PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 394, 1431 PRINTER S NO. 1884

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 350 5

| NTRODUCED BY MJURPHY, RYAN, COWELL, CALTAG RONE, TRELLGQ,
M CHLOVI C, VAN HORNE, GREENWOOD, DAW DA AND DONATUCCI ,
MARCH 1, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 4, 1983
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AN ACT
Rel ating to euthanasia of pet animals; prohibiting certain

nmet hods of euthanasia; and requiring certain training in the

adm ni stration of drugs; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Prohibited neans of euthanasi a.

No ani mal shall be euthanized by neans of a high altitude
deconpressi on chanber or deconpressi on devi ce.
Section 2. Methods of euthanasi a.

(a) Required nethod.--The required nethod of euthanasia
shall be by the admi nistration of an overdose of a barbiturate,
bar bi turate conbi nati ons, drug or drug conbi nati ons approved for
this purpose by the Federal Drug Adm nistration and in
accordance with guidelines established by the Pennsyl vani a
Depart ment of Agriculture.

(b) Authorized nethod.--Nothing in this act shall prevent a

person or Humane Soci ety organi zation from euthani zing a pet



ani mal by neans of firearns.
Section 3. Admnistration of drugs.

The barbiturates, barbiturate conbinations or other Federal
Drug Adm ni stration approved drugs or drug conbinations shall be
adm ni stered by intravenous, intraperitoneal or intracardiac
injections or orally by a licensed veterinarian or by a person
trained in the proper restraint, handling determ nation of death

and injection by the nethods approved in this section by a
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Iicensed veterinarian. The training shall be at |east four hours
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in duration and the person shall be certified as conpetent, in
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witing, by that veterinarian.
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Section 4. Excl usi ons.
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Sections 2 and 3 of this act shall not apply to a nedi cal
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school or school of veterinary medicine or a research

=Y
(63}

institution affiliated with a hospital or university.
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Section 5. Bxisting USE OF carbon nonoxi de eut hanasi a systens.
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(1) Carbon nonoxi de gas shal—net—be—used MAY BE USED TO

PERFORM EUTHANASI A on ani mal s under—the—age—of —etght—weeks—
SEVEN WEEKS OF AGE OR OLDER
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(2) CHLOROFORM ETHER, HALOTHANE OR FLUOTHANE MAY BE

N
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USED TO PERFCRM EUTHANASI A ON ANI MALS UNDER SEVEN WEEKS OF
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AGE WHEN ADM NI STERED | N AN Al RTI GHT CHAMBER OR TRANSPARENT
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PLASTI C BAG PROVI DI NG FOR SEGREGATI ON OF ANI MALS BY SI ZE AND

N
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AGE WHI CH | S CAPABLE OF PERM TTI NG UNOBSTRUCTED VI SUAL
30 OBSERVATI ON AND WHI CH DOES NOT PERM T DI RECT CONTACT W TH ANY
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1 DEVI CE CONTAI NI NG CHLORCFORM

2 2> (3) Carbon nonoxide gas systens shall consist of and <—
3 be equi pped with:

4 (1) Atightly enclosed cabinet for the purpose of

5 containing the animals during the euthanasia process.

6 (ii) Internal lighting and a w ndow for direct

7 vi sual observation in the cabinet at all tines.

8 (ti1) A gas generation capable of achieving a

9 concentration of carbon nonoxi de gas of at |east 5%

10 t hr oughout the cabi net.

11 (iv) A gauge or gas concentration indicator or

12 recordi ng devi ce.

13 (v) A neans of separating animals fromeach other
14 within the cabinet, if the cabinet is of sufficient size
15 to facilitate nore than one ani mal .

16 (vi) A nmeans of fully renoving the carbon nonoxi de
17 gas fromthe cabi net upon conpletion of the euthanasia
18 pr ocess.

19 (vii) If an internal conmbustion engine is used, a
20 means of cooling the gas to a tenperature not to exceed
21 115 degrees Fahrenheit at the point of entry into the
22 cabi net and not to exceed 90 degrees Fahrenheit at any
23 point in the cabinet as determ ned by tenperature gauges
24 permanently installed at point of entry and inside the
25 cabi net .
26 (viii) If the gas is generated by an internal
27 conmbustion engi ne, a neans of renoving or filtering out
28 all noxious funes, irritating acids and carbon particles
29 fromthe gas before it enters the cabinet.
30 (ix) If an internal conbustion engine is used, a
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nmeans of substantially deadening the sound and vi bration
transm ssion fromthe engine to the cabinet, by placing
themin separate roons or soundproof conpartnents
connecting themw th flexible tubing or pipe at |east 24
inches in length, so that the noise level within the
cabi net shall not exceed 70 deci bels.
(x) If an internal conbustion engine is used, a
means for exhausting the internal conbustion engi ne gas
during the period of engi ne warnup.
3} (4) Upon conpletion of the euthanasia process, <—
ani mal s shall not be renoved fromthe cabinet until the
carbon nonoxi de gas has been fully renoved fromthe cabi net.
SECTI ON 6. EXI STI NG DEVI CES. <—
ANY HUVMANE SOCI ETY ORGANI ZATI ON OR ANY OTHER SI M LAR
ORGANI ZATI ON WHI CH, ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S ACT, HAS I N
I TS POSSESSI ON A CHAMBER OR DEVI CE, THE USE OF WVHICH I S
PRCHI BI TED BY THI S ACT, SHALL, W THI N 30 DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THI'S ACT, DI SMANTLE AND RENDER | NOPERATI VE THE CHAMBER
OR DEVI CE.
Section 6 7. Penalty. <—
Any person or organi zation found guilty of violating the
provi sions of this act shall be fined not to exceed $250 per
vi ol ati on day.
Section # 8. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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