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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 350 5

I NTRODUCED BY MJURPHY, RYAN, COWELL, CALTAG RONE, TRELLOQ,
M CHLOVI C, VAN HORNE, GREENWOOD AND DAW DA, MARCH 14, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 14, 1983
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AN ACT
Rel ating to euthanasia of pet animals; prohibiting certain

nmet hods of euthanasia; and requiring certain training in the

adm ni stration of drugs; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Prohibited neans of euthanasi a.

No ani mal shall be euthanized by neans of a high altitude
deconpressi on chanber or deconpressi on devi ce.
Section 2. Methods of euthanasi a.

(a) Required nethod.--The required nethod of euthanasia
shall be by the admi nistration of an overdose of a barbiturate,
bar bi turate conbi nati ons, drug or drug conbi nati ons approved for
this purpose by the Federal Drug Adm nistration and in
accordance with guidelines established by the Anerican
Vet erinary Medi cal Association.

(b) Authorized nethod.--Nothing in this act shall prevent a

person or Humane Soci ety organi zation from euthani zing a pet
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ani mal by neans of firearns.
Section 3. Admnistration of drugs.

The barbiturates, barbiturate conbinations or other Federal
Drug Adm ni stration approved drugs or drug conbinations shall be
adm ni stered by intravenous, intraperitoneal or intracardiac
injections or orally by a licensed veterinarian or by a person
trained in the proper restraint, handling determ nation of death
and injection by the nethods approved in this section by a
Iicensed veterinarian. The training shall be at |east four hours
in duration and the person shall be certified as conpetent, in
witing, by that veterinarian.

Section 4. Excl usions.

Sections 2 and 3 of this act shall not apply to a nedi cal
school or school of veterinary medicine or a research
institution affiliated with a hospital or university.

Section 5. Penalty.

Any person or organization found guilty of violating the
provi sions of this act shall be fined not to exceed $250 per
vi ol ati on day.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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