PRINTER S NO. 946

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 875 *%a”

I NTRODUCED BY BERSON AND RYAN, MARCH 17, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 17, 1981

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 12, 1957 (P.L.61, No.34), entitled "An
2 act authorizing and enpowering the Del aware Ri ver Port

3 Aut hority, a body corporate and politic, functioning under

4 the | egislation enacted by the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
5 and the State of New Jersey, and the express consent of the
6 Congress of the United States, to appoint policenen; make

7 rul es and regul ations for the prevention of disorder, the

8 preservation of safety, and the conservation of traffic on

9 such bridges and in such tunnels and approaches thereto as
10 t he comm ssion does or nay hereafter operate; to prevent the
11 evasi on of the paynment of tolls; and providing a penalty for
12 the violation of any such rules or regulations or for the

13 evasion or the attenpt to evade the paynent of tolls,"

14 aut hori zing the issuance of sumons to persons charged with
15 evading or attenpting to evade the paynent of tolls.

16 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

17 hereby enacts as foll ows:

18 Section 1. Section 1, act of April 12, 1957 (P.L.61, No.34),
19 entitled "An act authorizing and enpowering the Del aware River
20 Port Authority, a body corporate and politic, functioning under
21 the legislation enacted by the Comopnweal th of Pennsyl vania and
22 the State of New Jersey, and the express consent of the Congress
23 of the United States, to appoint policenen; make rul es and

24 regulations for the prevention of disorder, the preservation of
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safety, and the conservation of traffic on such bridges and in
such tunnel s and approaches thereto as the conm ssion does or
may hereafter operate; to prevent the evasion of the paynent of
tolls; and providing a penalty for the violation of any such
rules or regulations or for the evasion or the attenpt to evade
t he paynent of tolls,"” anmended Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L. 735,

No. 238), is anended to read:

Section 1. The Delaware River Port Authority, a body
corporate and politic, functioning under the |egislation enacted
by the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey,
and the express consent of the Congress of the United States,
and its whol |l y-owned subsidiary corporations through which it is
effectuating its authorized purposes, shall have the power and
authority to appoint the nunber of policenen as is found
necessary to keep in safety and preserve order upon the bridges
and tunnel s and approaches thereto, and upon the rapid transit
systens, ferries, facilities and other property as the Del anare
Ri ver Port Authority or such subsidiary corporations does or nay
hereafter own, | ease or operate; to adm nister to such policenen
an oath or affirmation faithfully to performthe duties of their
respective positions or offices; and to provide for the paynent
of such policenen fromthe tolls, fares, charges and ot her
revenue of the Delaware River Port Authority or such subsidiary
corporations. The policenen so appointed shall have the power
and authority to make arrests for any crinmes, m sdeneanors, and
of fenses comm tted under the laws of the State of New Jersey or
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a upon the bridges or within the
tunnel s or approaches thereto, on the rapid transit systenmns,
ferries, facilities or other property, for disorder or breach of

t he peace, or for violations of any |awful regul ation which may
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be adopted by the Del aware River Port Authority, or such
subsidiary corporations. The policenmen shall be authorized and

enpowered to make arrests or issue summonses for evasion or

attenpts to evade the paynent of tolls, fares or other charges
whi ch may be fixed or may have been fixed for the use of such
bridge, tunnel, rapid transit system or ferry, facility or

ot her property.

To pass over any part of the bridges or through the tunnels
and approaches thereto in any vehicle for which tolls are
collectible, or for any person or vehicle to use the rapid
transit systems or ferries or other facilities or property
wi t hout passing through the toll gates or paying the necessary
tolls, fares or charges constitutes an evasion and shall subject
t he person so evading or attenpting to evade the paynent of

tolls, fares or charges to arrest or receipt of a sunmons. Any

such summons shall direct such person to appear before any

proper judicial officer at such tinme as the summpns shal

f oregoi ng reasons, the of fender nay be taken before any proper
judicial officer of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or of the
State of New Jersey w thout respect to the portion of the
bridge, tunnel, ferry facility, rapid transit system facilities
or other property upon or within which such of fense may have
been conmtted or attenpted or such offender arrested, and

t her eupon such judicial officer shall have power and authority
to punish the of fender as hereinafter provided. The Del aware

Ri ver Port Authority, and its wholly-owned subsidiary
corporations through which it is effectuating its authorized

pur poses shall have the power to adopt such rules and
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regul ations as they nmay respectively deem expedi ent for the
proper government of the bridges, tunnels, approaches thereto,
rapid transit systens, ferries, facilities or other property and
for the preservation of good order, safe traffic, and proper
conduct thereon or therein.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this act, or of
any rule or regulation adopted by the Del aware Ri ver Port
Aut hority, or its said subsidiary corporations, or who evades or
attenpts to evade paynent of tolls, fares or charges shall, upon
summary conviction before a proper judicial officer of this
Commonweal th, or of a proper judicial officer of the State of
New Jersey, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than ten
dollars ($10), nor nore than twenty-five dollars ($25), and
costs of prosecution, and in default of the paynent thereof,
shal | undergo inprisonnment for not |less than ten days nor nore
than thirty days, and upon conviction of any subsequent offense,
shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not |less than twenty-five
dollars ($25), nor nore than fifty dollars ($50), and costs of
prosecution, or to undergo inprisonnment for not less than thirty
days nor nore than sixty days.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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