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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 2, 1980 (P.L.63, No.26), entitled "An

act consolidating, revising and anmendi ng the divorce and

annul nent | aws of the Commonweal th and maki ng certain

repeal s,"” further providing for grounds for annulnent of VOD <—

AND voi dabl e marri ages.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Seetion SECTI ONS 203, 204 AND 205 of the act of <—
April 2, 1980 (P.L.63, No.26), known as the Divorce Code, +s ARE <—
amended to read:

SECTI ON 203. ANNULMENT OF VO D AND VO DABLE MARRI AGES. <—

(A) INALL CASES WHERE A SUPPOSED OR ALLEGED MARRI AGE SHALL
HAVE BEEN CONTRACTED WHICH IS VO D OR VO DABLE UNDER THI S ACT OR
UNDER APPL| CABLE LAW EI THER PARTY TO SUCH SUPPOSED OR ALLEGED
MARRI AGE MAY BRI NG AN ACTI ON | N ANNULMENT TO HAVE | T DECLARED
NULL AND VO D I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROCEDURES PROVI DED FOR
UNDER THI S ACT AND THE RULES OF CI VI L PROCEDURE.

(B) IN THE CASE OF A PURPORTED COWWON LAW MARRI AGE WHERE A




1 PARTY WAS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, A PARENT OR GUARDI AN OF THE

2 MNOR MAY BRI NG A DECLARATORY JUDGVENT PROCEEDI NG DURI NG THE

3 PARTY'S MNORITY TO HAVE THE MARRI AGE DECLARED VA D.

4 SECTI ON 204. ANNULMENT OR I NVALI DI TY OF VO D MARRI AGES.

5 (A) VHERE THERE HAS BEEN NO CONFI RVATI ON BY COHABI TATI ON

6 FOLLOW NG THE REMOVAL OF AN | MPEDI MENT, THE SUPPOSED OR ALLEGED
7 NMARRI AGE OF ANY PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED VO D IN THE FOLLOW NG

8 CASES:

9 (1) WHERE EI THER PARTY AT THE TI ME OF SUCH MARRI AGE HAD
10 AN EXI STI NG SPOUSE AND THE FORMER MARRI AGE HAD NOT BEEN

11 ANNULLED NOR HAD THERE BEEN A DI VORCE, EXCEPT WHERE SUCH

12 PERSON HAD OBTAI NED A DECREE OF PRESUMED DEATH OF THE FORMER
13 SPOUSE.

14 (2) WHERE THE PARTI ES TO SUCH MARRI ACE ARE RELATED

15 W TH N THE PROHI Bl TED DEGREES OF CONSANGUI NI TY, WH CH DEGREES
16 ARE AS FOLLOWE:

17 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY H S MOTHER

18 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY H S FATHER S SI STER

19 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY H S MOTHER S SI STER
20 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY HI S SI STER
21 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY HI S DAUGHTER
22 A MAN MAY NOT MARRY THE DAUGHTER OF HI'S SON OR
23 DAUGHTER
24 A WOVAN MAY NOT MARRY HER FATHER
25 A WOVAN MAY NOT' MARRY HER FATHER S BROTHER
26 A WOVAN MAY NOT' MARRY HER MOTHER S BROTHER
27 A WOVAN MAY NOT MARRY HER BROTHER
28 A WOVAN MAY NOT MARRY HER SON.
29 A WOVAN MAY NOT MARRY THE SON OF HER SON OR DAUGHTER
30 (3) WVHERE ElI THER PARTY TO SUCH MARRI AGE WAS | NCAPABLE OF
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1 CONSENTI NG BY REASON COF | NSANI TY OR SERI QUS MENTAL DI SORDER
2 OR OTHERW SE LACKED CAPACI TY TO CONSENT OR DI D NOT | NTEND TO
3 ASSENT TO SUCH MARRI AGE.

4 (4) WHERE EI THER PARTY TO A PURPORTED COVVON LAW

5 MARRI AGE WAS UNDER 18 YEARS OF ACE.

6 (B) IN ALL SUCH CASES OF MARRI AGES WH CH ARE VO D, THE

7 MARRI AGE MAY BE ANNULLED AS SET FORTH I N SECTI ON 203, OR I TS

8 |INVALI DI TY MAY BE DECLARED I N ANY COLLATERAL PROCEEDI NG

9 Section 205. G ounds for annul nent of voidable marriages.

10 (a) The marriage of any person shall be deenmed voi dabl e and
11 subject to annulnent in the follow ng cases:

12 (1) Were either party to such marriage was under 16

13 years of age, unless such nmarriage was expressly authorized
14 by a judge of the court.

15 (2) Were either party was 16 or 17 years of age and

16 | acked the consent of parent or guardi an or express

17 aut hori zation of the court and has not subsequently ratified
18 such marriage upon reaching the age of 18 and such proceeding
19 for annul ment is comenced within 60 days after the marri age
20 cer enony.
21 (3) Were either party to such marriage was under the
22 i nfluence of intoxicating Iiquor or drugs and a proceeding
23 for annul ment has been filed within 60 days after the
24 marri age cerenony.
25 (4) \Were either party to such marriage still is and was
26 naturally and incurably inpotent at the tine of such
27 marriage, unless the condition was known to the other party
28 prior to the marri age.
29 (5) Were one party was induced to enter into such
30 marri age due to the fraud, duress, coercion, or force
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1 attributable to the other party, and there has been no

2 subsequent voluntary cohabitation after know edge of such

3 fraud or release fromthe effects of fraud, duress, coercion,
4 or forces.

5 (6) Where either party to a common | aw narriage

6 hereafter entered into is under 18 years of age.

7 (b) In all such cases of marriages which are voi dabl e,

8 either party thereto may seek and obtain an annul nent of such

9 nmarriage, but unless and until such decree is obtained froma

10 court of conpetent jurisdiction, such marriage shall be valid

11 and subsisting. The validity of such a voi dable marriage shal

12 not be subject to attack or question by any person if it is

13 subsequently confirmed by the parties thereto or if either party
14 has di ed.

15 (c) A marriage which is voidable under subsection (a)(6) nmay
16 be declared invalid in a proceeding for annul nent brought by a
17 parent or _gquardian of a minor spouse, if such mnor spouse has
18 not attained the age of 18 at the tine of the filing of the

19 action.
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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