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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1224 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY MAI ALE, O DONNELL, BELCFF, BORSKI, M:MONAGLE
PUCCI ARELLI, SWAIM AND VH TE, APRIL 21, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, APRIL 21, 1981

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

duties and jurisdiction of the Minicipal Court of

Phi | adel phi a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1123(a) of Title 42, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, is anmended to read:

§ 1123. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se prescribed by any
general rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to
reassi gnment of matters), the Philadel phia Minicipal Court shal
have jurisdiction of the follow ng matters:

(1) Sunmary of fenses, except those within the

jurisdiction of the Traffic Court of Phil adel phia and

excepti ng summary offenses conmtted by juvenil es whi ch shal

be within the jurisdiction of the famly court division of




common pl eas court.

(2) Crimnal offenses by any person (other than a
juvenile) for which no prison termnmay be inposed or which
are puni shabl e by inprisonment for a termof not nore than
five years, including indictable offenses under Title 75
(relating to vehicles). In cases under this paragraph the
def endant shall have no right of trial by jury in the

muni ci pal court, but shall have the right of appeal for trial
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de novo, including the right of trial by jury, to the court

10 of conmon pl eas. The judges of the rmunicipal court exercising
11 jurisdiction under this paragraph shall have the sane

12 jurisdiction in probation and parole arising out of sentences
13 i nposed by them as judges of the court of common pl eas.

14 (3) Matters arising under the act of April 6, 1951

15 (P.L.69, No.20), known as "The Landl ord and Tenant Act of

16 1951. "

17 (4) GCvil actions wherein the sum demanded does not

18 exceed $1000, exclusive of interest and costs, in the

19 foll ow ng classes of actions:

20 (1) In assunpsit.

21 (i) In trespass, including all forns of trespass

22 and trespass on the case.

23 (iti1) For fines and penalties by any governnent

24 agency.

25 A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claimof nore than

26 $1000 so as to bring the matter within the jurisdiction of

27 t he nmuni ci pal court. Such waiver shall be revoked

28 automatically if the defendant appeals the final order of the
29 muni ci pal court. In cases under this paragraph the defendant
30 shall have no right of trial by jury in the rnunicipal court,
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but shall have the right to appeal for trial de novo,
including the right of trial by jury, to the court of comon
pleas, it being the purpose of this paragraph to establish an
expeditious small clainms procedure whereby it shall not be
necessary for the litigants to obtain counsel. Judgnents by
confession shall not be entered in the mnunicipal court.

(5) As comm ssioners to preside at arraignnents, fix and
accept bail, issue warrants and performduties of a simlar
nature, including the jurisdiction of a conmtting nagistrate
in all crimnal proceedings.

(6) Civil actions wherein the sum denmanded does not

exceed $15,000 in matters invol ving judgnents of real estate

t axes and school taxes levied by cities of the first cl ass.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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