PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1303, 1478, 1637, PRINTER S NO. 1732
1689, 1709

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1102 55

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the Senate and House of Representatives:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he Senate and House of Representatives for the purpose of
considering Senate Bill No. 1102, entitled:
"An act amending the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3),
entitled, as reenacted and anended, 'An act providing property
tax or rent rebate and inflation dividends to certain senior
citizens, wi dows, w dowers and pernmanently di sabled persons with
limted inconmes; * * * and inposing duties upon the Depart nent
of Revenue,' increasing eligibility under the property tax or
rent rebate and inflation dividend; adjusting rebate and
di vi dend schedul e; increasing the maxi numrebate; and providing
for transportati on assistance grants and grants to area agencies
on aging for services to ol der persons,"”

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

JOHN D. HOPPER
F. JOSEPH LOCEPER, Jr.

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)

MARVIN E. M LLER, Jr
WLLI AM K. KLI NGAMVAN, Sr.

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), entitled, as
reenacted and anmended, "An act providing property tax or rent
rebate and inflation dividends to certain senior citizens,

wi dows, wi dowers and pernmanently di sabl ed persons with

limted inconmes; establishing uniform standards and

qualifications for eligibility to receive rebates and

di vi dends; and inposing duties upon the Departnent of

Revenue, " increasing eligibility under the property tax or

rent rebate and inflation dividend; adjusting rebate and

di vi dend schedul e; increasing the nmaxi numrebate; and

providing for transportation assistance grants and grants to

area agencies on aging for services to ol der persons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title, sections 1 and 2, clause (7) of
section 3 and section 4, act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104, No.3),
known as the "Senior Citizens Property Tax or Rent Rebate and
O der Persons Inflation Needs Act," reenacted and anended June
16, 1975 (P.L.7, No.4) and anended Decenber 21, 1979 (P.L.570,
No. 131), are anended to read:

AN ACT
Provi ding property tax or rent rebate and inflation dividends to
certain senior citizens, w dows, w dowers and pernanently

di sabl ed persons with limted incones; establishing uniform

standards and qualifications for eligibility to receive

rebates and di vidends; providing for transportation

assi stance grants and grants to area agencies on agi ng for

services to older persons; and inposing duties upon the

Depart ment of Revenue.

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Senior Ctizens [Property Tax or Rent] Rebate and
[ der Persons Inflation Needs] Assistance Act."

Section 2. Declaration of Policy.--In recognition of the

severe econom c plight of certain senior citizens, w dows,
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wi dowers and permanent|y di sabl ed persons who are real property
owners or renters with fixed and Iimted incones who are faced

with rising living costs and constantly increasing tax and

inflation cost burdens [upon their homesteads] which threaten

t heir honesteads and self-sufficiency, the General Assenbly,

pursuant to the mandates of the Constitutional Convention of
1968, considers it to be a matter of sound public policy to make
speci al provisions for property tax rebates or rent rebates in
lieu of property taxes and inflation dividends to that class of
senior citizens, w dows, w dowers and pernanently di sabl ed
persons who are real property taxpayers or renters who are

wi t hout adequate neans of support to enable themto remain in
peaceabl e possession of their homes and relieving their economc

burden and to provide transportati on assi stance grants and to

provide grants to area agencies on aqging for services to ol der

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

* %k

(7) "daimant" neans a person who files a claimfor property
tax rebate or rent rebate in lieu of property taxes and
inflation dividend and was sixty-five years of age or over, or
whose spouse (if a nenber of the household) was sixty-five years
of age or over, during a cal endar year in which real property
taxes, rent and inflation costs were due and payable or was a
wi dow or wi dower and was fifty years of age or over during a
cal endar year or part thereof in which real property taxes, rent
and inflation costs were due and payable, or was a permanently

di sabl ed person eighteen years of age or over during a cal endar

year or part thereof in which real property taxes, rent and

inflation costs were due and payable. For the purposes of this
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act the term"w dow' or "wi dower"” shall mean the surviving wfe
or the surviving husband, as the case nmay be, of a deceased
i ndi vi dual and who has not remarried except as provided in
subsection (c) and (d) of section 4 of this act. For the
pur poses of this act the term "permanently disabl ed person”
shall nean a person who is unable to engage in any substanti al
gai nful activity by reason of any nedically determ nable
physi cal or nmental inpairnent which can be expected to continue
indefinitely, except as provided in subsection (c) and (d) of
section 4 of this act.

* x *

Section 4. Property Tax; Rent Rebate and Inflation Cost.--
(a.1) The amount of any claimfor property tax rebate or
rent rebate in lieu of property taxes for real property taxes or

rent due and payabl e during cal endar year [1978] 1981 and

thereafter shall be determ ned in accordance with the foll ow ng

schedul e:
[ Percent age of Real Property Taxes or
Rent Rebate in Lieu of Property Taxes
Househol d | ncone Al'l owed as Rebate
$ 0 - $4,499 100%
4,500 - 4,999 90
5,000 - 5,499 80
5,500 - 5,999 70
6,000 - 6,499 60
6,500 - 6,999 50
7,000 - 7,499 40
7,500 - 7,999 30
8,000 - 8,499 20
8,500 - 8,999 10]

19810S1102B1732 - 3 -



1 Percentage of Real Property Taxes or
2 Rent Rebate in Lieu of

3 Househol d | ncone Property Taxes Allowed as Rebate

4 $ 0 - $4,999 100%

5 5,000 - 5,999 80

6 6,000 - 6,999 60

7 7,000 - 7,999 40

8 8,000 - 8,999 20

9 9,000 - 11,999 10

10 (a.2) To all claimants eligible for a property tax or rent
11 rebate there shall be paid an inflation dividend determ ned in
12 accordance with the foll owi ng schedul e:

13 [ Househol d | ncone Di vi dend

14 $ 0 - 3,999 $95

15 4,000 - 4,999 70

16 5,000 - 5,999 40

17 6, 000 - 7,499 20

18 7,500 - 8,999 15]

19 Househol d | ncone Di vi dend
20 $ 0 - 4,999 _ $125
21 5,000 - 5,999 __ 100
22 6,000 - 6,999 75
23 7,000 - 7,999 60
24 8,000 - 8,999 45
25 9,000 -11,999 30
26 (a.3) To all claimants eligible for a property tax or_rent

27 rebate for real property taxes or rent due and payabl e during

28 cal endar year 1980 there shall be paid one hundred doll ars

29 ($100) as an additional inflation dividend. The additi onal

30 inflation dividend paynent shall be mailed no | ater than the

19810S1102B1732 - 4 -
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mai |l ing of the application formfor clainming a 1981 property tax

or rent rebate.

(b) No claimshall be allowed if the anmount of property tax
or rent rebate conputed in accordance with this section is |ess
than ten dollars ($10), and the maxi mum anmount of property tax
or rent rebate payable shall not exceed [four hundred dollars

($400)] five hundred dollars ($500).

(c) No claimshall be allowed if the claimant is a tenant of
an owner of real property exenpt fromreal property taxes.

(d) If a honmestead is owned or rented and occupied for only
a portion of a year or is owned or rented in part by a person
who does not neet the qualifications for a claimnt, exclusive
of any interest owned or |eased by a claimnt's spouse, or if
the claimant is a widow or wi dower who remarries, or if the
claimant is a permanently disabl ed person who is no | onger
di sabl ed, the departnment shall apportion the real property taxes
or rent in accordance with the period or degree of ownership or
| easehol d or eligibility of the claimant in determ ning the
anount of rebate for which a claimant is eligible. A claimnt
who receives public assistance fromthe Departnent of Public
Wel fare shall not be eligible for rent rebate in |lieu of
property taxes, or an inflation [discount] dividend during those
nmont hs wi t hin which he receives public assistance.

(e) Rent shall not include subsidies provided by or through
a governmental agency.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 11.4. Gants to Area Agencies on Agi ng for Services

to A der Persons.--For fiscal year 1981-1982 six mllion two

hundred t housand doll ars ($6, 200, 000) i s hereby appropri at ed

fromthe Lottery Fund to the Departnent of Agi ng for service

19810S1102B1732 - 5 -
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grants to area agencies on agi ng. The departnent shall all ocate

these funds to area agenci es on agi ng on the basis of each

agency's proportionate share of all State and Federal Funds

currently avail able. Such funds shall not be used for costs of

adm ni strati on.

Section 11.5. Transportation Assi stance Grant.--For the

fiscal year 1982-1983 four mllion one hundred thousand doll ars

($4, 100, 000) is hereby appropriated fromthe Lottery Fund to the

Departnment of Aging for transportation grants to area agenci es

on aging to purchase, replace or | ease vehicles and/ or equi pnent

for use in senior citizens transportation. The total anpunt to

be granted to each area agency on agi nqg shall be deterni ned by

the foll owi ng fornul a:

(two mllion fifty thousand dollars X a/b) +

(two million fifty thousand dollars X c/d)

a" equals the nunber of elderly poor persons residing

in the area served by the area agency on agi ng.

"b" equals the nunber of elderly poor persons in

Pennsyl vani a.

c" equals the nunber of square nmiles of the area served

by the area agency on agi ng.

"d" equals the nunber of square nmiles in Pennsyl vani a.

The grant shall be in addition to those authorized under and

may be used in conjunction with section 406 of the act of

January 22, 1968 (P.L.42, No.8), known as the "Pennsyl vani a

Ur ban Mass Transportati on Law. "

Section 3. Section 203(5)(iv) of the act of January 22, 1968
(P.L.42, No.8), known as the "Pennsylvania U ban Mss
Transportation Law," is repeal ed.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall
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