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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1274 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY H. W LLI AMS, BARBER, KUKOVI CH, DEAL, W GGE NS
M LLER, ALDEN, SALVATORE, BELFANTI, FREIND, PENDLETON, COHEN
SPENCER, SIRIANNI, RI TTER, WARGO, STEWART, BELCFF, LEVIN
EVANS, J. D. WLLIAMS, CLIVER, PICCOLA, WH TE, DeVEESE,
BERSON, BURNS, W LSON AND PUNT, APRIL 22, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 22, 1981
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AN ACT
Creating the State Board of Organized Anticrinme Community

Net wor k Assi stance, granting powers to the board, providing

for grants, inposing duties upon certain public officers and

agenci es and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "Organized
Anticrime Comunity Network Assistance Act."

Section 2. Findings and policy.

(a) The General Assenbly hereby finds and declares that the
hi gh incidence of street crime in various sections of this
Commonweal th has reduced the spirit and community pride of our
citizens; that crine and the fear of crine has nade senior
citizens prisoners in their own hones; that crine breeds in the

streets and corruption in governnent when citizens are apathetic

toward their community and institutions; that many comunities
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of the Commonweal th are paral yzed, disabled and dom nated by

i ncessant, violent street crinme; that one of the nost effective
nmet hods of reducing crinme is to involve citizens and the private
sector in cooperative anticrime prograns with |ocal governnents;
that the fear of crinme is inimcal to the devel opnent of |ocal
busi nesses; that crine prevention prograns instituted by
citizens over the past several years have had a neasurabl e
effect on reducing crime and inproving citizen cooperation with
| ocal |aw enforcenent; and that crinme prevention prograns shoul d
be expanded to attack the root cause of crine.

(b) The General Assenbly further finds that deeply
entrenched street crine has not been alleviated by the efforts
of governments to conmbat crinme; and that the nost effective
vehicle for crinme prevention and for restoration of comunities
to a peaceful state is an alert, organized and commtted
citizenry.

(c) It is therefore the declared policy of the General
Assenbly to pronote, assist and facilitate the efficient
channeling of citizen resources in |local conmunities toward
alleviating and preventing crine and to facilitate and assi st
| ocal anticrime network units in identifying and devel opi ng
| ocal projects which will attack or elimnate crine and the
causes of crine.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Board." The State Board of Organized Anticrime Comunity
Net wor k Assi st ance.

"Local anticrinme network unit." Any nonprofit private agency
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or group established for the purpose of preventing or

elimnating crinme through crinme prevention prograns, econom c

devel opnent prograns or simlar neans.

Section 4. Establishnent of State Board of Organized Anticrine
Community Network Assi stance.

(a) There is hereby established in the Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral a board which shall be known as the State Board
of Organized Anticrime Conmunity Network Assistance.

(b) The board shall consist of the foll ow ng nmenbers:

(1) The Secretary of Community Affairs or a designee of
the secretary.

(2) The Secretary of Welfare or a designee of the
secretary.

(3) The Attorney General or a designee of the Attorney
Gener al .

(4) The Secretary of Conmerce or a designee of the
secretary.

(5) The Conm ssioner of the State Police or the
conmmi ssi oner' s desi gnee.

(6) Four nmenbers of the General Assenbly, one of whom
shall be designated by, and serve at the pleasure of the
President pro tenpore of the Senate, one by the mnority
| eader of the Senate, one by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and one by the mnority | eader of the House
of Representati ves.

(7) Four private citizens appointed by the Governor from
lists of nanes submtted by | ocal anticrime network units.
(c) Menbers of the board shall serve a four-year term and

may be appointed for no nore than one additional consecutive

term The ternms of those nmenbers who serve by virtue of the
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public office they hold shall be concurrent with their service
in the office fromwhich they derive their nmenbership. Vacancies
shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired termin the
same manner as origi nal appoi ntnents.

(d) The board shall elect fromanong its nenbers a presiding
of ficer and such other officers as it nay deem necessary.

(e) A nmjority of the board shall constitute a quorum

(f) Menbers who are not holders of public office shall be
paid $100 a day for attendance at neetings of the board.
Necessary and reasonabl e expenses incurred by any nenber of the
board shall be all owed and pai d upon presentation of item zed
vouchers.

(g) The board may appoint an executive director and nmay
enpl oy such personnel as nay be necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this act. Enployees of the board, other than the
executive director, shall be enployed in accordance with and
subject to the act of August 5, 1941 (P.L.752, No.286), known as
the "Civil Service Act."

(h) Regular neetings of the board shall be held at |east
once in each cal endar nonth.
Section 5. Powers and duties of the board.

The board shall have the power and its duty shall be:

(1) To make policy recommendations regarding alleviation
of crime and elim nation of the causes of crine to the
CGeneral Assenbly, the Governor and Commonweal th depart nents,
bur eaus, conm ssions and agenci es.

(2) To cooperate with and provide consultation services
to local anticrime network units.

(3) To solicit reports or information froml oca

anticrime network units regarding prograns designed to reduce
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crime.

(4) To invite representatives of |local anticrinme network
units to regular board neetings for the purpose of receiving
i deas and suggesti ons.

(5) To make grants to local anticrine network units for
prograns designed to carry out the provisions of this act.

(6) To review social, economc and | aw enforcenent pl ans

devel oped by other State agencies for the purpose of
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coordi nati ng devel opnment and i npl enentati on of prograns

10 designed in whole or in part to conbat crinmne.

11 (7) To pronmul gate such rules and regul ati ons as the

12 board deens necessary to properly adm nister this act.

13 Section 6. Awarding of grants.

14 (a) The board may make grants to |local anticrine network

15 wunits to carry out prograns including:

16 (1) Prograns to encourage the participation of industry,
17 busi ness, |abor unions and other private enterprises in crine
18 prevention and elimnation efforts.

19 (2) The recruiting and training of police-community

20 relations officers, which includes the devel opnent of

21 progranms of police training and education to sensitize police
22 to the needs of the community.

23 (3) The recruiting and training of conmunity service

24 officers to serve with and assist police departnents in the
25 di scharge of their duties through such activities as

26 recruiting police officers, inprovenment of police comunity
27 rel ati ons and gri evance resol uti on nmechani sms.

28 (4) The recruiting, organization and training of citizen
29 preventive patrols for the purpose of patrolling apartnent

30 bui | di ngs, nei ghbor hoods and school s.
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(5) The recruiting and training of police aides (paid or
vol unteer) including mnority aides and youth aides.

(6) The recruiting of mnority police officers.

(7) Prograns to encourage the reporting of crinme and the
mar ki ng and identification of personal property.

(8) The establishnent of community structures to
coordinate all citizen prograrns.

(9) Prograns to enhance the delivery of social services
i nt o nei ghborhoods such as the renpval of waste, street
cl eaning, building inspection, recreational facilities and
i nproved street |ighting.

(10) Progranms to provide volunteer escorts for elderly
citizens and ot her persons requiring assistance to and from
their residences in high crine areas.

(11) Progranms to provide counseling to ex-offenders,
narcoti cs and addi cts and persons on probation.

(12) Progranms to inprove comuni cations between the
community and police departnents.

(13) Progranms to provide alternatives to incarceration
(including release to the custody of comunity prograns) for
persons convicted of mnor or victiness crines.

(14) Progranms of citizen crinme comm ssions established
for the purpose of conbating the influences of organi zed
crime.

(15) Progranms designed to elimnate or reduce youth
or gani zed vi ol ence.

(16) Prograns providing econom c assistance to
nei ghbor hoods to foster devel opnent of business and i ndustry.

(b) Gants may be made only upon an application to the board

30 which contai ns:
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1 (1) Satisfactory assurances that such applicant wll

2 pl ace speci al enphasis upon prograns, which involve

3 di sadvant aged persons and minority groups in the crimnal

4 justice system

5 (2) Satisfactory assurances that such applicant wll

6 make special efforts to assure that prograns established

7 under this act are directed to the geographic areas of the

8 city to be served with the highest incidence of crinmne.

9 (3) Satisfactory assurances that such applicant has

10 consulted on its application with |ocal public agencies and
11 nonprofit private agencies |located in the geographic area of
12 the city to be served and has adopted procedures to

13 coordinate its programwth related efforts bei ng made by

14 such ot her agenci es.

15 (4) Satisfactory assurances that maxi mnumuse will be

16 made under the program of other Federal, State or |ocal

17 resources avail able for the provision of services requested
18 under this act.

19 (5) Satisfactory assurances that in devel opi ng prograrns,
20 the applicant will give public agencies and nonprofit private
21 agenci es providing services within the geographic area to be
22 served opportunity to present their views to such applicant
23 with respect to such prograns.
24 (6) Satisfactory assurances that such applicant w |l
25 institute procedures for evaluating the operation of each
26 program operated by it under this act, including the
27 mai nt enance of records on the disbursenent of funds, and will
28 report in full to the board annually during the period such
29 programis assisted under this act on the functions and
30 services perfornmed by such program the di sbursenment of grant
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funds, and any innovations nmade to neet the needs of the

geographi c area where such programis in operation.

(7) A statenent of the method or nethods of |inking the
resources of public agencies and |ocal anticrinme network
units providing services relating to the purpose of the grant
appl i cati on.

(c) To qualify for grants under this act a local anticrine
network unit shall either have been in continuous operation for
a period of at |east one year before the date of application or
shall denonstrate by other nmeans that it is likely to continue
in existence for a substantial period of tinme and shal
denonstrate that it can satisfactorily adm nister the program
for which a grant is requested. Such grants and contracts may be
made only upon application to the board, which contains
sati sfactory assurances that:

(1) the applicant will maintain adequate records on the
di sbursenment of funds under the act which will be made
avai | abl e upon request to the board; and

(2) the applicant will nmake available to the entire
community that it normally serves and where it is
geographically |l ocated, on a nondiscrimnatory basis, the
benefits of any programinstituted by it under this act.

Section 7. Application for grant.

(a) In addition to the requirenents for applications set
forth in section 6 of this act, the board shall require each
application for a grant under this act to include:

(1) A description of the purpose of the program

(2) A description of the anticipated use of funds under
the grant.

(3) A description of the geographic area of the
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comunity in which the programw || be carried out and the

i nci dence of crine in such area.

(4) A description of the extent that the program
anti ci pates assi stance, financial or otherw se, from
departnments or agencies of the Federal, State or | ocal
gover nnent s.

(5) A description of the anticipated nunber of citizens
who will participate in the programor be benefited by its
oper ati on.

(b) The board shall provide assistance in filing an
application under this act to any applicant requesting such
assi st ance.

Section 8. Hearing on application denials.

The board shall, on the application of any person clainmng to
be aggrieved by the denial of assistance under this act, give
such person a public hearing to determne if such person was so
aggrieved. If the departnment determ nes if such person was so
aggrieved, it shall grant, in whole or in part, the assistance
with respect to which such hearing was hel d.

Section 9. Restriction or use of funds.

Not nore than one-third of any grant nade under this act
shall be used for the lease or rental of any building or space
therein. No part of any grant nmay be used to purchase buil di ngs
or land or for research, except to the extent such research is
incidental to the carrying out of prograns under this act.
Section 10. Technical assistance.

The departnent shall provide technical assistance to |ocal
anticrime network units, either directly or through contracts
with other State departments or agencies to enable such units to

fully participate in all prograns avail able under this act.
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Section 11. Anount of grants.

(a) The board may annually make grants to qualified
applicants within a particular State representative district is
an anmount not exceedi ng $10,000 per State representative
district. If a qualified |ocal anticrinme network unit provides
services in nore than one State representative district, then
t he maxi num amount of a grant for a State representative
di strict shall be increased to $15,000 for each district served
by such unit.

(b) The board may annually make grants to qualified
applicants within a particular State representative district in
an anmount not exceedi ng $25,000 for projects which:

(1) Involve businesses, institutions and groups wthin
an area designated by the board as having a high incidence of
street crine and hi gh unenpl oynent for the purpose of
attracting busi nesses and industry and creating jobs.

(2) Involve capital participation by business and
i ndustry.

(3) Involve high technol ogy enterprises.

(4) Invoke creative approaches to reducing crine by
stimul ati ng enpl oynent .

Section 12. Duties of public officials and agenci es.

(a) Each Commonweal t h departnent, agency, bureau and
commi ssion shall designate an anticrinme |iaison officer who
shall be readily available to interface with |ocal anticrine
network units and who shall:

(1) Determ ne the needs of the individual network units
and determ ne how t he departnent, agency, bureau or
commi ssi on can provide assistance in neeting such needs.

(2) Suggest to the head of the departnent, agency,
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bureau or comm ssion policies which the departnent, agency,

bureau or conmmi ssion coul d undertake to enhance citizen

participation in anticrime prograns and in prograns designed
to reduce crine.

(3) Report to the board at regular intervals on matters
relating to preventing, elimnating and reducing crinme at the
| ocal |evel.

(b) Every Commonweal th departnent, agency, bureau and
commi ssion concerned in whole or in part with |aw enforcenent
and econom ¢ devel opnment shall nake avail abl e upon request of
any local anticrime network unit consulting services and
techni cal assistance, including but not limted to strategy
eval uation, financial advice and notivational input to further
t he purposes of this act.

(c) Every chief of police, county police force, sheriff,
district attorney, chief protection officer, the Pennsylvania
State Police, the Departnment of Public Wl fare and every ot her
person or agency dealing with crinmes or crimnals shall adopt
policies or regulations providing for priority access to such
person's or agency's assistance by any |local anticrime network
unit requesting such assistance.

Section 13. Cooperation anong agenci es.

The board in the admnistration of this act shall consult and
cooperate with any Federal, State or |ocal agency which perforns
functions related to the purposes of this act.

Section 14. Appropriation.

The sum of , or as much thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Ofice of the Attorney General for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1981 to carry out the purposes

of this act.
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1 Section 15. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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