PRINTER S NO. 875

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /88 %

I NTRODUCED BY HUTCHI NSON, APRIL 13, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 13, 1983

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), entitled

"A supplenment to the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
entitled "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct
of the executive and admi nistrative work of the Commobnweal t h
by the Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determned,' inplenenting the addition
of section 4.1 to Article IV of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a; establishing the Ofice of Attorney General

el ected by the citizens and setting forth powers and duties
of the Attorney General; creating an Ofice of General
Counsel and providing for |egal services for Conmmonweal t h
agenci es; transferring, reorganizing or reconstituting
certain boards, conm ssions and agencies; placing certain
duties upon the courts and district attorneys; repealing
certain acts and parts of acts and maki ng appropriations,”

i mposi ng powers and duties on the Ofice of Attorney General
relating to supervision and adm nistration of the

Pennsyl vani a Crime Conm ssi on.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 201 and 206 of the act of Cctober 15,
1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commonweal th Attorneys Act,
are anmended to read:

Section 201. Established as an i ndependent departnment.

(a) GCeneral provisions.--The Ofice of Attorney General
shall be an independent departnent and shall be headed by the
Attorney Ceneral. The Attorney Ceneral shall exercise such
powers and perform such duties as are hereinafter set forth. As
an i ndependent adm nistrative departnent the O fice of Attorney
CGeneral shall be subject to the sane limtations contained in
the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929," and all other acts as are
applicable to the i ndependent Departnent of Auditor Ceneral or
State Treasury.

(b) Consumer Advocate.--The Attorney General shall appoint a
Consuner Advocate which appoi ntnment shall be subject to the
approval of a majority of the nmenbers elected to the Senate. The
Consuner Advocate shall performthe duties and have the powers
set forth in Article I X-A of "The Adm ni strative Code of 1929."

(c) Bureaus, divisions and personnel.--The Attorney General
shal | appoint and fix the conpensation of a first deputy
attorney general, a director of the Bureau of Consuner
Protection and such other deputies, officers and enpl oyees who
may, at any tine, exercise such powers and perform such duties
as may be prescribed by the Attorney Ceneral. The Attorney
CGeneral may establish such bureaus or divisions as nmay be
required for the proper conduct of the office, including a

crimnal investigation bureau.
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(d) Pennsylvania Crine Conmi ssion.--The Attorney Ceneral

shal | appoint and fix the conpensati on of an executive director

of the Pennsyl vania Cri ne Conm ssi on and such other officers and

enpl oyees as the conmi ssion may require for the proper conduct

of the conm ssi on.

Section 206. Law enforcenent and crimnal investigations;
i nvestigating grand juries.

(a) Law enforcenent; crimnal investigations.--The Attorney
General shall be the chief |aw enforcenment officer of the
Commonweal th; the district attorney shall be the chief |aw
enforcenent officer for the county in which he is elected. The
Attorney Ceneral shall have the power to investigate any
crimnal offense which he has the power to prosecute under
section 205; he shall continue the existing prograns relating to
drug | aw enforcenent. The Pennsyl vania State Police shal
cooperate with the Attorney Ceneral and furnish such services as
the Attorney Ceneral shall request.

(b) Investigating grand juries.--The Attorney Ceneral shal
convene and conduct investigating grand juries as provided in
the act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L.1148, No.271), known as the
"I nvestigating Gand Jury Act."

(c) Pennsylvania Crine Conmi ssion.--The Attorney Ceneral

shal|l adm ni ster and supervise the activities of the

Pennsyl vania Cri ne Comm ssion as set forth in the act of COctober

4. 1978 (P.L.876, No.169), known as the "Pennsylvania Crine

Conmi ssi on Act."

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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