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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2251 5

| NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, GRI ECO, STAIRS, COLE, MANDERI NO, STUBAN

LI VENGOOD, TELEK, M COzZZIE, CESSAR, OLASZ, DeMEDI O, SEVENTY,
DUFFY, STEWART, COLAFELLA, KOLTER, COCHRAN, BOWBER
PENDLETON, M SCEVI CH, LESCOVI TZ, PETRONE, D. R WRI GHT,
HORGOS, DOVBROWSKI , CAPPABI ANCA, DAVI ES, LEHR, WASS,
MACKOABKI  AND ARMSTRONG, FEBRUARY 23, 1982

AS

REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 22, 1982
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AN ACT

Providing for a Lands Managenment Conmi ssion within the

Department of Agriculture; providing for its powers and
duti es. [ Fati-on.
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her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

“Agricultural products.” Livestock and |ivestock products
and poultry products, fruits and fruit products, vegetables and
veget abl e products, grains and hays, tinber and tinber products
and the products derived therefromand ot her products derived
fromthe business of farm ng, including such other products as
may be manufactured, derived, or prepared fromthe heretofore
nmenti oned products, raw or processed, which are used as food for
man or animals.

"Conmi ssion.” The Lands Managenent Conmi ssion within the
Department of Agriculture established by this act.

"Director.” The Land Managenent Director.

"Land-use facility.”" Any processing plant, mlking stable,
institution equipnment storage building, barn, silo, grain
storage building, swinery or any other building owed by an
agency, departnent or conmmi ssion of the Commonwealth used in its
| and- use production and mai ntenance operations and transferred
to the comm ssion as provided in this act.

Section 2. Lands Managenent Conmm ssi on.

There is hereby established within the Departnent of
Agricul ture a Lands Managenent Comm ssion conposed of nine
menbers as follows; the Secretary of Agriculture, who shall be
chai rman, the Secretary of General Services, the Governor or his
designee, the Director of the Bureau of Rural Affairs of the
Department of Agriculture, the Chairman of the House Agriculture

Committee, the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Comrittee and
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three farmers appointed froma list of nanes submtted to the
Governor by chartered farm organi zations. The terns of the
farmer menbers shall be for six years. The terns shall be

st aggered and one nenber shall be appointed every two years. The
initial appointnments of farnmer nenbers shall be for terns of
two, four and six years. No business may be transacted by the
commi ssion in the absence of a quorum which consists of five
menbers. The comm ssion shall annually file a report at the end
of the fiscal year with the Governor and the nenbers of the
General Assenbly.

Section 3. Powers and duties of the conm ssion.

The comm ssion shall nanage | ands for the nost efficient
production of agricultural products, and provide | and and
facilities for agricultural research and educational purposes.
The conmm ssion shall have full power and authority over all |and
transferred or sold to it, including but not limted to the
managenent of; personnel, production, |easing of the |and,
facilities and equi prment; the making of recommendations for sale
with deed restrictions including easenents, profits,
reservations or covenants limting land use to agriculture; the
purchase of supplies, facilities and equi pnent, repairs,
mai nt enance, and the sale of agricultural products. Revenue from
the leasing of land, facilities and equi pnent and fromthe sale
of agricultural products shall be remtted to the State
Treasurer for paynent into a Lands Managenent Comm ssion Fund as
provi ded by section 7. Mneys in the Lands Managenent Comr Ssion
Fund shall be used by the comm ssion to pay the costs of
operation, repairs, nodernization of facilities and equi prment,
and the purchases of supplies, equipnent and facilities.

Section 4. Land Managenent Director.
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(a) Appointnment.--The secretary, upon approval by the
conmmi ssion, shall appoint a Land Managenent Director. The
director is responsible for conducting the operation of the
| ands and shall be supervised by the Secretary of Agriculture.
He shall prepare an annual report of the operations, including a
list of all receipts and expenditures and shall present it to
the comm ssion at the end of each fiscal year.

(b) Duties.--As authorized or directed by the comm ssion,
the director shall also:

(1) Prepare the annual budget request for the operation
of the institutional |ands and submt it to the comm ssion
for approval and subm ssion to the budget office.

(2) Receive and approve all requisitions for supplies,
equi pnent and facilities.

(3) Recruit assistant nmanagers to supervise each
operation, if necessary.

(4) Inplenment all orders of the comm ssion.

(5) Supervise all other enpl oyees of the conm ssion.

(6) Transfer supplies, equipnent, facilities and
agricultural products to pronote efficiency and inprove | and
managenent .

(7) Act as conmi ssion agent in all negotiations for
| eases, contracts and agreenents.

Section 5. Transfers to conm ssion.

(a) Fromthe Departnent of Public Welfare.--All |and whet her
or not presently under |easehold interests, previously
transferred to the Departnment of Agriculture fromthe Depart nent
of Public Welfare is transferred to the comm ssion. Land shal
be transferred regardl ess of current |easehold interests. The

conmmi ssion shall adm nister all | eases.

19820H2251B3039 - 4 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(b) From other boards, comm ssions and agenci es. --Land,
together with all easenents, mneral rights, appurtenances,
equi pnent, agricultural products, inventories, and facilities
t hereon or attached thereto, may be transferred by an agency,
board or conm ssion to the conm ssion upon its approval. Any
| and so transferred shall be nanaged by the comm ssion under the
ternms and conditions contained in this act.

Section 6. Land use division |ines.

(a) Surveys.--The director shall enploy a surveyor to
establish the division |ines and plot plans for |ands
transferred to the conmi ssion. In establishing the division
lines and plot plans, the Land Managenent Director shal
cooperate fully with the Departnment of CGeneral Services and any
ot her affected Comonweal t h agency, departmnment or com ssion.

(b) Decisions and disputes.--1n the event of disagreenent
over the placenent of a division line, the construction of a
pl ot plan or the disposition of equipnment, supplies and
facilities, the Land Managenent Director and the Commonweal t h
agency, departnent, or conm ssion involved in the disagreenent
shall, within 30 days, appear before the conm ssion for a
hearing on the matter. The conm ssion shall decide the matter in
all cases.

(c) Uility services and taxes.--The conm ssion shall have
t he power to make agreenents with other Commobnweal t h agenci es,
departnments and comm ssions to provide utility services to |ands
transferred to the comm ssion. The executive director shal
annual ly recormmend to the board paynent in |lieu of taxes to
political subdivisions by the comm ssion.

Section 7. Admnistration of funds.

(a) Lands Managenent Comm ssion Fund.--All noneys paid into
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the State Treasury under this act shall be paid into a speci al
account hereby created and which shall be known as the Lands
Managenent Conmi ssion Fund.

(b) Use of fund noneys.--All noneys in the Lands Managenent

Commi ssi on Fund shall be used to pay:
(1) The salaries of comm ssion enpl oyees.
(2) Expenses incurred in the adm nistration of this act.
(3) Expenditures for the purchases of supplies,

equi pnent and facilities.

(c) Transfer of certain funds.--Al noneys currently within
the restricted revenue account known as the Agricultural Farm
Operations Account of the Bureau of Rural Affairs shall be
transferred to the Lands Managenent Comm ssion Fund.

Section 8. Rules and regul ations.

The comm ssion shall, in the manner provided by |aw, adopt
the rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry out this act.
Section 9. Leases.

(a) Lease provisions.--The comi ssion nmay enter into | eases
for the rental of |and, equipnment and facilities. Leases shal
not exceed five years in duration. The comm ssion may grant
options to renew | eases at anytine during the term of |ease.
Options to renew a | ease shall not exceed a duration of five
years.

(b) Preference.--The comm ssion shall give preference to
young farmfamlies who wish to begin a career in agriculture in
the letting of any | ease for |and under this act. The conm ssion
shall set standards, criteria and other qualifications for
applicants who wish to enter into a | ease for |land. These
standards, criteria and qualifications shall be established by

regul ati on through the Departnent of Agriculture.
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Section 4% 10. Ef fecti ve date.

i mredi ately.



