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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1564 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, JUNE 15, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 15, 1981
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AN ACT
Providing for the responsibilities of the Pennsylvania Enmergency

Managenent Agency and certain individuals in connection with

incidents occurring during the transportation, manufacture,

use, storage or disposal of hazardous substances and
providing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Emer gency Managenent Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Energency
Managenent Agency established pursuant to 35 Pa.C. S. section
7311 (relating to creation) and section 7312 (relating to
organi zation) or any |ocal agency as provided in 35 Pa.C. S.
Chapter 75 (relating to | ocal organizations and services).

"Hazar dous substance.” Any natural or man-nmade substance in

a liquid, solid or gaseous formwhich in an uncontroll ed

condition as a result of a release into the air, |land or water
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poses a threat to the health, welfare or safety of any citizen
of the Conmonweal t h.
Section 2. Training.

The Pennsyl vani a Enmer gency Managenment Agency, with the
support and assi stance of the Departnment of Education and
Department of Transportation, shall make training available for
energency personnel providing fire, rescue or anbul ance services
in Pennsylvania to better prepare themfor the handling of
situations involving the manufacture, use, storage, disposal or
transportati on of hazardous substances.

Section 3. Conmmuni cati ons.

The Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency shall provide to
the officer on duty during the tinme its office is open,

t el ephone conmuni cati ons equi pnent separate fromthe persona
t el ephone service he nmay have at his residence.
Section 4. Notification of civil defense and nuni ci pal

aut horities.

(a) Wenever there is an incident involving the
transportati on of hazardous materials reportable to the Public
Uility Comm ssion, the person responsible for its
transportation, manufacture, use, disposal or storage shall give
i mredi ate notification of it to the emergency nmanagenent agency
of the county and the police and fire authorities of the
muni ci pality within which the incident has occurred. Those
agenci es shall be inforned of the conplete nature of the
incident and the threat that may exist or could exist to
personnel or residents. The individual responsible for
notification of the Public Uility Comm ssion shall be the
person responsi ble for notification of the energency nanagenent

agency of the county and the municipal authorities. The

19810H1564B1826 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

representative of the Public Utility Conm ssion receiving the
notification shall determ ne whether the county and rmuni ci pal
authorities have been properly notifi ed.

(b) Whenever there is an incident involving the
transportation, manufacture, use, disposal or storage of
hazardous materials other than that provided for in subsection
(a), the person on the scene responsible for its transportation,
manuf acture, use, disposal or storage shall imediately notify
t he county energency nmanagenent agency and the fire and police
authorities of the municipality in which the incident occurs.
Those agencies shall be informed of the exact nature of the
incident and, if possible, the extent of danger to personnel and
residents or other which does or nmay eventually exist.

Section 5. Availability of information.

The Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency shall provide to
all county energency managenent agencies, political subdivisions
and regional offices information concerning hazardous materi al s.
The information shall include an exact description of the
conposition of the various hazardous materials, their threat to
life and property and known ways to neutralize, disperse,
contain, and handle themin the event of an incident that
threatens |ife or property. The information shall be avail able
on a regul ar basis through the council and regional civil
def ense offi ces.

Section 6. Right to act in emergencies.

Whenever it is determned that a serious threat to life or
property exists in an incident involving the transportation,
manuf acture, use, disposal or storage of hazardous nmaterials, a
"hazardous materials emergency” shall be deenmed to exist.

Enmer gency personnel of the county energency nmanagenent agency or
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muni ci pal fire authorities may then order such action as is
necessary to reduce or elimnate the threat. Such authorities
shall be inmune fromcivil liability for any action by the
shi pper, or storage container owner for actions carried out
pursuant to this section.

Section 7. Site managenent and coordi nati on.

Whenever there is an incident provided for in this act and
energency personnel are at the site the coordination of the
| ocal organization of the municipality in which the incident has
occurred shall be the person-in-charge of the scene. He or said
designee, in addition to the normal discharge of his functions,
shall be responsible for the coordination of personnel,
equi pnent and supplies of all emergency units and personnel
respondi ng to the incident.

Section 8. Penalty.

Any person who is involved in the transportation,
manuf act ure, use, disposal or storage of any hazardous nateri al
and who fails to conply with any of the provisions of this act,
shall conmt a m sdenmeanor of the third degree and upon
conviction thereof shall be sentenced to pay a fine not
exceedi ng $5, 000 and undergo inprisonnent not exceedi ng siXx
nont hs.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

E4L35RZ/ 19810H1564B1826 - 4 -



