PRINTER S NO. 43

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 42 i

| NTRODUCED BY COCHRAN, JANUARY 19, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 19, 1981
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AN ACT

Relating to the | awful conduct of bingo, prescribing penalties
and maki ng a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Bingo Law. "
Section 2. Legislative intent.

The General Assenbly hereby declares that the playing of
bi ngo for the purpose of raising funds, by certain nonprofit
associ ations, for the pronotion of charitable or civic purposes,
is in the public interest.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Legislature
that all phases of |icensing, operation and regul ation of the
ganme of bingo be strictly controlled, and that all |aws and
regul ations with respect thereto as well as all ganbling | aws
shoul d be strictly construed and rigidly enforced.

The Legi sl ature recogni zes the possibility of association
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bet ween comerci al ganbling and organi zed crinme, and w shes to
di scourage comerci alization of the ganme of bingo; prevent
partici pation by organized crinme and prevent the diversion of
funds fromthe purposes herein authorized.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act, shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Association.” A volunteer fire conmpany or auxiliary
t her eof , anbul ance association or a religious, charitable,
fraternal, veterans, civic, county fair or agricultura
associ ation organi zed as a nonprofit organi zati on whi ch shal
have existed, and conducted business in furtherance of their
witten constitution, charter, articles of incorporation or
byl aw express purpose, for one year prior to application for a
i cense.

"Bingo." A gane in which each player has a card or board
containing five horizontal rows all but the central one
containing five figures. The central row has four figures with
the word "free" marked in the center thereof. Any preannounced
conbi nati on of spaces when conpleted by a player constitutes
bi ngo. In the absence of a preannouncenent of a comnbi nation of
spaces, any conbination of five in a row whether horizontal or
vertical when conpleted by a player constitutes bingo when its
four nmenbers are announced and covered. A wheel or other
mechani cal device nmay be used by any person conducting the gane
of bingo, and any such person may award to any player or players
first conpleting any conbinati on constituting bingo a prize so
| ong as such prize awarded shall not exceed a val ue of $1, 000

for any one such gane of bingo except for jackpot ganes which
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shall not exceed $5,000 for one such game of bingo.

"Charitabl e purpose.”™ Benevol ent or philanthropic purpose.

"Civic purpose.” Comunity purpose.

Section 4. Associations permtted to conduct bingo.

Any association, for a charitable or civic purpose, when
i censed pursuant to this act, nmay conduct the gane of bingo as
herei n defi ned.

Section 5. Rules for licensing.

(a) In every county, the county treasurer shall |icense,
upon application, any eligible association as defined in section
3 to conduct the ganme of bingo at one |ocation in the county.
The license fee to be charged to each nonprofit association
shall be $100 per annum The license fee to be charged to each
agricultural association or county fair shall be $100 per annum
The fees collected pursuant to this section shall be paid by the
county treasurer into the general fund of the county and used
for county purposes.

(b) Licenses issued pursuant to this section shall be
publicly displayed at ganmes conducted by |icensees.

(c) No association nay hire any person not a bona fide
menber of the association to nanage, set up bingo, operate or
actually run the gane of bingo.

(d) No license shall be issued to any association if:

(1) Any person under the age of 18 will be permtted by

t he association to play bingo unless acconpani ed by an adult.

(2) The facility in which any gane of bingo is to be

pl ayed does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress or

does not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the

ar ea.

(e) No person may be enployed in the operation or the actual
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runni ng of a bingo gane for conpensation greater than $50 per
day or any part thereof, and any person conpensated shall be
pai d i ndividually.

Section 6. Revocation of |icenses.

(a) The county treasurer shall revoke or refuse to renew the
I icense of any associ ation whenever he finds that:

(1) Any of the funds derived fromthe operation of the
ganme of bingo are used for any purpose other than for
charitable, civic or religious work.

(2) Any person under the age of 18 unacconpani ed by an
adult is playing bingo as herein defined.

(3) The facility in which any ganme of bingo is played
does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress or does
not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.

(4) G eater conpensation than is herein authorized has
been paid to or received by any person, or that a person or
persons ot her than those authorized in section 5 have been
i nvol ved in managi ng, setting up, operating or running the
gane.

(b) The county treasurer may require the |icensees to
produce their books, accounts and records in order to determ ne
whet her a |icense should be revoked or renewal thereof denied.
Section 7. Penalty.

Any association violating the provisions of this act shall
be guilty of a summary of fense, and upon conviction thereof
shal | be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $500 and shal
forfeit any license issued to the association, and it shall be
ineligible for a license renewal for one year thereafter.
Section 8. Additional powers of the district attorney.

The district attorney, upon receipt of any information to the
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1 effect that the provisions of this act have been viol ated, may

2 require the licensee to produce their books, accounts and

3 records in order to determ ne whether crimnal action should be
4 pursued.

5 Section 9. Repeal.

6 The provisions of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

7 Statutes (relating to crinmes and offenses) are repealed to the

8 extent that they are inconsistent with this act.

9 Section 10. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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