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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1575 =%

I NTRODUCED BY CORDI SCO, HASAY, CLARK, PETRARCA, BELARDI ,
SERAFI NI, M LLER, STEVENS, CESSAR, COHEN, CAPPABI ANCA
JACKSQN, CREENFI ELD, WOZNI AK, COCHRAN, FREI ND, BROWN,
KUKOVI CH, GALLAGHER, STEWART, MORRI S, STEI GHANER, DONATUCCI
COLAFELLA AND DeWEESE, JUNE 15, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS, JUNE 15, 1981
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing an Agent Orange Information Commi ssion; inmposing
powers and duties on the conm ssion; granting additional
powers and duties to the Department of Health and making an
appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Agent O ange
Victims' Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agent Orange."” The herbicide conmposed of tri-chlorphenoxy
acidic acid and di-chl orphenoxy aci di c aci d.

"Conmi ssion.” The Agent Orange Information Comm ssion

establ i shed pursuant to section 4.
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"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Commobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

Section 3. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and determ nes that a | arge nunber
of Vietnam War Veterans were exposed to Agent Orange and ot her
debilitating defoliants during their service in Vietnam and t hat
it is alegitimte concern and responsibility of the State to
determ ne the extent of their injuries and to provide support
and counseling services to these victins.

Section 4. The Agent Orange Information Comr ssion.

(a) There is hereby created within the Departnment of Health
an advi sory conmi ssion to be known as the Agent Orange
I nformati on Commi ssion. This comm ssion on Agent Orange exposure
is to obtain information relating to the health effects of
exposure to herbicides containing dioxin for Vietnam veteran
residents of the State of Pennsylvania who may have been exposed
to these substances during their period of mlitary service.

(b) The conm ssion shall consist of nine nenbers to be
appoi nted by the Governor for a termof tw years. Six nmenbers
shall be honorably discharged veterans of the Vietnam War, with
at | east one veteran selected fromeach of the areas covered by
the Governor's Veterans Qutreach Centers established by the
Secretary of Labor and Industry. The three other nenbers of the
commi ssion shall be dependents of veterans of the Vietnam War.

(c) The conmi ssion shall elect a chairperson fromthe
menbers of the comm ssion.

(d) Vacancies in the nmenbership of the commi ssion and its

officers shall be filled for the unexpired termin the sane
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manner as the original appointnment or el ection.

(e) The conmi ssion shall neet at |least four tinmes each year
at the call of the chairperson. The initial neeting of the
commi ssion shall be called by the Secretary of Health not |ater
t han Decenber 1, 1981.

(f) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performnce of
t heir duties hereunder.

Section 5. Powers and duties of the conm ssion.
The conm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:
(1) Determ ne what nedical, adm nistrative and soci al
assi stance is needed for victinms of dioxin exposure and
submt its recomrendations to the Legislature for its
consi der ati on.
(2) Conduct an extensive outreach programto inform

Vi etnam era veterans who may have been exposed to herbici des

contai ni ng dioxin of any Federal or State assistance

avai l abl e to them
(3) Act as the official agent of the State for

di ssem nating informati on to Vi et nam War Vet erans about

epi dem ol ogi cal or other studies relating to di oxin exposure

whi ch are bei ng conducted by the Federal or State Governnent.

(4) Enploy and at its pleasure renmove such personnel as
it may deem necessary, including an executive director, for
the performance of its functions and fix their conpensation
within the anbunts nade avail abl e therefor.
Section 6. Cooperation with other agencies.
To the maxi mum extent feasible, the comm ssion shall be

entitled to request and receive and shall utilize and be
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provided with such facilities, resources and data of any court,
departnment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
State or any political subdivision thereof as it nmay reasonably
request to carry out properly its powers and duties hereunder.
Section 7. Information to be confidential.

The conmi ssion shall not disclose information received
pursuant to this act so as to divulge the identities of the
persons to whomit relates except as is necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

Section 8. Reports.

The comm ssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the
Governor and the Legislature of its findings, conclusions and
recommendations not |ater than March 1, 1982 and a final report
of its findings, conclusions and recommendati ons not |ater than
March 1, 1983.

Section 9. Duties of the Departnent of Health.

For the purpose of identifying persons who were exposed to a
her bi ci de contai ning dioxin and for the purpose of conpiling
data on the health effects of this exposure, the departnent
shal I :

(1) Establish, pronmote and maintain a public infornmation
program on di oxi n. Such program shall include, but nay not be
l[imted to, an effort to contact Vietnamera veterans who
wer e exposed to the herbicide containing dioxin.

(2) Initiate an epidem ol ogi cal study of the health
ef fects of exposure to herbicides containing dioxin of the
above Vi et nam War Veteran residents of Pennsyl vani a.

(3) Mintain a central data bank within the Departnent
of Health for information collected on the health effects of

exposure to dioxin and for the catal oguing of existing
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scientific and nedical literature on the health effects of

this exposure.

(4) Initiate education for health professionals to

assi st themin understanding the potential risks and state-

of -art knowl edge with regard to detection, diagnosis and

treatnment of acute and chronic synptons associated with

di oxi n exposure.

Section 10. Cooperation with departnent.

The secretary may request and shall receive from any
departnment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
State or of any political subdivision thereof such assistance
and data as will enable himto properly carry out his activities
her eunder and effectuate the purposes herein set forth. The
secretary nmay al so enter into any contract for services as he
deens necessary with a private agency or concern upon said terns
and conditions as he deens appropriate. Information concerning
patient and nedi cal data provided to the secretary pursuant to
this section shall be kept confidential according to these
provi si ons.

Section 11. Report by departnent.

The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Legislature
of its findings and recommendati ons concerning the
ef fectiveness, inpact and benefits derived fromthe speci al
policies as provided for in this section. Such report shall be
delivered on or before March 1 and shall contain eval uations of
the policies and any | egislation deened necessary and proper to
t he House and Senate MIlitary and Veterans Affairs Comm ttees.
Section 12. Location of conm ssion in departnent.

The conm ssion shall be housed in the Pennsylvani a Depart nment

of Health in Harrisburg and an office shall be nade avail abl e
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1 with a phone and clerical support in a State health building in
2 both Philadel phia and Pittsburgh. The offices in Philadel phia

3 and Pittsburgh shall assist with data gathering and i nfornation
4 outreach services to Agent Orange victins from Pennsylvania with
5 service in Vietnam

6 Section 13. Appropriations.

7 The sum of $225, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
8 1is specifically appropriated to the Departnent of Health for the
9 fiscal period 1981-1982 to be allocated by the Departnent of
10 Health as foll ows:
11 (1) $100,000 to the Departnment of Health to carry out
12 the provisions of this act.
13 (2) $75,000 to the conmmi ssion to carry out its duties.
14 (3) $50,000 to the conm ssion for the salaries of its
15 executive director and clerical staff.
16 Section 14. Effective date.
17 This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 1981.
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