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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2382 *%”

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, FARGO, BELFANTI, KOWMLYSHYN, RYBAK,
McVERRY, HALUSKA, BLAUM PI STELLA, M CHLOVIC, M CQOZZI E AND
PRATT, MARCH 30, 1982

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 30, 1982
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AN ACT

Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, providing for an offense resulting

froman attack by a wild aninmal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18, act of Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L. 707,
No. 230), known as the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, is

anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2710. Attack by wild ani nals.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person owni ng, possessi ng or

harboring a wild aninmal who fails to exercise due care in

saf equardi ng the public fromattack by it or who reckl essly

engages i n conduct whi ch places or nay pl ace anot her person in

danger of attack by the wild animal is quilty of a m sdeneanor

of the second degree.

(b)Y Previous attacks.--In the prosecuti on of an all eged

of fense under this section, it shall not be necessary to prove

previ ous attacks upon a hunman being by the wild ani mal or




know edge of the vicious propensities of it on the part of the

owner, possessor or harborer thereof. The fact that it has not

previ ously attacked a hunan being or | ack of know edge of the

vi ci ous propensities of such wild animal on the part of the

owner, possessor or harborer thereof shall not be a defense to a

pr osecuti on her eunder.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll owi ng word

shall have the neaning given to it in this subsection:
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"WIld animal ." | ncludes bears, coyotes, lions, tigers,
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| eopards, jaguars, cheetahs, cougars, wolves and any crossbreed
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of such animals which have simlar characteristics to those
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

C17L18M./ 19820H2382B3121 - 2 -



