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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1473 =%

I NTRODUCED BY RI TTER, SWEET, POIT, MORRI'S, COHEN, DeMEDI O
DAW DA, SEVENTY, MRKONI C, DeWEESE AND CAPPABI ANCA, JUNE 1,
1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 1, 1981
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AN ACT

Providing for the establishnment of the Commonweal th Productivity
Council; prescribing its powers and duties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Commonweal th
Productivity Council Act."

Section 2. Declaration of purpose.

It is the intention of the General Assenbly to provide neans
for inmproving the quality and quantity of governnental services
rendered to the citizens of this Commonweal th. Such i nprovenents
in productivity are especially necessary in regard to:

(1) the use of innovative techniques in the utilization
of capital and | abor;

(2) the use of nodern technology in service utilization;
and

(3) the use of nobdern managenent techni ques of systens



anal ysi s, planning and eval uati on.

In order to provide expertise for the research and
i nvestigation necessary to such an endeavor, it is appropriate
that a Cormonweal th Productivity Council be established to study
and make reconmmendati ons to the Governor and to the Ceneral
Assenbly on met hods, approaches, and alternatives to inprove
governnmental productivity and to oversee the activities of the
executive branch in these areas.

Section 3. Conmmonweal th Productivity Council.

There is hereby established an i ndependent advi sory counci
to be known as the Conmonweal th Productivity Council, which
shal | consist of 14 nmenbers. The nenbers of the council shal
be: the Secretary of Budget and Adm nistration, who shall serve
as chairman of the council; the Secretary of Conmerce; the
Secretary of Labor and Industry; the Governor's Science Advisor;
four menbers appoi nted by the Governor; one of whomshall be a
representative of business nmanagenent; one of whom shall be a
representative of Pennsylvania' s | abor organizations; one of
whom shal | be a Comonweal t h enpl oyee; and one of whom shall be
a representative of the consum ng public; three nmenbers
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; at
| east two of whom shall be nenbers of the House, providing
representation of both political parties; three nmenbers
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate; at |east
two of whom shall be nenbers of the Senate, providing
representation of both political parties. The appoi nted nenbers
shall serve for a termof two years and shall be eligible for
reappoi ntnent for a |ike period. Menbers of the council shal
make avail able their staff to assist the council in the conduct

of its activities.
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1 Section 4. Powers and duties of council.

2 The counci|l shall have the power and its duty shall be to:

3 (1) Exam ne the Commonweal th's procedures and systens

4 for effectiveness and efficiency nmeasurenent and meke

5 recommendations to i nprove such activities so as to

6 conpl ement productivity inprovenments nentioned bel ow.

7 (2) Examine the feasibility of applying productivity

8 incentive pay systens to the State Government and consi der

9 ot her productivity inprovenents in the real mof |abor-

10 managenent rel ati ons.

11 (3) Exam ne methods and approaches to i nprove worker

12 satisfaction in State Governnent through recognition,

13 participation, rotation, and other performance incentives.

14 (4) Exam ne ways to apply inproved managenent and

15 systens approaches to the operations of State Governnent to
16 i ncrease productivity.

17 (5) Examine existing State systens for nonitoring and
18 performance assessnent of service delivery to increase

19 productivity.
20 (6) Examine the feasibility of creating a "productivity
21 bank” for the State Capital Budget.
22 (7) Examine State tax policies, financial incentives,
23 program requi renments, and planning and admi nistrative systens
24 now being utilized and make recomrendati ons for changes so as
25 to increase outputs of service and adm ni strative operations.
26 (8) Exam ne and propose better nethods for the State to
27 carry out its productivity inmprovenent programincluding
28 measur enents, output classifications, etc.
29 (9) Examine the State's procurenent practices to
30 determ ne where the Commonweal th coul d best apply and support
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30

new t echnol ogi cal applications to increase productivity.

(10) Exam ne and nake recommendations for changes in

State civil service laws that retard productivity

i mprovenent s.

(11) Make recommendations for conponents of an overal

Commonweal t h productivity policy.

(12) Suggest a nodel law for productivity bargaining in

t he governnental sector

(13) Examine any other areas of interest pertaining to
the i nmprovenent of State and | ocal governnent productivity.
Section 5. Staff and activities of council.

The council shall carry out its duties and responsibilities

through the hiring of professional staff and assistants,

i ncludi ng consultants, and may hol d conferences, conduct

sem nars, formul ate nodel prograns, furnish assistance, and
carry out any other activities relating to the council's duties
and responsibilities delineated in section 4.

Section 6. Reports.

The council may issue interimreports including a plan of
action for increasing the productivity of the governnent in the
Commonweal th, and said plan shall be submtted no |later than
January 1, 1983.

Section 7. Programreview and information to General Assenbly.

The council shall, anong its other duties, review and advi se
the General Assenbly on the effectiveness and success of the
Governor's productivity inprovenment program and shall conduct an
ongoing quality control and verification process either directly
or by contract of the Governor's productivity inprovenent
program

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect immediately and shall remain in
2 existence until January 1, 1984 unl ess reauthorized by the

3 General Assenbly.
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