PRINTER S NO. 148

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 147 =35

| NTRODUCED BY PETERSQN, KLI NGAMAN, BOWSBER, MADI GAN, SWFT, LEVI,
GRUPPO, GRABOWSKI, GAMBLE, BOYES AND CIM NI, JANUARY 19, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 19, 1981
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th," requiring verification of
resi dency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 432.4, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," added July 15, 1976
(P.L.993, No.202), is anended to read:
Section 432.4. ldentification and Proof of Residence.--All
persons applying for assistance shall provide acceptable
identification and proof of residence; the departnent shall by

regul ati ons specify what constitutes acceptable identification

and proof of residence. A person shall be deened to be a

resi dent when he or she docunents his or her residency and that

residency is verified by the departnment. Verification shal

include but is not limted to the production of rent receipts,

nort gage paynent receipts, utility recei pts, bank accounts
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and/ or enroll ment of children in | ocal schools.

For the purpose of determining eligibility for assistance,

t he conti nued absence of a recipient fromthe Comonwealth for a
period of sixty days or longer shall be prima facie evidence of
the intent of the recipient to have changed his residence to a
pl ace outside the Conmonweal th. The departnent shall nake
inquiry fromall recipients who have been conti nuously absent
for a period of thirty days to determ ne whether or not it is
their intent to remain residents of the Cormonwealth or to
becone residents el sewhere, and shall redeterm ne the residence
of such persons. In any case in which such inquiry does not
establish that the recipient remains a resident of the
Commonweal th, his aid shall be term nated after providing tinely
and adequate notice of such intended action.

If arecipient is prevented by illness or other good cause
fromreturning to the Commonweal th at the end of sixty days, and
has not acted to establish residence el sewhere, he shall not be
deenmed to have lost his residence in the Comobnweal t h.

When a recipient of aid to famlies with dependent children
or general assistance is absent fromthe United States for a
period in excess of thirty days, his aid shall thereafter be
suspended whenever need cannot be determ ned for the ensuing
period of his absence.

[It is not the intent of the General Assenbly, however, in
enacting this section to create any durational residence
requirenent. |

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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