PRINTER S No. 3017

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2321 >

| NTRODUCED BY HOEFFEL AND WACHOB, MARCH 3, 1982

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 3, 1982
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for the
adm ni stration of assistance regul ati ons.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 403, act of June 13,
1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," added

July 15, 1976 (P.L.993, No.202), is anended and a subsection is
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added to read:

Section 403. Uniformty in Adm nistration of Assistance;
Regul ations as to Assistance.--* * *

(b) The department shall establish rules, regulations and
standards, consistent with the law, as to eligibility for

assi stance and as to its nature and extent. Whenever possi bl e

and consistent with State | aw, the departnent shall establish

rules, reqgul ati on and standards for general assi Sstance

consi stent with those established for aid to famlies with




1 dependent children. In no instance shall the rules, regulations
2 and standards established for general assistance provide for

3 benefits greater than those benefits provided for aid to

4 fanmlies with dependent children. The secretary or his designee
5 inwiting is the only person authorized to adopt regulations,

6 orders, or standards of general application to inplenent,

7 interpret, or make specific the |law adm ni stered by the

8 department. The secretary shall issue interimregulations

9 whenever changes in Federal |aws and regul ati ons supersede

10 existing statutes. In adopting regul ations, orders, or standards
11 of general application, the secretary shall strive for clarity
12 of |anguage which may be readily understood by those

13 admnistering aid and by those who apply for or receive aid.
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15 (e) Beginning no later than Decenber 31, 1982, the

16 departnent shall conduct annual quality control reviews of the
17 general assistance caseload in accordance with a net hodol ogy and
18 scope determ ned by the departnent.

19 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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