PRINTER S No. 1054

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 967 %5

| NTRODUCED BY A. K. HUTCHI NSON, PETRARCA, CLARK AND KUKOVI CH,
MARCH 23, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 23, 1981

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o »d Ww N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of October 4, 1978 (P.L.876, No.169), entitled
"An act establishing the Pennsylvania Crinme Comm ssion and
providing for its powers and duties,” naking the conm ssion a
part of the Ofice of Attorney General and subject to the
Attorney Ceneral's adm nistration and supervi sion and
changi ng certain powers and duties of the comm ssion and of
t he Governor accordingly.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 3, 4 and 8 and subsections (a) and (b)
of section 10, act of October 4, 1978 (P.L.876, No.169), known

as the "Pennsylvania Crinme Conm ssion Act," sections 3(f) and

4(10) repealed in part October 5, 1980 (No.142), are anended to

read:

Section 3. Creation of comm ssion; nenbership; conpensation;
vacanci es; renoval .

(a) The Pennsylvania Crinme Comm ssion shall be a commi ssion

under the supervision and adnm ni stration of the Ofice of the

Attorney General and shall consist of five nenbers to be known

as conmi ssi oners.
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(b) One nenber of the conm ssion shall be appointed by the
Governor, one by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, one by
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, one by the Mnority
Leader of the Senate and one by the Mnority Leader of the House
of Representatives.

(c) O the original nenbers, the nmenber appointed by the
Governor shall serve for an initial termof one year, the two
menber s appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
respectively shall serve for an initial termof tw years and
the two nenbers appointed by the President pro tenpore of the
Senate and the Mnority Leader of the Senate respectively shal
serve for an initial termof three years. Thereafter each
appoi ntment provided for by this act shall be for a term of
three years and such appointnents shall be nade in the sane
manner as the original appointnments. Not nore than three
commi ssioners shall be nenbers of the same political party.

(d) Conmi ssioners shall receive $50 a day conpensation for
their services. [Expenses incurred by the executive director or
ot her enpl oyees shall be allowed and paid on the presentation of
item zed vouchers therefor and approved by the conm ssion.]

(e) Al vacancies shall be filled, for the renmai nder of the
unexpired termin the same manner as original appointnents. Any
conmi ssi oner, upon the expiration of his term shall continue to
hol d office until his successor shall be duly appointed.

(f) Except as authorized pursuant to this subsection, no

commi ssi oner may be renoved fromoffice during his term The

[ Governor] Attorney General may, upon a clear and convincing
evi dence of m sfeasance or nal feasance in office or neglect of

duty, renove a commr ssioner prior to the expiration of his term
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The [ Governor] Attorney Ceneral shall provide the conm ssioner

so removed with a detailed witten statenent of the reasons for
his renmoval . A conmmi ssioner so renoved may petition the Court
for reinstatement. The court shall hold an expedited hearing and
render a decision within 30 days after said hearing or as soon
thereafter as may be practicable. Any decision of the Court
adverse to a commi ssioner so renoved shall create a vacancy

whi ch shall be filled pursuant to subsection (e).

Section 4. Powers and duti es.

The Pennsyl vania Crime Conm ssion shall, subject to the

adm ni strati on and supervision of the Ofice of Attorney

General, have the power and its duty shall be:

(1) To inquire into organized crinme and activities of
per sons engaged in or associated with organi zed crine.

(2) To inquire into public corruption and the activities
of persons engaged in and associated with public corruption.

(3) To nmake a detailed witten report of every conpl eted
i nvestigation which may include recomrendation for
| egi sl ative or adm nistrative action.

[(4) To account to the Governor, the Auditor General and
the General Assenbly at the end of each fiscal year for al
noneys received and di sbursed. ]

(5) To submt, during April of each cal endar year, an
annual report on the status of organized crinme in the
Commonweal th to a joint public hearing of the Judiciary
Committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives. In
addi tion the comm ssion shall submt other reports prepared
pursuant to this section and to present said reports at

public hearings of the commttees of the Senate and the House

of Representatives having oversight responsibilities or
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appropriate legislative jurisdiction of the subject matter of
said reports.

(6) Through its chairman, to call upon the departnent
heads of State Governnent and State agencies for such
i nformati on and assistance as is needed to carry out the
functions of the conmm ssion.

(7) To require the attendance and testinony of w tnesses
and the production of docunentary evidence relative to any
i nvestigation which the comm ssion nmay conduct in accordance
with the powers given it. Such subpoenas shall be signed by
t he chairman, the executive director and two comm ssioners
and shall be served by any person authorized to serve
subpoenas under the | aws of the Conmonweal t h.

[(8) To appoint and fix the conpensation of an executive
di rector who shall devote his full time to the general
supervision of all investigations and proceedi ngs by the
comm ssi on. |

(9) [To appoint and fix the conpensation of such other
enpl oyees as the comm ssion may fromtinme to tine find
necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the
commi ssion.] lnvestigative enployees of the comm ssion shal
be deened | aw enforcenent officers.

(10) [To] Wth the approval of the Attorney Ceneral, to

conpil e and publish rules for the calling of neetings and to
carry out the provisions of this act. Such rules may be
altered or anended at any tinme but shall not take effect

until filed.

(11) To perform such other acts as [are] the Attorney

Ceneral deens necessary for the proper functioning of the

conmi ssi on.
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Section 8. Disclosure of executive session testinony and
i nvestigative records.
No testinmony taken in executive session, any part thereof, or
any summary thereof and no investigative record, any part
t hereof, or any summary thereof, shall be released or disclosed

to any person other than the Attorney General either orally or

in witing by any conm ssioner or enpl oyee of the comm ssion
wi t hout the authorization of the comm ssion.
Section 10. Disclosure of financial interests.
(a) Each comm ssioner, as of the date of appointnent to the
commi ssion and on or before March 15th of each follow ng year,

shall file with the [Governor] Attorney Ceneral, the Secretary

of the Senate and the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives for the precedi ng cal endar year a sworn
statenment of financial interests. The financial statenment shal
contain the information required pursuant to subsection (e).
Once an econom c interest statement has been filed under this
act, such statenent shall be updated annually by filing a
suppl enental statement thereto. The financial interests of a
spouse or child, under 18 years of age, of a comm ssioner shal
be deened a financial interest of a conmm ssioner.

(b) The [CGovernor] Attorney General, the Secretary of the

Senate and the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives shal
mai ntain all disclosure statenents filed by comm ssioners as
public records which shall be open for public exam nation and
copying, at cost, at all reasonable tines. Such disclosure
statenments shall remain on file for five years fromthe initia
date of filing.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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