physical,
human, social, econom ¢ and productive resources of the
Conmonweal t h.

(3) Coordinate functions and activities of various
agencies within the Coomonweal th and act as the official
|iaison office between State, Federal and | ocal planning,
research and devel opnent agenci es.

(4) Pronote and coordinate State and |ocal activities in
pl anni ng public works projects.

(5) Pronote the public interest in the devel opnent of
the State through cooperation with public agencies, private
enterprises and charitable and social institutions.

(6) Pronote and encourage industrial devel opnent,
private business and comrercial enterprise, agricultural
production, transportation and the utilization and investnent
of capital within the Commonweal t h.

(7) Assist the devel opnment of State, interstate and
foreign trade, along with comrerce and markets for
Pennsyl vani a goods by renoving barriers to industrial,
commercial and agricul tural devel oprent.

(8) Assist in insuring stability in enploynment and
i ncrease the opportunities for enploynment of Pennsyl vania
citizens and to devise neans to raise the living standards of

t he peopl e of this Conmonweal t h.
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(9) Advance the general welfare of the people.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." Any State officer, departnent, board, conm ssion,
commttee, institution, bureau, division, person or functional
group that is authorized to exercise or does exercise any
executive or admnistrative function of government in the State.

"Board." The State Devel opnent Board.

"Director.” The Director of the State Devel opnent Board.

"Federal agency." Any agency of the Governnent of the United

St at es.
"Local agency." Local political subdivisions of the State.
"State." The Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 4. State Devel opnent Board; appoi ntnment of nmenbers and
officers; terms and vacanci es.

The State Devel opnent Board shall be governed by a board
consi sting of 15 nmenbers appointed by the Governor with the
advi ce and consent of two-thirds of the nenbers of the Senate
who are residents of the Conmonweal th at the tinme of their
appoi ntment and qualification, and have been qualified electors
for a period of at |east one year preceding their appointnent.
Si x menbers of the board shall be appointed fromthe State at
| arge. One of the nenbers appointed fromthe State at |arge
shall be designated by the Governor to serve as chairman of the
board. The remai ni ng ni ne nmenbers shall be designated as county
representatives and one nenber shall be appointed from each of
t he nine classes of counties. The nenbers of the board appointed

by the Governor shall continue in office for a termof one to
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five years. Three nenbers shall be appointed to each term
respectively, fromthe date of their appointnent until their
respective successors shall be duly appointed and qualified. The
term for each appoi nted nenber shall be designated by the
Governor at the tinme of their appointnment. Successors shall be
appointed for a termof five years, except that any person
appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired
term Any appointed nenber of the board shall be eligible for

r eappoi nt nent .

Section 5. Qualification; conpensation of nenbers of the board.

No nmenber of the board shall hold any public office or
enpl oynment. Menbers of the board shall be conpensated for their
services at the regular per diemrate established by the General
Assenbly for other State boards and shall be reinbursed for
actual and necessary expenses incurred in connection with their
wor k as nenbers of the board.

Section 6. Meetings of board; procedure and records.

Al'l regular meetings of the board shall be public. The board
shall adopt its own rules of procedure and keep adequate records
of its proceedings. The director shall act as secretary of the
board but shall have no vote.

Section 7. Director of devel opnent.

The board shall appoint a director to serve at the discretion
of the board. The director shall be responsible to the board for
the operation of the programoutlined by the board and, subject
to the approval of the board, shall have the authority to
select, direct, control and renove all nmenbers of his staff and
ot her personnel required for the operation of the board.

Section 8. Divisions; division chiefs.

The board shall consist of divisions for research, planning,
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1 devel opnent or any other divisions as the board may establish by
2 resolution. Each division shall be governed by a chief of the

3 division selected on the basis of their technical and

4 administrative qualifications and experience to performthe

5 duties required by their position.

6 Section 9. Duties and powers of the board.

7 The board shall have power and its duty shall be to:

8 (1) Advise and nake recomrendations to the Governor and
9 the General Assenbly on all matters concerning its

10 obj ecti ves.

11 (2) Cooperate with other agencies of the Commonwealth in
12 t he devel opnent of plans to insure the correlation of such

13 plans into a nmaster plan designed to consider the natural,

14 physi cal, social and econom c needs of the Comonweal t h.

15 (3) Have access to records and studi es of each agency

16 pertaining to the objectives of the board.

17 (4) Conduct studies on its own initiative pertaining to
18 any of its objectives and others at the request of the

19 Governor, the General Assenbly or State or |ocal agencies.
20 (5) Study area problens, establish |ocal agencies and
21 furnish staff or financial aid as nmay be deened advi sabl e.
22 (6) Stimulate and encourage all local, State and Federal
23 governmental agencies with simlar and rel ated objectives and
24 pur poses and to cooperate with |ocal, regional and Federal
25 pl anni ng and devel opnent prograns.
26 (7) Publish and distribute its findings, through witten
27 reports, brochures, nagazi nes, newspapers, television, radio,
28 periodi cal s and other recogni zed forns of adverti sing,
29 personal interviews, exhibits and displays in order that
30 government al agenci es, corporations and individual citizens
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1 may becone acquainted with the planning and devel opnent

2 pr ogr ans.

3 (8) Advertise the advantages of industrial, agricultural

4 and comrerci al devel opnent by neans of paid publicity.

5 (9) Provide information to and make contact with private

6 busi ness enterprises and |ocal, State and Federal

7 government al agenci es by any form of comrunication for the

8 pur pose of dispensing information regarding industrial,

9 commercial and agricultural opportunities in the Commonweal th
10 and for the purpose of encouraging the establishment of new
11 or the expansion of existing industries and enterprises.

12 (10) Provide advice, upon request, by local, State and
13 Federal agencies, and by the private citizens and busi ness
14 and comrercial enterprises upon matters of economc

15 devel opnent, industrial and busi ness expansi on and

16 agricultural activity upon which its know edge, sources of
17 i nformation and findings and deci sions of the board qualify
18 it to speak.

19 Section 10. Transfer of duties.

20 The powers and duties of the Departnment of Conmerce are

21 hereby transferred to the State Devel opnent Board whi ch shal

22 have the authority to:

23 (1) Investigate, study and undertake neans of pronoting
24 and encour agi ng econom ¢ devel opnent and protecting the

25 legitimate interests and wel fare of Pennsyl vani a busi ness,
26 i ndustry and commerce within and w thout the Commonwealth.
27 (2) Investigate, study and undertake neans of expandi ng
28 mar ket s and pronoti ng and devel opi ng new markets for

29 Pennsyl vani a products.

30 (3) Pronote and encourage the | ocation and devel opnent
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1 of new business, industries and comerce within the

2 Conmonweal t h.

3 (4) Investigate and study conditions affecting

4 Pennsyl vani a busi ness, industry and comrerce, to collect and
5 di ssem nate i nformati on and engage in technical studies,

6 scientific investigations, statistical research and

7 educational activities.

8 (5) Cooperate with and assi st persons, firms,

9 associ ations, corporations, cooperative associations,

10 organi zations and political subdivisions of the Comobnwealth.
11 (6) Make recomrendations to the General Assenbly, for

12 i mprovenent and elimnation of restrictions and burdens which
13 adversely affect or retard the devel opnent or expansion of

14 busi ness, industry or conmerce.

15 (7) Initiate, pronote, conduct or cause to be conduct ed,
16 research designed to further new and nore extensive uses and
17 consunption of resources and their by-products; and to enter
18 into contracts and agreenents with research | aboratories

19 mai nt ai ned by educational or endowed institutions in this
20 Commonweal th and to expand appropriations nmade to the board
21 for such purposes.
22 (8) Investigate and study conditions of unenpl oynent, by
23 recommendi ng specific remedies for the alleviation of such
24 conditions and aid in restoring enploynent in affected
25 conmuni ties.
26 (9) Elimnate unfair conpetition and trade practices
27 tending to inpair stability which are harnful to the
28 financi al soundness of business, industry, conmerce, wages
29 and wor ki ng conditions.
30 (10) Encourage and devel op commerce with other states

19830H1170B1358 - 7 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N NN NN R P P R R P R R R R
N~ o o A WON P O O 0O N OO0~ ODN O

and foreign countries, by renoving trade barriers hanpering

the free fl ow of comerce.

(11) Cooperate with interstate comm ssions engaged in
formul ati ng and pronoting the adoption of interstate conpacts
and agreenents hel pful to business, industry and conmerce.

Section 11. Advisory councils.

At the discretion of the board an advi sory council or
councils may be appointed to advise with respect to each board
function which may be the responsibility of the board. Each
advi sory council shall consist of a group of not nore than nine
menbers, consisting of State and |ocal officials and private
i ndi vidual s of outstanding ability in a particular field of
enterprise. The nenbers shall receive no salary or per diem but
may be conpensated for actual expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties. The nmenbers shall serve for a term
establ i shed by resolution of the board and may be renoved by the
board. Governnental officials shall serve on councils for a
period of one year and may be reappointed for successive terns
by the board. Ternms of governnental officials shall end with the
term nation of their office.

Section 12. Confidential information.

Confidential information submitted to any agency as required
by | aw shall not be published in any manner which will directly
or indirectly discredit or damage the reputation of business
activity of any individual or corporation.

Section 13. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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