PRINTER S NO. 747

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 670 5

| NTRODUCED BY BURNS, AFFLERBACH, W LSON, MVERRY, RElI NARD,
McHALE, GALLAGHER AND GREENWOOD, APRIL 6, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, APRIL 6, 1983

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled
"An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the
executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determned,” providing for the election
of the Consuner Advocate; and making an editorial change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 902-A of the act of April 29, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929,
added July 9, 1976 (P.L.903, No.161), the first sentence of
subsection (b) repeal ed Cctober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), is
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amended to read:

Section 902-A. Ofice of Consumer Advocate.--(a) There is
her eby established [within the Department of Justice] an Ofice
of Consuner Advocate to represent the interest of consuners

bef ore the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conmm ssion.

(b) The Ofice of Consuner Advocate shall be headed by a

Consuner Advocate who shall be elected for a four-year term at

the sane tine and in the same nmanner as the Auditor General. In

the event of a vacancy, the Governor shall appoint a proper

person to fill the vacancy. The Consuner Advocate shall be a

person who by reason of training, experience and attainnent is
qualified to represent the interest of consunmers. Conpensation

shall be [set by the Executive Board] equal to the conpensation

fixed by |law for a nenber of the Pennsyl vania Public Uility

(c) No individual who serves as a Consuner Advocate shall,
while serving in such position, engage in any busi ness,
vocation, other enploynent, or have other interests,
inconsistent with his official responsibilities, nor shall he
seek or accept enpl oynent nor render beneficial services for
conpensation with any "person” or "corporation,” as defined in
[section 2 of the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.1053, No.286), known
as the "Public Utility Law,"] 66 Pa.C.S. 8§ 102 (relating to

definitions) subject to the authority of the comm ssion during

the [tenure of the appointnent] termof office and for a period

of two years after the [appointnment is served or term nated]

i ndi vi dual ceases to hold office as Consuner Advocate.

(d) Any individual who [is appointed to the position of]

becones Consunmer Advocate shall not seek el ection nor accept

appoi ntnment to any other political office during the tenure as
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Consuner Advocate and for a period of two years after the

[appointnment is served or term nated] individual ceases to hold

office as Consunmer Advocate.

Section 2. Section 903-A of the act, added July 9, 1976
(P.L.903, No.161), is anended to read:

Section 903-A. Assistant Consumer Advocates; Enployes.--The
Consuner Advocate [with the approval of the Attorney General]
shal | appoint attorneys as assi stant consumer advocates and such
additional clerical, technical and professional staff as may be
appropriate, and may contract for such additional services as
shall be necessary for the performance of his function. The
conpensati on of assistant consumer advocates and such clerical,
techni cal and professional staff shall be set by the Consuner

Advocate, with the approval of the Attorney General, on a basis

consi stent with conpensation fixed for conparabl e positions by

the Executive Board. No assistant consuner advocate or other
staff enploye shall, while serving in such position, engage in
any busi ness, vocation, other enploynent, or have other
interests, inconsistent with his official responsibilities.

Section 3. Section 201(b) of the act of Cctober 15, 1980
(P.L.950, No.164), known as the Comonweal th Attorneys Act, is
r epeal ed.

Section 4. (a) The first election under this act shall be
hel d concurrently with the first election of an Auditor Ceneral
occurring nore than ten nonths after the enactnment of this act.

(b) Section 3 shall take effect upon the qualification of
the first Consuner Advocate el ected under this act.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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