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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1807 *55”

I NTRODUCED BY NAHI LL, CORDI SCO, HARPER, PETRARCA, SWAIM MORRI S,
HAGARTY, TELEK, ARTY, M CHLOVI C, WOGAN, VESTON AND OLASZ,
SEPTEMBER 21, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 21, 1981
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1933 (P.L.853, No.155), entitled "An
act relating to taxation; designating the subjects, property
and persons subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for all |ocal
pur poses; providing for and regul ating the assessnent and
val uati on of persons, property and subjects of taxation for
county purposes, and for the use of those municipal and
guasi - muni ci pal corporations which levy their taxes on county
assessnments and val uati ons; anmendi ng, revising and
consolidating the law relating thereto; and repealing
existing laws,"” providing for the definition of ratio in
appeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 22, 1933 (P.L.853, No.155), known
as "The CGeneral County Assessnent Law," is amended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 518. 2. Rati os of Value in Appeals.--In any appeal of

an assessnent under this act a determ nation shall be nade of

what rati o of assessed value to actual value was used generally

in the taxing district. The ratio so found shall be applied to

the value of the property which is the subject matter of the

appeal and such shall be the assessnent. Wien the court on
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appeal directs the application of the ratio, it shall be bound

by the provisions of this section. The term"ratio" as used

herei n shall nean:

(1) That "ratio" of assessed value to actual val ue as

establi shed, to be known as the "established ratio," by the

taxi ng authority or its del egated agency for the purpose of

deterni ni ng assessed val ue (val ue for assessnent purposes):

(2) The established ratio, as defined in clause (1) shall be

concl usively presuned to be the ratio generally used in the

taxing district if:

(i) the taxing district has generally reassessed within

seven vears prior to the date of the tax appeal to court; or

(ii) the ratio for the taxing district as established by the

State Tax Equali zati on Board, which ratio shall be adnmissible in

evidence, for the tax year in question does not vary nore than

fifteen per centumfromthe established ratio as defined in

clause (1); or

(iii) the nmean (average) ratio as otherw se established in

evidence at the hearing for the tax year in questi on does not

vary nore than twenty per centumfromthe established rati o as

defined in clause (1);: or

(iv) the taxing district has established a "base year" for

assessnent purposes and such base year is not nore than seven

cal endar years prior to the date of the appeal to court; and

further, that the established ratio as defined in clause (1) has

not been changed in the interimperiod fromthat established for

t he base year.

(3) (i) |In cases where the ratio is concl usively presuned

to be the ratio generally used in the taxing district under

clause (2)(i), (ii) and (iii) inclusively, then the sole i ssue
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for the court determ nation shall be the actual value of the

property for the tax year in gquestion.

(ii) |In "base year" cases under cl ause 2(iv) the sole issue

for the court deternination shall be the fair market val ue of

the property for the said base year.

(iii) After making such determ nati on of value for the year

in question, as set forth in subclause (i) or (ii), the court

shall then apply the established ratio, as defined in cl ause
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(1), to the said value as deternmned to arrive at the

=Y
o

assessnent.
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Section 2. This act shall be retroactive to January 1, 1981.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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