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AN ACT
Prohibiting the cutting, digging, renoval, transportation or
sale within this Conmonweal th for any purpose of Christmas
trees, evergreen—boughs—oer—shrubs— without a bill of sale or <—
ot her proof of ownership fromthe owner of the |and on which
the sane are grown; and providing a penalty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
SECTI ON 1. DEFI NI TI ONS. <—
THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:
"TREES" OR "CHRI STMAS TREES." ANY RED PI NE, SCOTCH PI NE,
VWH TE PI NE, AUSTRI AN PI NE, SOUTHWESTERN VWHI TE PI NE, NORWAY
SPRUCE, WHI TE SPRUCE, COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE, SERBI AN SPRUCE,
DOUGLAS FIR, CONCOLOR FI R, BALSAM FI R AND FRASER FI R.
Section £ 2. Required bill of sale. <—

No person shall cut, dig, renmove or transport, wthout having

in possession a bill of sale fromthe owner, in form prescribed



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

by and avail able fromthe Departnment of Agriculture, any
Chri st mas trees;—evergreen—boughs—oer—shrubs.
Section 2 3. Renoval and identification.

No person shall cut, dig, renpove or transport within this
Commonweal th any of the trees;—boughs—er—shrubs,- listed in
section +2 1:

(1) if the sane have been cut, dug, renoved or
transported from property owned or |eased by the person,

unl ess he has in possession a copy of a current tax receipt,

| ease or deed with respect to said property or can provide

such evidence within 24 hours; or
(2) if the sane have been cut, dug, renoved or
transported from property not owned or | eased by the person,
unl ess:
(i) each tree—bough—oer—shrub bears a tag pl aced
t hereon by and identifying the person and his address and
stating fromwhomthe sanme was acquired; or
(ii) the person has in his possession a bill of sale
or other evidence of title acquisition or lease in form
to be prescribed by the Departnent of Agriculture or can
provi de such evidence within 24 hours.
Section 3 4. Record of sale.

No person shall sell or offer for sale any of the trees;-
boughs—oer—shrubs |isted in section +2 1 without having in his
possessi on the evidence of title or |ease prescribed by section
2 3 or providing such evidence within 24 hours, nor w thout
furni shing the purchaser a bill of sale or other evidence of
title acquisition or lease in formto be prescribed by the
Department of Agriculture. Vendors shall maintain and keep for

such period of tinme such records of their transactions as the
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Department of Agriculture shall by regul ation prescribe.
Section 4 5. Evidence of title or |ease exhibited to common <—
carrier.

No common carrier shall accept for shipment any of the trees- <—
boughs—er—shrubs |isted in section 2 1 unless the consignor, <—
whose nane and address is recorded, shall at the tinme of
consi gnnment exhibit the evidence of title or |ease prescribed by
section 2 3. <—
Section 5 6. Inspection. <—

Any | aw enforcenent officer having probable cause to believe
that any section of this act is being violated shall have the
power to nake inspections to determ ne whether any provisions of
this act have been violated, which power shall include the right
to stop any vehicle at any tinme, to inspect and nake copi es of
bills of sale or other evidences of title or |ease prescribed by

t he Departnent of Agriculture, to arrest persons found to have

any of the trees,—boughs—or—shrubspreseribed LI STED in section <—

22 1 in possession in violation of the ternms of this act, and <—
to seize and hold any such trees,—boughs—oer—shrubs subject to <—
the order of the court. Failure to exhibit a bill of sale or

ot her evidence of title or |ease prescribed by the Departnent of

Agriculture shall be prima facie evidence that no such bill of

sal e or other evidence of title or |ease exists.

Section 6 7. Enforcenent. <—
The Secretary of Agriculture, in cooperation with the

Depart ment of Environnmental Resources and | aw enf or cenent

agenci es, shall enforce the provisions of this act. The

Secretary of Agriculture shall make such rules and regul ations

as he deens necessary for the enforcenment of this act.

Section # 8. Penalty. <—
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A person is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the third degree if
he:
(1) Makes or utters a false and fraudulent bill of sale
or other evidence of title or lease required by this act.
(2) Unlawfully alters a bill of sale or other evidence
of title or lease with intent to defraud.
(3) Cuts, digs, renoves, transports or sells any trees

bough—er—shrub in violation of sections +—2—3and4 2, 3, 4
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AND 5.

10 Section 8 9. Sale and transportation of Christmas trees during
11 Decenber.

12 The provisions of this act shall not apply to the cutting,
13 digging, renoving and transportation by any one person of |ess
14 than three Christmas trees between Novenber 15 and January 7 of
15 the following year nor shall it apply to the retail vendor of
16 Christmas trees during the sane period, provided that such

17 retail vendor has in its possession evidence of title or |ease
18 as prescribed by section 23(2)(ii).

19 Section 9 10. Exenption fromapplicability.

20 The provisions of this act shall not apply to the

21 transportation of Christmas trees to dunping areas in vehicles
22 customarily used for the hauling of trash or garbage.

23 Section 36 11. Effective date.

24 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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