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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /11 =55

I NTRODUCED BY FI SCHER, MARCH 6, 1981

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 6, 1981
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” permtting the voluntary recitation
of the Lord's Prayer and the pledge of allegiance in public
el enentary schools at the option of the school district.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the "Public School Code of 1949," is anended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1521. Voluntary Recitation of the Lord's Prayer and

the Pl edge of All egiance in Public El enentary Schools.--As a

conti nuation of the policy of teaching the history of our

country and as an affirmation of the freedomof religion in this

country, a school district may authori ze the recitati on of the

traditional Lord's Prayer and the pl edge of all eqgi ance to the

flag in public elenentary schools. Pupil participation in the

recitati on of the prayer and pl edge of all eqgi ance shall be




voluntary. Pupils shall be renminded that this Lord's Prayer is

the prayer our pilgrimfathers recited when they cane to this

country in their search for freedom Pupils shall be inforned

that these exercises are not neant to influence an individual's

personal religious beliefs in any manner. The exerci ses shall be

conducted so that pupils shall |learn of our great freedons,

whi ch freedons i nclude the freedomof reliqgion and are

synbolized by the recitation of the Lord's Prayer.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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